
CHAPTER 11 

ACCESSIBILITY

SECTION 1101
GENERAL

1101.1 Scope. The pro vi sions of this chap ter and Ap pen dix E
shall con trol the de sign and con struc tion of fa cil i ties for ac ces -
si bil ity to phys i cally dis abled per sons.

1101.2 De sign. Build ings and fa cil i ties shall be de signed and
con structed to be ac ces si ble in ac cor dance with this code and
ICC/ANSI A117.1.

SECTION 1102
DEFINITIONS

1102.1 Def i ni tions. The fol low ing words and terms shall, for
the pur poses of this chap ter and as used else where in the code,
have the fol low ing mean ings:

AC CES SI BLE. A site, build ing, fa cil ity or por tion thereof,
that com plies with this chap ter.

AC CES SI BLE ROUTE. A con tin u ous, un ob structed path
that com plies with this chap ter.

AC CES SI BLE UNIT. A dwell ing unit or sleep ing unit that
com plies with this code and Chap ters 1 through 9 of ICC/ANSI 
A117.1.

CIR CU LA TION PATH. An ex te rior or in te rior way of pas -
sage from one place to an other for pe des tri ans.

COM MON USE. In te rior or ex te rior cir cu la tion paths, rooms, 
spaces or el e ments that are not for pub lic use and are made
avail able for the shared use of two or more peo ple.

DE TECT ABLE WARNING. A stan dard ized sur face fea ture
built in or ap plied to walk ing sur faces or other el e ments to warn 
vi su ally im paired per sons of haz ards on a cir cu la tion path.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, MUL TI -
STORY. A dwell ing unit or sleep ing unit with hab it able space
lo cated on more than one story.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, TYPE A. A
dwell ing unit or sleep ing unit de signed and con structed for ac -
ces si bil ity in ac cor dance with ICC/ANSI A117.1.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, TYPE B. A
dwell ing unit or sleep ing unit de signed and con structed for ac -
ces si bil ity in ac cor dance with ICC/ANSI A117.1, con sis tent
with the de sign and con struc tion re quire ments of the fed eral
Fair Housing Act.

EM PLOYEE WORK AREA. All or any por tion of a space
used only by em ploy ees and only for work. Cor ri dors, toi let
rooms, kitch en ettes and break rooms are not em ployee work
ar eas.

FA CIL ITY. All or any por tion of build ings, struc tures, site im -
prove ments, el e ments and pe des trian or ve hic u lar routes lo -
cated on a site.

IN TENDED TO BE OC CUPIED AS A RES I DENCE. This
re fers to a dwell ing unit or sleep ing unit that can or will be used
all or part of the time as the oc cu pant’s place of abode.

MUL TI LEVEL AS SEM BLY SEATING. Seating that is ar -
ranged in dis tinct lev els where each level is com prised of ei ther
mul ti ple rows, or a sin gle row of box seats ac cessed from a sep -
a rate level.

PUB LIC EN TRANCE. An en trance that is not a ser vice en -
trance or a re stricted en trance.

PUB LIC-USE AREAS. In te rior or ex te rior rooms or spaces
that are made avail able to the gen eral pub lic.

RE STRICTED EN TRANCE. An en trance that is made
avail able for com mon use on a con trolled ba sis, but not pub lic
use, and that is not a ser vice en trance.

SELF-SER VICE STOR AGE FA CIL ITY. Real prop erty de -
signed and used for the pur pose of rent ing or leas ing in di vid ual
stor age spaces to cus tom ers for the pur pose of stor ing and re -
mov ing per sonal prop erty on a self-ser vice ba sis.

SER VICE EN TRANCE. An en trance in tended pri mar ily for
de liv ery of goods or ser vices.

SITE. A par cel of land bounded by a prop erty line or a des ig -
nated por tion of a pub lic right-of-way.

WHEEL CHAIR SPACE. A space for a sin gle wheel chair and 
its oc cu pant.

SECTION 1103
SCOPING REQUIREMENTS

1103.1 Where re quired. Build ings and struc tures, tem po rary
or per ma nent, in clud ing their as so ci ated sites and fa cil i ties,
shall be ac ces si ble to per sons with phys i cal dis abil i ties.

1103.2 Gen eral ex cep tions. Sites, build ings, fa cil i ties and el e -
ments shall be ex empt from this chap ter to the ex tent spec i fied
in this sec tion.

1103.2.1 Spe cific re quire ments. Ac ces si bil ity is not re -
quired in build ings and fa cil i ties, or por tions thereof, to the
ex tent per mit ted by Sec tions 1104 through 1110.

1103.2.2 Ex ist ing build ings. Ex ist ing build ings shall com -
ply with the Ex ist ing Build ing Code of New York State.

1103.2.3 Em ployee work ar eas. Spaces and el e ments
within em ployee work ar eas shall only be re quired to com -
ply with Sec tions 907.9.1.2, 1007 and 1104.3.1 and shall be
de signed and con structed so that in di vid u als with dis abil i -
ties can ap proach, en ter and exit the work area. Work ar eas,
or por tions of work ar eas, that are less than 150 square feet
(14 m2) in area and el e vated 7 inches (178 mm) or more
above the ground or fin ish floor where the el e va tion is es -
sen tial to the func tion of the space shall be ex empt from all
re quire ments.
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1103.2.4 De tached dwell ings. De tached one- and
two-fam ily dwell ings and ac ces sory struc tures, and their as -
so ci ated sites and fa cil i ties as ap pli ca ble in Sec tion 101.2,
are not re quired to be ac ces si ble.

1103.2.5 Util ity build ings. Oc cu pancies in Group U are ex -
empt from the re quire ments of this chap ter other than the
fol low ing:

1. In agri cul tural build ings, access is required to paved
work areas and areas open to the gen eral pub lic.

2. Pri vate garages or car ports that con tain required
acces si ble park ing.

1103.2.6 Con struc tion sites. Struc tures, sites and equip -
ment di rectly as so ci ated with the ac tual pro cesses of con -
struc tion in clud ing, but not lim ited to, scaf fold ing,
bridg ing, ma te ri als hoists, ma te ri als stor age or con struc tion
trail ers are not re quired to be ac ces si ble.

1103.2.7 Raised ar eas. Raised ar eas used pri mar ily for pur -
poses of se cu rity, life safety or fire safety in clud ing, but not
lim ited to, ob ser va tion gal ler ies, prison guard tow ers, fire
tow ers or life guard stands are not re quired to be ac ces si ble
or to be served by an ac ces si ble route.

1103.2.8 Limited ac cess spaces. Nonoccupiable spaces ac -
cessed only by lad ders, catwalks, crawl spaces, freight el e -
va tors or very nar row pas sage ways are not re quired to be
ac ces si ble.

1103.2.9 Equip ment spaces. Spaces fre quented only by
per son nel for main te nance, re pair or mon i tor ing of equip -
ment are not re quired to be ac ces si ble. Such spaces in clude,
but are not lim ited to, el e va tor pits, el e va tor pent houses, me -
chan i cal, elec tri cal or com mu ni ca tions equip ment rooms,
pip ing or equip ment catwalks, wa ter or sew age treat ment
pump rooms and sta tions, elec tric sub sta tions and trans -
former vaults, and high way and tun nel util ity fa cil i ties.

1103.2.10 Sin gle-oc cu pant struc tures. Sin gle-oc cu pant
struc tures ac cessed only by pas sage ways be low grade or el -
e vated above grade in clud ing, but not lim ited to, toll booths
that are ac cessed only by un der ground tun nels, are not re -
quired to be ac ces si ble.

1103.2.11 Res i den tial Group R-1. Build ings of Group R-1 
con tain ing not more than five sleep ing units for rent or hire
that are also oc cu pied as the res i dence of the pro pri etor are
not re quired to be ac ces si ble.

1103.2.12 Day care fa cil i ties. Where a day care fa cil ity
(Groups A-3, E, I-4 and R-3) is part of a dwell ing unit, only
the por tion of the struc ture uti lized for the day care fa cil ity is 
re quired to be ac ces si ble.

1103.2.13 De ten tion and cor rec tional fa cil i ties. In de ten -
tion and cor rec tional fa cil i ties, com mon use ar eas that are
used only by in mates or de tain ees and se cu rity per son nel,
and that do not serve hold ing cells or hous ing cells re quired
to be ac ces si ble, are not re quired to be ac ces si ble or to be
served by an ac ces si ble route.

1103.2.14 Fuel-dis pens ing sys tems. The op er a ble parts on
fuel-dis pens ing de vices shall com ply with ICC/ANSI
A117.1, Sec tion 308.2.1 or 308.3.1.

SECTION 1104
ACCESSIBLE ROUTE

1104.1 Site ar rival points. Ac ces si ble routes within the site
shall be pro vided from pub lic trans por ta tion stops, ac ces si ble
park ing and ac ces si ble pas sen ger load ing zones and pub lic
streets or side walks to the ac ces si ble build ing en trance served.

Ex cep tion: An ac ces si ble route shall not be re quired be -
tween site ar rival points and the build ing or fa cil ity en trance
if the only means of ac cess be tween them is a ve hic u lar way
not pro vid ing for pe des trian ac cess.

1104.2 Within a site. At least one ac ces si ble route shall con -
nect ac ces si ble build ings, ac ces si ble fa cil i ties, ac ces si ble el e -
ments and ac ces si ble spaces that are on the same site.

Ex cep tion: An ac ces si ble route is not re quired be tween ac -
ces si ble build ings, ac ces si ble fa cil i ties, ac ces si ble el e ments
and ac ces si ble spaces that have, as the only means of ac cess
be tween them, a ve hic u lar way not pro vid ing for pe des trian
ac cess.

1104.3 Con nected spaces. When a build ing, or por tion of a
build ing, is re quired to be ac ces si ble, an ac ces si ble route shall
be pro vided to each por tion of the build ing, to ac ces si ble build -
ing en trances con nect ing ac ces si ble pe des trian walk ways and
the pub lic way. Where only one ac ces si ble route is pro vided,
the ac ces si ble route shall not pass through kitch ens, stor age
rooms, restrooms, clos ets or sim i lar spaces.

Ex cep tions:

1. In assem bly areas with fixed seat ing required to be
acces si ble, an acces si ble route shall not be required to
serve fixed seat ing where wheel chair spaces or des ig -
nated aisle seats required to be on an acces si ble route
are not pro vided.

2. A sin gle acces si ble route is per mit ted to pass through
a kitchen or stor age room in an acces si ble dwell ing
unit.

1104.3.1 Em ployee work ar eas. Com mon use cir cu la tion
paths within em ployee work ar eas shall be ac ces si ble
routes.

Ex cep tions:

1. Com mon use cir cu la tion paths, lo cated within em -
ployee work ar eas that are less than 300 square feet 
(27.9 m2) in size and de fined by per ma nently in -
stalled par ti tions, coun ters, case work or fur nish -
ings, shall not be re quired to be ac ces si ble routes.

2. Com mon use cir cu la tion paths, lo cated within em -
ployee work ar eas, that are an in te gral com po nent
of equip ment, shall not be re quired to be ac ces si ble 
routes.

3. Com mon use cir cu la tion paths, lo cated within ex -
te rior em ployee work ar eas that are fully ex posed
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to the weather, shall not be re quired to be ac ces si -
ble routes.

1104.3.2 Press boxes. Press boxes in as sem bly ar eas shall
be on an ac ces si ble route.

Ex cep tions:

1. An ac ces si ble route shall not be re quired to press
boxes in bleach ers that have points of en try at only
one level, pro vided that the ag gre gate area of all
press boxes is 500 square feet (46 m2) max i mum.

2. An ac ces si ble route shall not be re quired to
free-stand ing press boxes that are el e vated above
grade 12 feet (3660 mm) min i mum pro vided that
the ag gre gate area of all press boxes is 500 square
feet (46 m2) max i mum.

1104.4 Mul ti level build ings and fa cil i ties. At least one ac ces -
si ble route shall con nect each ac ces si ble level, in clud ing mez -
za nines, in mul ti level build ings and fa cil i ties. 

Ex cep tions:

1. An acces si ble route is not required to sto ries and mez -
za nines above and below acces si ble lev els that have
an aggre gate area of not more than 3,000 square feet
(278.7 m2). This excep tion shall not apply to:

1.1. Mul ti ple ten ant fa cil i ties of Group M oc cu -
pan cies con tain ing five or more ten ant spaces;

1.2. Levels con tain ing of fices of health care pro -
vid ers (Group B or I); or

1.3. Pas sen ger trans por ta tion fa cil i ties and air -
ports (Group A-3 or B).

2. In sin gle ten ant facil i ties of Group A, I, R and S occu -
pan cies, lev els that do not con tain acces si ble ele ments 
or other spaces required by Sec tion 1107 or 1108 are
not required to be served by an acces si ble route from
an acces si ble level.

3. In air traf fic con trol tow ers, an acces si ble route is not
required to serve the cab and the floor imme di ately
below the cab.

4. Where a two-story build ing or facil ity has one story
with an occu pant load of five or fewer per sons that
does not con tain pub lic use space, that story shall not
be required to be con nected by an acces si ble route to
the story above or below.

1104.5 Lo ca tion. Ac ces si ble routes shall co in cide with or be
lo cated in the same area as a gen eral cir cu la tion path. Where
the cir cu la tion path is in te rior, the ac ces si ble route shall also be
in te rior.

Ex cep tion: Ac ces si ble routes from park ing ga rages con -
tained within and serv ing Type B dwell ing units are not re -
quired to be in te rior.

1104.6 Se cu rity bar ri ers. Se cu rity bar ri ers in clud ing, but not
lim ited to, se cu rity bol lards and se cu rity check points shall not
ob struct a re quired ac ces si ble route or ac ces si ble means of
egress.

Ex cep tion: Where se cu rity bar ri ers in cor po rate el e ments
that can not com ply with these re quire ments, such as cer tain
metal de tec tors, flu o ro scopes or other sim i lar de vices, the

ac ces si ble route shall be per mit ted to be pro vided ad ja cent
to se cu rity screen ing de vices. The ac ces si ble route shall
per mit per sons with dis abil i ties pass ing around se cu rity
bar ri ers to main tain vi sual con tact with their per sonal items
to the same ex tent pro vided oth ers pass ing through the se cu -
rity bar rier.

SECTION 1105
ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCES

1105.1 Pub lic en trances. In ad di tion to ac ces si ble en trances
re quired by Sec tions 1105.1.1 through 1105.1.6, at least 50
per cent of all pub lic en trances shall be ac ces si ble.

Ex cep tions:

1. An acces si ble entrance is not required to areas not
required to be acces si ble.

2. Loading and ser vice entrances that are not the only
entrance to a ten ant space.

1105.1.1 Parking ga rage en trances. Where pro vided, di -
rect ac cess for pe des tri ans from park ing struc tures to build -
ings or fa cil ity en trances shall be ac ces si ble.

1105.1.2 En trances from tun nels or el e vated walk ways.
Where di rect ac cess is pro vided for pe des tri ans from a pe -
des trian tun nel or el e vated walk way to a build ing or fa cil ity,
at least one en trance to the build ing or fa cil ity from each
tun nel or walk way shall be ac ces si ble.

Ex cep tion: Where the en trance serves sto ries con tain ing 
only dwell ing and sleep ing units in tended to be oc cu pied
as a res i dence, the en trance is re quired to be ac ces si ble
only if the story con tains re quired Ac ces si ble units or is
re quired to con tain Type B units.

1105.1.3 Re stricted en trances. Where re stricted en trances
are pro vided to a build ing or fa cil ity, at least one re stricted
en trance to the build ing or fa cil ity shall be ac ces si ble.

1105.1.4 En trances for in mates or de tain ees. Where en -
trances used only by in mates or de tain ees and se cu rity per -
son nel are pro vided at ju di cial fa cil i ties, de ten tion fa cil i ties
or cor rec tional fa cil i ties, at least one such en trance shall be
ac ces si ble.

1105.1.5 Ser vice en trances. If a ser vice en trance is the only 
en trance to a build ing or a ten ant space in a fa cil ity, that en -
trance shall be ac ces si ble.

1105.1.6 Ten ant spaces, dwell ing units and sleep ing
units. At least one ac ces si ble en trance shall be pro vided to
each tenant, dwell ing unit and sleep ing unit in a fa cil ity.

Ex cep tions: 

1. An ac ces si ble en trance is not re quired to ten ants
that are not re quired to be ac ces si ble.

2. An ac ces si ble en trance is not re quired to dwell ing
units and sleep ing units that are not re quired to be
Ac ces si ble units, Type A units or Type B units.
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SECTION 1106
PARKING AND PASSENGER LOADING FACILITIES

1106.1 Re quired. Where park ing is pro vided, ac ces si ble park -
ing spaces in conformance with ICC/ANSI A117.1 shall be
pro vided in com pli ance with Ta ble 1106.1 ex cept as re quired
by Sec tions 1106.2 and 1106.4 and ex cept that spaces shall be
pro vided with ac cess aisles at least 8 feet (2440 mm) in width.
The num ber of ac ces si ble park ing spaces shall be de ter mined
based on the to tal num ber of park ing spaces pro vided for the fa -
cil ity.

Ex cep tion: This sec tion does not ap ply to park ing spaces
used ex clu sively for buses, trucks, other de liv ery ve hi cles,
law en force ment ve hi cles or ve hic u lar im pound and mo tor
pools where lots ac cessed by the pub lic are pro vided with an 
ac ces si ble pas sen ger load ing zone.

TABLE 1106.1
ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES

TOTAL PARKING
SPACES PROVIDED

REQUIRED MINIMUM NUMBER
OF ACCESSIBLE SPACES

1 to 25 1

26 to 50 2

51 to 75 3

76 to 100 4

101 to 150 5

151 to 200 6

201 to 300 7

301 to 400 8

401 to 500 9

501 to 1,000 2% of total

More than 1,000 20, plus one for each 100
over 1,000

1106.2 Groups R-2 and R-3. Two per cent, but not less than
one, of each type of park ing space pro vided for oc cu pan cies in
Groups R-2 and R-3, which are re quired to have Ac ces si ble,
Type A or Type B dwell ing or sleep ing units, shall be ac ces si -
ble. Where park ing is pro vided within or be neath a build ing,
ac ces si ble park ing spaces shall also be pro vided within or be -
neath the build ing.

1106.3 Hos pi tal out pa tient fa cil i ties. Ten per cent of pa tient
and vis i tor park ing spaces pro vided to serve hos pi tal out pa tient 
fa cil i ties shall be ac ces si ble.

1106.4 Re ha bil i ta tion fa cil i ties and out pa tient phys i cal
ther apy fa cil i ties. Twenty per cent, but not less than one, of the
por tion of pa tient and vis i tor park ing spaces serv ing re ha bil i ta -
tion fa cil i ties and out pa tient phys i cal ther apy fa cil i ties shall be
ac ces si ble.

1106.5 Sign age. Each ac ces si ble park ing space shall be pro -
vided with sign age dis play ing the in ter na tional sym bol of ac -
ces si bil ity. Each ac cess aisle shall be pro vided with sign age
read ing “No Park ing Any time.” Signs shall be per ma nently in -
stalled at a clear height of be tween 60 inches (1525 mm) and 84 
inches (2185 mm) above grade and shall not in ter fere with an
ac ces si ble route from an ac cess aisle.

1106.6 Lo ca tion. Ac ces si ble park ing spaces shall be lo cated
on the short est ac ces si ble route of travel from ad ja cent park ing
to an ac ces si ble build ing en trance. Ac ces si ble park ing spaces
shall be dis persed among the var i ous types of park ing fa cil i ties
pro vided. In park ing fa cil i ties that do not serve a par tic u lar
build ing, ac ces si ble park ing spaces shall be lo cated on the
short est route to an ac ces si ble pe des trian en trance to the park -
ing fa cil ity. Where build ings have mul ti ple ac ces si ble en -
trances with ad ja cent park ing, ac ces si ble park ing spaces shall
be dis persed and lo cated near the ac ces si ble en trances.

Ex cep tion: In mul ti level park ing struc tures, for ev ery eight
or frac tion of eight ac ces si ble spaces, at least one shall be in
a lo ca tion hav ing a min i mum ver ti cal clear ance of 98 inches
(2490 mm) main tained along the ve hic u lar route con nect ing 
the space with a des ig nated en trance and exit. Such spaces
are per mit ted on one level.

1106.7 Pas sen ger load ing zones. Pas sen ger load ing zones
shall be de signed and con structed in ac cor dance with
ICC/ANSI A117.1.

1106.7.1 Con tin u ous load ing zones. Where pas sen ger
load ing zones are pro vided, one pas sen ger load ing zone in
ev ery con tin u ous 100 lin ear feet (30.4 m) max i mum of load -
ing zone space shall be ac ces si ble.

1106.7.2 Med i cal fa cil i ties. A pas sen ger load ing zone shall 
be pro vided at an ac ces si ble en trance to li censed med i cal
and long-term care fa cil i ties where peo ple re ceive phys i cal
or med i cal treat ment or care and where the pe riod of stay ex -
ceeds 24 hours. 

1106.7.3 Va let park ing. A pas sen ger load ing zone shall be
pro vided at va let park ing ser vices.

SECTION 1107
DWELLING UNITS AND SLEEPING UNITS

1107.1 Gen eral. In ad di tion to the other re quire ments of this
chap ter, oc cu pan cies hav ing dwell ing units or sleep ing units
shall be pro vided with ac ces si ble fea tures in ac cor dance with
this sec tion.

1107.2 De sign. Dwell ing units and sleep ing units which are re -
quired to be Ac ces si ble units or Type B shall com ply with this
code and the ap pli ca ble por tions of Chap ter 10 of ICC/ANSI
A117.1. Dwell ing units in Groups R-2 and R-3 shall also com -
ply with Sec tions 1107.2.1 and 1107.2.2. Units re quired to be
Type B units are per mit ted to be de signed and con structed as
Ac ces si ble units or as Type A units.

1107.2.1 Type B unit doors. Clear width and maneuvering
clear ances re quired by Sec tions 404.2.2 and 404.2.3 of
ICC/ANSI A117 shall be pro vided at the pri mary en trance
door to the dwell ing or sleep ing unit and at all other doors
within the dwell ing or sleep ing unit meant for hu man pas -
sage.

Ex cep tion: Ma neu ver ing clear ances shall not be re -
quired at doors of toliet or bath ing fa cil i ties that are not
re quired to be ac ces si ble.

1107.2.2 Type B unit toi let and bath ing fa cil i ties. At least
one toi let and bath ing fa cil ity in the dwell ing or sleep ing
unit shall be con structed in ac cor dance with the toi let and
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bathing fa cil i ties re quire ments of Sec tion 1003.11 of
ICC/ANSI A117.1.

1107.3 Ac ces si ble spaces. Rooms and spaces avail able to the
gen eral pub lic or avail able for use by res i dents and serv ing Ac -
ces si ble units, Type A units or Type B units shall be ac ces si ble.
Ac ces si ble spaces shall in clude toi let and bath ing rooms,
kitchen, liv ing and din ing ar eas and any ex te rior spaces, in clud -
ing pa tios, ter races and bal co nies.

Ex cep tion: Rec re ational fa cil i ties in ac cor dance with Sec -
tion 1109.14.

1107.4 Ac ces si ble route. At least one ac ces si ble route shall
con nect ac ces si ble build ing or fa cil ity en trances with the pri -
mary en trance of each Ac ces si ble unit, Type A unit and Type B
unit within the build ing or fa cil ity and with those ex te rior and
in te rior spaces and fa cil i ties that serve the units.

Ex cep tions:

1. If the slope of the fin ished ground level between
acces si ble facil i ties and build ings exceeds one unit
ver ti cal in 12 units hor i zon tal (1:12), or where phys i -
cal bar ri ers pre vent the instal la tion of an acces si ble
route, a vehic u lar route with park ing that com plies
with Sec tion 1106 at each pub lic or com mon use facil -
ity or build ing is per mit ted in place of the acces si ble
route.

2. Exte rior decks, patios or bal co nies that are part of
Type B units and have imper vi ous sur faces, and that
are not more than 4 inches (102 mm) below the fin -
ished floor level of the adja cent inte rior space of the
unit.

1107.5 Group I. Oc cu pancies in Group I shall be pro vided
with ac ces si ble fea tures in ac cor dance with Sec tions 1107.5.1
through 1107.5.5.

1107.5.1 Group I-1. Group I-1 oc cu pan cies shall be pro -
vided with ac ces si ble fea tures in ac cor dance with Sec tions
1107.5.1.1 and 1107.5.1.2.

1107.5.1.1 Ac ces si ble units. At least 4 per cent, but not
less than one, of the dwell ing units and sleep ing units
shall be Ac ces si ble units.

1107.5.1.2 Type B units. In struc tures with four or more
dwell ing or sleep ing units in tended to be oc cu pied as a
res i dence, ev ery dwell ing and sleep ing unit in tended to
be oc cu pied as a res i dence shall be a Type B unit.

Ex cep tion: The num ber of Type B units is per mit ted
to be re duced in ac cor dance with Sec tion 1107.7.

1107.5.2 Group I-2 Nursing homes. Nursing homes of
Group I-2 shall be pro vided with ac ces si ble fea tures in ac -
cor dance with Sec tions 1107.5.2.1 and 1107.5.2.2.

1107.5.2.1 Ac ces si ble units. At least 50 per cent, but not
less than one, of the dwell ing units and sleep ing units
shall be Ac ces si ble units.

1107.5.2.2 Type B units. In struc tures with four or more
dwell ing or sleep ing units in tended to be oc cu pied as a
res i dence, ev ery dwell ing and sleep ing unit in tended to
be oc cu pied as a res i dence shall be a Type B unit.

Ex cep tion: The num ber of Type B units is per mit ted
to be re duced in ac cor dance with Sec tion 1107.7.

1107.5.3 Group I-2 Hos pi tals. Gen eral-pur pose hos pi tals,
psy chi at ric fa cil i ties, de tox i fi ca tion fa cil i ties and res i den -
tial care/as sisted liv ing fa cil i ties of Group I-2 shall be pro -
vided with ac ces si ble fea tures in ac cor dance with Sec tions
1107.5.3.1 and 1107.5.3.2.

1107.5.3.1 Ac ces si ble units. At least 10 per cent, but not
less than one, of the dwell ing units and sleep ing units
shall be Ac ces si ble units.

1107.5.3.2 Type B units. In struc tures with four or more
dwell ing or sleep ing units in tended to be oc cu pied as a
res i dence, ev ery dwell ing and sleep ing unit in tended to
be oc cu pied as a res i dence shall be a Type B unit.

Ex cep tion: The num ber of Type B units is per mit ted
to be re duced in ac cor dance with Sec tion 1107.7.

1107.5.4 Group I-2 Re ha bil i ta tion fa cil i ties. In hos pi tals
and re ha bil i ta tion fa cil i ties of Group I-2 which spe cial ize in
treat ing con di tions that af fect mo bil ity, or units within ei ther 
which spe cial ize in treat ing con di tions that af fect mo bil ity,
100 per cent of the dwell ing units and sleep ing units shall be
Ac ces si ble units.

1107.5.5 Group I-3. Build ings, fa cil i ties or por tions
thereof with Group I-3 oc cu pan cies shall com ply with Sec -
tions 1107.5.5.1 through 1107.5.5.3.

1107.5.5.1 Group I-3 sleep ing units. In oc cu pan cies in
Group I-3, at least 2 per cent, but not less than one, of the
dwell ing units and sleep ing units shall be Ac ces si ble
units.

1107.5.5.2 Spe cial hold ing cells and spe cial hous ing
cells or rooms. In ad di tion to the units re quired to be ac -
ces si ble by Sec tion 1107.5.5.1, where spe cial hold ing
cells or spe cial hous ing cells or rooms are pro vided, at
least one serv ing each pur pose shall be ac ces si ble. Cells
or rooms sub ject to this re quire ment in clude, but are not
lim ited to, those used for pur poses of ori en ta tion, pro tec -
tive cus tody, ad min is tra tive or dis ci plin ary de ten tion or
seg re ga tion, de tox i fi ca tion and med i cal iso la tion.

Ex cep tion: Cells or rooms spe cially de signed with -
out pro tru sions and that are used solely for pur poses
of sui cide pre ven tion shall not be re quired to in clude
grab bars.

1107.5.5.3 Med i cal care fa cil i ties. Pa tient sleep ing
units or cells re quired to be ac ces si ble in med i cal care
fa cil i ties shall be pro vided in ad di tion to any med i cal
iso la tion cells re quired to com ply with Sec tion
1107.5.5.2.

1107.6 Group R. Oc cu pancies in Group R shall be pro vided
with ac ces si ble fea tures in ac cor dance with Sec tions 1107.6.1
through 1107.6.4.

1107.6.1 Group R-1. Group R-1 oc cu pan cies shall be pro -
vided with ac ces si ble fea tures in ac cor dance with Sec tions
1107.6.1.1 and 1107.6.1.2.

1107.6.1.1 Ac ces si ble units. In oc cu pan cies in Group
R-1, Ac ces si ble dwell ing units and sleep ing units shall
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be pro vided in ac cor dance with Ta ble 1107.6.1.1. All fa -
cil i ties on a site shall be con sid ered to de ter mine the to tal
num ber of Ac ces si ble units. Ac ces si ble units shall be
dis persed among the var i ous classes of units. Roll-in
show ers pro vided in Ac ces si ble units shall in clude a per -
ma nently mounted fold ing shower seat.

1107.6.1.2 Type B units. In struc tures with four or more
dwell ing or sleep ing units in tended to be oc cu pied as a
res i dence, ev ery dwell ing and sleep ing unit in tended to
be oc cu pied as a res i dence shall be a Type B unit.

Ex cep tion: The num ber of Type B units is per mit ted
to be re duced in ac cor dance with Sec tion 1107.7.

1107.6.2 Group R-2. Ac ces si ble units and Type B units
shall be pro vided in oc cu pan cies in Group R-2 in ac cor -
dance with Sec tions 1107.6.2.1 and 1107.6.2.2.

1107.6.2.1 Apart ment houses, mon as ter ies and con -
vents. Type B units shall be pro vided in apart ment
houses, mon as ter ies and con vents in ac cor dance with
Sec tion 1107.6.2.1.1.

1107.6.2.1.1 Type B units. Where there are four or
more dwell ing units or sleep ing units in tended to be
oc cu pied as a res i dence in a sin gle struc ture, ev ery
dwell ing unit and sleep ing unit in tended to be oc cu -
pied as a res i dence shall be a Type B unit.

Ex cep tion: The num ber of Type B units is per mit -
ted to be re duced in ac cor dance with Sec tion
1107.7.

1107.6.2.2 Board ing houses, dor mi to ries, fra ter nity
houses and so ror ity houses. Ac ces si ble units and Type
B dwell ing and sleep ing units shall be pro vided in board -
ing houses, dor mi to ries, fra ter nity houses and so ror ity
houses in ac cor dance with Sec tions 1107.6.2.2.1 and
1107.6.2.2.2.

1107.6.2.2.1 Ac ces si ble units. Ac ces si ble dwell ing
and sleep ing units shall be pro vided in ac cor dance
with Ta ble 1107.6.1.1.

1107.6.2.2.2 Type B units. Where there are four or
more dwell ing units or sleep ing units in tended to be
oc cu pied as a res i dence in a sin gle struc ture, ev ery
dwell ing unit and ev ery sleep ing unit in tended to be
oc cu pied as a res i dence shall be a Type B unit.

Ex cep tions: 

1. The num ber of Type B units is per mit ted to
be re duced in ac cor dance with Sec tion
1107.7.

2. Com pli ance with Sec tions 1107.2.1 and
1107.2.2 is not re quired.

1107.6.3 Group R-3. In oc cu pan cies in Group R-3 where
there are four or more dwell ing units or sleep ing units in -
tended to be oc cu pied as a res i dence in a sin gle struc ture, ev -
ery dwell ing and sleep ing unit in tended to be oc cu pied as a
res i dence shall be a Type B unit.

Ex cep tion: The num ber of Type B units is per mit ted to
be re duced in ac cor dance with Sec tion 1107.7.

1107.6.4 Group R-4. Group R-4 oc cu pan cies shall be pro -
vided with ac ces si ble fea tures in ac cor dance with Sec tions
1107.6.4.1 and 1107.6.4.2.

1107.6.4.1 Ac ces si ble units. At least one of the dwell ing 
or sleep ing units shall be an Ac ces si ble unit.

1107.6.4.2 Type B units. In struc tures with four or more
dwell ing or sleep ing units in tended to be oc cu pied as a
res i dence, ev ery dwell ing and sleep ing unit in tended to
be oc cu pied as a res i dence shall be a Type B unit.

Ex cep tion: The num ber of Type B units is per mit ted
to be re duced in ac cor dance with Sec tion 1107.7.

1107.7 Gen eral ex cep tions. Where spe cif i cally per mit ted by
Sec tion 1107.5 or 1107.6, the re quired num ber of Type A and
Type B units is per mit ted to be re duced in ac cor dance with Sec -
tions 1107.7.1 through 1107.7.5.

1107.7.1 Build ings with out el e va tor ser vice. Where no el -
e va tor ser vice is pro vided in a build ing, only the dwell ing
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TABLE 1107.6.1.1
ACCESSIBLE DWELLING AND SLEEPING UNITS

TOTAL NUMBER OF
UNITS PROVIDED

MINIMUM REQUIRED NUMBER OF ACCESSIBLE
UNITS ASSOCIATED WITH ROLL-IN SHOWERS

TOTAL NUMBER OF
REQUIRED ACCESSIBLE UNITS

1 to 25 0 1

26 to 50 0 2

51 to 75 1 4

76 to 100 1 5

101 to 150 2 7

151 to 200 2 8

201 to 300 3 10

301 to 400 4 12

401 to 500 4 13

501 to 1,000 1% of total 3% of total

Over 1,000 10, plus 1 for each 100 over 1,000 30, plus 2 for each 100 over 1,000



and sleep ing units that are lo cated on sto ries in di cated in
Sec tions 1107.7.1.1 through 1107.7.1.4 are re quired to be
Type B units.

1107.7.1.1 One story with Type B units re quired. At
least one story con tain ing dwell ing units or sleep ing
units in tended to be oc cu pied as a res i dence shall be pro -
vided with an ac ces si ble en trance from the ex te rior of the 
build ing and all units in tended to be oc cu pied as a res i -
dence on that story shall be Type B units.

1107.7.1.2 Ad di tional sto ries with Type B units. On all
other sto ries that have a build ing en trance in prox im ity to
ar rival points in tended to serve units on that story, as in di -
cated in Items 1 and 2, all dwell ing units and sleep ing
units in tended to be oc cu pied as a res i dence served by
that en trance on that story shall be Type B units.

1. Where the slopes of the un dis turbed site mea sured
be tween the planned en trance and all ve hic u lar or
pe des trian ar rival points within 50 feet of the
planned en trance are 10 per cent or less, and

2. Where the slopes of the planned fin ished grade
mea sured be tween the en trance and all ve hic u lar
or pe des trian ar rival points within 50 feet of the
planned en trance are 10 per cent or less.

 Where no such ar rival points are within 50 feet (15 240 
mm) of the en trance, the clos est ar rival point shall be
used un less that ar rival point serves the story re quired by
Sec tion 1107.7.1.1.

1107.1.3 Ad di tional sto ries with en trance through
fire walls. Where an en trance is pro vided to a story of a
build ing from an ac ces si ble story of an ad ja cent build ing
by an open ing in a fire wall, all dwell ing and sleep ing
units in tended to be oc cu pied as a res i dence on that story
shall be Type B units, pro vided that the planned fin ish
floor el e va tion within 5 feet (1524 mm) of each side of
the door does not in clude a change in level in ex cess of 12 
inches (305 mm).

Ex cep tion: This pro vi sion shall not ap ply to ex ist ing
build ings un less spe cif i cally re quired in the Ex ist ing
Build ing Code of New York State.

1107.7.1.4 Ad di tional sto ries with en trances from
bridges or el e vated walk ways. Where an en trance is
pro vided to a story of a build ing from an ac ces si ble story
of an ad ja cent build ing by a bridge or el e vated walk way,
all dwell ing and sleep ing units in tended to be oc cu pied as 
a res i dence on that story shall be Type B units, pro vided
the slope be tween the planned fin ish floor el e va tion at the 
build ing en trance and the planned fin ish floor el e va tion
at the bridge or el e vated walk way con nec tion to the ad ja -
cent build ing is 10 per cent or less.

Ex cep tion: This pro vi sion shall not ap ply to ex ist ing
build ings un less spe cif i cally re quired in the Ex ist ing
Build ing Code of New York State.

1107.7.2 Mul ti story units. A mul ti story dwell ing or sleep -
ing unit which is not pro vided with el e va tor ser vice is not re -
quired to be a Type B unit. Where a mul ti story unit is
pro vided with ex ter nal el e va tor ser vice to only one floor, the 
floor pro vided with el e va tor ser vice shall be the pri mary en -

try to the unit, shall com ply with the re quire ments for a Type 
B unit and a toi let fa cil ity shall be pro vided on that floor.

1107.7.3 El e va tor ser vice to the low est story with units.
Where el e va tor ser vice in the build ing pro vides an ac ces si -
ble route only to the low est story con tain ing dwell ing or
sleep ing units in tended to be oc cu pied as a res i dence, only
the units on that story which are in tended to be oc cu pied as a
res i dence are re quired to be Type B units.

1107.7.4 Site im prac ti cal ity. On a site with mul ti ple
nonelevator build ings, the num ber of units re quired by Sec -
tion 1107.7.1 to be Type B units is per mit ted to be re duced to 
a per cent age which is equal to the per cent age of the en tire
site hav ing grades, prior to de vel op ment, which are less than 
10 per cent, pro vided that all of the fol low ing con di tions are
met:

1. Not less than 20 per cent of the units required by Sec -
tion 1107.7.1 on the site are Type B units; 

2. Units required by Sec tion 1107.7.1, where the slope
between the build ing entrance serv ing the units on
that story and a pedes trian or vehic u lar arrival point is
no greater than 8.33 per cent, are Type B units;

3. Units required by Sec tion 1107.7.1, where an ele -
vated walk way is planned between a build ing
entrance serv ing the units on that story and a pedes -
trian or vehic u lar arrival point and the slope between
them is 10 per cent or less are Type B units; and

4. Units served by an ele va tor in accor dance with Sec -
tion 1107.7.3 are Type B units.

1107.7.5 De sign flood el e va tion. The re quired num ber of
Type A and Type B units shall not ap ply to a site where the
low est floor or the low est struc tural build ing mem bers of
nonelevator build ings are re quired to be at or above the de -
sign flood el e va tion re sult ing in:

1. A dif fer ence in ele va tion between the min i mum
required floor ele va tion at the pri mary entrances and
vehic u lar and pedes trian arrival points within 50 feet
(15 240 mm) exceed ing 30 inches (762 mm), and

2. A slope exceed ing 10 per cent between the min i mum
required floor ele va tion at the pri mary entrances and
vehic u lar and pedes trian arrival points within 50 feet
(15 240 mm).

 Where no such ar rival points are within 50 feet (15 240
mm) of the pri mary en trances, the clos est ar rival point shall
be used.

SECTION 1108
SPECIAL OCCUPANCIES

1108.1 Gen eral. In ad di tion to the other re quire ments of this
chap ter, the re quire ments of Sec tions 1108.2 through 1108.4
shall ap ply to spe cific oc cu pan cies.

1108.2 As sem bly area seat ing. As sem bly ar eas with fixed
seat ing shall com ply with Sec tions 1108.2.1 through 1108.2.8.
Dining ar eas shall com ply with Sec tion 1108.2.9.
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1108.2.1 Ser vices. Ser vices and fa cil i ties pro vided in ar eas
not re quired to be ac ces si ble shall be pro vided on an ac ces -
si ble level and shall be ac ces si ble.

1108.2.2 Wheel chair spaces. In the aters, bleach ers, grand -
stands, sta di ums, are nas and other fixed seat ing as sem bly
ar eas, ac ces si ble wheel chair spaces com ply ing with
ICC/ANSI A117.1 shall be pro vided in ac cor dance with
Sec tions 1108.2.2.1 through 1108.2.2.3.

1108.2.2.1 Gen eral seat ing. Wheel chair spaces shall be
pro vided in ac cor dance with Ta ble 1108.2.2.1

TABLE 1108.2.2.1
ACCESSIBLE WHEELCHAIR SPACES 

CAPACITY OF SEATING
IN ASSEMBLY AREAS

MINIMUM REQUIRED NUMBER 
OF WHEELCHAIR SPACES

4 to 25 1

26 to 50 2

51 to 100 4

101 to 300 5

301 to 500 6

501 to 5,000
6, plus 1 for each 150, or

fraction thereof, between 501
through 5,000

5,001 and over 36 plus 1 for each 200, or
fraction thereof, over 5,000

1108.2.2.2 Lux ury boxes, club boxes and suites. In
each lux ury box, club box, and suite within are nas, sta di -
ums and grand stands, wheel chair spaces shall be pro -
vided in ac cor dance with Ta ble 1108.2.2.1.

1108.2.2.3 Other boxes. In boxes other than those re -
quired to com ply with Sec tion 1108.2.2.2, the to tal num -
ber of wheel chair spaces pro vided shall be de ter mined in
ac cor dance with Ta ble 1108.2.2.1. Wheel chair spaces
shall be lo cated in not less than 20 per cent of all boxes
pro vided.

1108.2.3 In te gra tion. Wheel chair spaces shall be an in te -
gral part of the seat ing plan.

1108.2.4 Dis per sion of wheel chair spaces. Dis per sion of
wheel chair spaces shall be based on the avail abil ity of ac -
ces si ble routes to var i ous seat ing ar eas in clud ing seat ing at
var i ous lev els in mul ti level fa cil i ties.

1108.2.4.1 Mul ti level as sem bly seat ing ar eas. In mul ti -
level as sem bly seat ing ar eas, wheel chair spaces shall be
pro vided on the main floor level and on one of each two
ad di tional floor or mez za nine lev els. Wheel chair spaces
shall be pro vided in each lux ury box, club box and suite
within as sem bly fa cil i ties.

Ex cep tions:

1. In mul ti level as sem bly spaces uti lized for wor -
ship ser vices, where the sec ond floor or mez za -
nine level con tains 25 per cent or less of the to tal
seat ing ca pac ity, wheel chair spaces shall be
per mit ted to all be lo cated on the main level.

2. In mul ti level as sem bly seat ing where the
 second floor or mez za nine level pro vides 25
per cent or less of the to tal seat ing ca pac ity
and 300 or fewer seats, wheel chair spaces
shall be per mit ted to all be lo cated on the
main level.

1108.2.5 Com pan ion seats. At least one com pan ion seat
com ply ing with ICC/ANSI A117.1 shall be pro vided for
each wheel chair space re quired by Sec tion 1108.2.2.

1108.2.6 Des ig nated aisle seats. At least five per cent, but
not less than one, of the to tal num ber of aisle seats pro vided
shall be des ig nated aisle seats.

1108.2.7 Assistive lis ten ing sys tems. Each as sem bly area
where au di ble com mu ni ca tions are in te gral to the use of the
space shall have an assistive lis ten ing sys tem. The assistive
lis ten ing sys tem shall com ply with Ap pen dix L, Assistive
Lis ten ing Sys tems Per for mance Stan dards.

Ex cep tion: Other than in court rooms, an assistive lis ten -
ing sys tem is not re quired where there is no au dio am pli -
fi ca tion sys tem.

1108.2.7.1 Re ceivers. Re ceivers shall be pro vided for
assistive lis ten ing sys tems in ac cor dance with Ta ble
1108.2.7.1.

Ex cep tion: Where a build ing con tains more than one
as sem bly area, the to tal num ber of re quired re ceiv ers
shall be per mit ted to be cal cu lated ac cord ing to the to -
tal num ber of seats in the as sem bly ar eas in the build -
ing pro vided that all re ceiv ers are us able with all
sys tems, and if as sem bly ar eas re quired to pro vide
assistive lis ten ing are un der one man age ment.
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TABLE 1108.2.7.1
RECEIVERS FOR ASSISTIVE LISTENING SYSTEMS

CAPACITY OF SEATING
IN ASSEMBLY AREAS

MINIMUM REQUIRED
NUMBER OF RECEIVERS

MINIMUM NUMBER OF RECEIVERS
TO BE HEARING-AID COMPATIBLE

50 or less 2 2

51 to 200 2, plus 1 per 25 seats over 50 seats* 2

201 to 500 2, plus 1 per 25 seats over 50 seats.* 1 per 4 receivers*

501 to 1,000 20, plus 1 per 33 seats over 500 seats* 1 per 4 receivers*

1,001 to 2,000 35, plus 1 per 50 seats over 1,000 seats* 1 per 4 receivers*

Over 2,000 55, plus 1 per 100 seats over 2,000 seats* 1 per 4 receivers*

NOTE: * = or frac tion thereof

➡



1108.2.7.2 Pub lic ad dress sys tems. Where sta di ums,
are nas and grand stands pro vide au di ble pub lic an -
nounce ments, they shall also pro vide equiv a lent text in -
for ma tion re gard ing events and fa cil i ties in com pli ance
with Sec tions 1108.2.7.2.1 and 1108.2.7.2.2.

1108.2.7.2.1 Prere corded text mes sages. Where elec -
tronic signs are pro vided and have the ca pa bil ity to dis -
play pre re corded text mes sages con tain ing in for ma tion 
that is the same, or sub stan tially equiv a lent, to in for ma -
tion that is pro vided au di bly, signs shall dis play text
that is equiv a lent to au di ble an nounce ments.

Ex cep tion: An nounce ments that can not be pre re -
corded in ad vance of the event shall not be re quired 
to be dis played. 

1108.2.7.2.2 Real-time mes sages. Where elec tronic
signs are pro vided and have the ca pa bil ity to dis play
real-time mes sages con tain ing in for ma tion that is the
same, or sub stan tially equiv a lent, to in for ma tion that
is pro vided au di bly, signs shall dis play text that is
equiv a lent to au di ble an nounce ments.

1108.2.8 Per for mance ar eas. An ac ces si ble route shall di -
rectly con nect the per for mance area to the as sem bly seat ing
area where a cir cu la tion path di rectly con nects a per for -
mance area to an as sem bly seat ing area. An ac ces si ble route
shall be pro vided from per for mance ar eas to an cil lary ar eas
or fa cil i ties used by per form ers.

1108.2.9 Dining ar eas. In din ing ar eas, the to tal floor area
al lot ted for seat ing and ta bles shall be ac ces si ble.

Ex cep tions: 

1. In build ings or fa cil i ties not re quired to pro vide an
ac ces si ble route be tween lev els, an ac ces si ble
route to a mez za nine seat ing area is not re quired,
pro vided that the mez za nine con tains less than 25
per cent of the to tal area and the same ser vices are
pro vided in the ac ces si ble area.

2. In sports fa cil i ties, tiered din ing ar eas pro vid ing
seat ing re quired to be ac ces si ble shall be re quired
to have ac ces si ble routes serv ing at least 25 per cent 
of the din ing area, pro vided that ac ces si ble routes
serve ac ces si ble seat ing and where each tier is pro -
vided with the same ser vices.

1108.2.9.1 Dining sur faces. Where din ing sur faces for
the con sump tion of food or drink are pro vided, at least 5
per cent, but not less than one, of the seat ing and stand ing
spaces at the din ing sur faces shall be ac ces si ble and be
dis trib uted through out the fa cil ity.

1108.3 Self-ser vice stor age fa cil i ties. Self-ser vice stor age fa -
cil i ties shall pro vide ac ces si ble in di vid ual self-stor age spaces
in ac cor dance with Ta ble 1108.3.

TABLE 1108.3
ACCESSIBLE SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITIES

TOTAL SPACES IN FACILITY
MINIMUM NUMBER OF REQUIRED

ACCESSIBLE SPACES

1 to 200 5%, but not less than 1

Over 200 10, plus 2% of total number of
units over 200

1108.3.1 Dis per sion. Ac ces si ble in di vid ual self-ser vice
stor age spaces shall be dis persed through out the var i ous
classes of spaces pro vided. Where more classes of spaces
are pro vided than the num ber of re quired ac ces si ble spaces,
the num ber of ac ces si ble spaces shall not be re quired to ex -
ceed that re quired by Ta ble 1108.3. Ac ces si ble spaces are
per mit ted to be dis persed in a sin gle build ing of a
multibuilding fa cil ity. 

1108.4 Ju di cial fa cil i ties. Ju di cial fa cil i ties shall com ply with
Sec tions 1108.4.1 through 1108.4.3.

1108.4.1 Court rooms. Each court room shall be ac ces si ble.

1108.4.2 Holding cells. Where pro vided, cen tral hold ing
cells and court-floor hold ing cells shall com ply with Sec -
tions 1108.4.2.1 and 1108.4.2.2.

1108.4.2.1 Cen tral hold ing cells. Where sep a rate cen -
tral hold ing cells are pro vided for adult males, ju ve nile
males, adult fe males or ju ve nile fe males, one of each
type shall be ac ces si ble. Where cen tral hold ing cells are
pro vided and are not sep a rated by age or sex, at least one
ac ces si ble cell shall be pro vided.

1108.4.2.2 Court-floor hold ing cells. Where sep a rate
court-floor hold ing cells are pro vided for adult males, ju -
ve nile males, adult fe males or ju ve nile fe males, each
court room shall be served by one ac ces si ble cell of each
type. Where court-floor hold ing cells are pro vided and
are not sep a rated by age or sex, court rooms shall be
served by at least one ac ces si ble cell. Ac ces si ble cells
shall be per mit ted to serve more than one court room.

1108.4.3 Visiting ar eas. Visiting ar eas shall com ply with
Sec tions 1108.4.3.1 and 1108.4.3.2.

1108.4.3.1 Cu bi cles and coun ters. At least 5 per cent,
but no fewer than one, of cu bi cles shall be ac ces si ble on
both the vis i tor and de tainee sides. Where coun ters are
pro vided, at least one shall be ac ces si ble on both the vis i -
tor and de tainee sides.

Ex cep tion: This re quire ment shall not ap ply to the
de tainee side of cu bi cles or coun ters at noncontact
vis it ing ar eas not serv ing hold ing cells.

1108.4.3.2 Par ti tions. Where solid par ti tions or se cu rity 
glaz ing sep a rate vis i tors from de tain ees, at least one of
each type of cu bi cle or coun ter par ti tion shall be
accessible.
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SECTION 1109 
OTHER FEATURES AND FACILITIES

1109.1 Gen eral. Ac ces si ble build ing fea tures and fa cil i ties
shall be pro vided in ac cor dance with Sec tions 1109.2 through
1109.15.

Ex cep tion: Type A and Type B dwell ing and sleep ing units
shall com ply with ICC/ANSI A117.1.

1109.2 Toi let and bath ing fa cil i ties. Toi let rooms and bath ing
fa cil i ties shall be ac ces si ble. Where a floor level is not re quired
to be con nected by an ac ces si ble route, the only toi let rooms or
bath ing fa cil i ties pro vided within the fa cil ity shall not be lo -
cated on the in ac ces si ble floor. At least one of each type of fix -
ture, el e ment, con trol or dis penser in each ac ces si ble toi let
room and bath ing fa cil ity shall be ac ces si ble. Types of fix tures
in clude but are not lim ited to toi lets, uri nals, lav a to ries, bath -
tubs and show ers.

Ex cep tions:

1. In toi let rooms or bath ing facil i ties accessed only
through a pri vate office, not for com mon or pub lic
use, and intended for use by a sin gle occu pant, any of
the fol low ing alter na tives are allowed:

1.1. Doors are per mit ted to swing into the clear
floor space pro vided the door swing can be re -
versed to meet the re quire ments in ICC/ANSI
A117.1,

1.2. The height re quire ments for the wa ter closet
in ICC/ANSI A117.1 are not ap pli ca ble,

1.3. Grab bars are not re quired to be in stalled in a
toi let room, pro vided that re in force ment has
been in stalled in the walls and lo cated so as to
per mit the in stal la tion of such grab bars, and

1.4. The re quire ment for height, knee and toe
clear ance shall not ap ply to a lav a tory.

2. This sec tion is not appli ca ble to toi let and bath ing
facil i ties that serve dwell ing units or sleep ing units
that are not required to be acces si ble by Sec tion 1107.

3. Where mul ti ple sin gle-user toi let rooms or bath ing
facil i ties are clus tered at a sin gle loca tion and con tain
fix tures in excess of the min i mum required num ber of
plumb ing fix tures, at least 5 per cent, but not less than
one room for each use at each clus ter, shall be
accessible.

4. Where no more than one uri nal is pro vided in a toi let
room or bath ing facil ity, the uri nal is not required to
be acces si ble.

5. Toi let rooms that are part of crit i cal-care or inten -
sive-care patient sleep ing rooms are not required to be 
acces si ble.

1109.2.1 Uni sex toi let and bath ing rooms. In as sem bly
and mer can tile oc cu pan cies, an ac ces si ble uni sex toi let
room shall be pro vided where an ag gre gate of six or more
male and fe male wa ter clos ets is re quired. In build ings of
mixed oc cu pancy, only those wa ter clos ets re quired for the
as sem bly or mer can tile oc cu pancy shall be used to de ter -
mine the uni sex toi let room re quire ment. In rec re ational fa -
cil i ties where sep a rate-sex bath ing rooms are pro vided, an

ac ces si ble uni sex bath ing room shall be pro vided. Fix tures
lo cated within uni sex toi let and bath ing rooms shall be in -
cluded in de ter min ing the num ber of fix tures pro vided in an
oc cu pancy.

Ex cep tion: Where each sep a rate-sex bath ing room has
only one shower or bath tub fix ture, a uni sex bath ing
room is not re quired.

1109.2.1.1 Stan dard. Uni sex toi let and bath ing rooms
shall com ply with Sec tions 1109.2.1.2 through
1109.2.1.7 and ICC/ANSI A117.1.

1109.2.1.2 Uni sex toi let rooms. Uni sex toi let rooms
shall in clude only one wa ter closet and only one lav a tory. 
A uni sex bath ing room in ac cor dance with Sec tion
1109.2.1.3 shall be con sid ered a uni sex toi let room.

Ex cep tion: A uri nal is per mit ted to be pro vided in ad -
di tion to the wa ter closet in a uni sex toi let room.

1109.2.1.3 Uni sex bath ing rooms. Uni sex bath ing
rooms shall in clude only one shower or bath tub fix ture.
Uni sex bath ing rooms shall also in clude one wa ter closet
and one lav a tory. Where stor age fa cil i ties are pro vided
for sep a rate-sex bath ing rooms, ac ces si ble stor age fa cil i -
ties shall be pro vided for uni sex bath ing rooms.

1109.2.1.4 Lo ca tion. Uni sex toi let and bath ing rooms
shall be lo cated on an ac ces si ble route. Uni sex toi let
rooms shall be lo cated not more than one story above or
be low sep a rate-sex toi let rooms. The ac ces si ble route
from any sep a rate-sex toi let room to a uni sex toi let room
shall not ex ceed 500 feet (152 m).

1109.2.1.5 Pro hibited lo ca tion. In pas sen ger trans por -
ta tion fa cil i ties and air ports, the ac ces si ble route from
sep a rate-sex toi let rooms to a uni sex toi let room shall not
pass through se cu rity check points.

1109.2.1.6 Clear floor space. Where doors swing into a
uni sex toi let or bath ing room, a clear floor space not less
than 30 inches by 48 inches (762 mm by 1219 mm) shall
be pro vided, within the room, be yond the area of the door 
swing.

1109.2.1.7 Pri vacy. Doors to uni sex toi let and bath ing
rooms shall be se cur able from within the room.

1109.2.2 Wa ter closet com part ment. Where wa ter closet
com part ments are pro vided in a toi let room or bath ing fa cil -
ity, at least one wheel chair-ac ces si ble com part ment shall be
pro vided. Where the com bined to tal wa ter closet com part -
ments and uri nals pro vided in a toi let room or bath ing fa cil -
ity is six or more, at least one am bu la tory-ac ces si ble wa ter
closet com part ment shall be pro vided in ad di tion to the
wheel chair-ac ces si ble com part ment. Wheel chair-ac ces si -
ble and am bu la tory-ac ces si ble com part ments shall com ply
with ICC/ANSI A117.1.

1109.3 Sinks. Where sinks are pro vided, at least 5 per cent, but
not less than one, pro vided in ac ces si ble spaces shall com ply
with ICC/ANSI A117.1.

Ex cep tion: Mop or ser vice sinks are not re quired to be ac -
ces si ble.

ACCESSIBILITY

228 BUILDING CODE OF NEW YORK STATE



1109.4 Kitchens and kitch en ettes. Where kitch ens and kitch -
en ettes are pro vided in ac ces si ble spaces or rooms, they shall
be ac ces si ble in ac cor dance with ICC/ANSI A117.1.

1109.5 Drinking foun tains. On floors where drink ing foun -
tains are pro vided, at least 50 per cent, but not less than one
foun tain, shall be ac ces si ble.

1109.6 El e va tors. Pas sen ger el e va tors on an ac ces si ble route
shall be ac ces si ble and com ply with Sec tion 3001.3.

1109.7 Lifts. Plat form (wheel chair) lifts are per mit ted to be a
part of a re quired ac ces si ble route in new con struc tion where
in di cated in Items 1 through 7. Plat form (wheel chair) lifts shall
be in stalled in ac cor dance with ASME A18.1.

1. An ac ces si ble route to a per form ing area and speak ers’
plat forms in oc cu pan cies in Group A.

2. An ac ces si ble route to wheel chair spaces re quired to
com ply with the wheel chair space dis per sion re quire -
ments of Sec tion 1108.2.2 through 1108.2.4.

3. An ac ces si ble route to spaces that are not open to the gen -
eral pub lic with an oc cu pant load of not more than five.

4. An ac ces si ble route within a dwell ing or sleep ing unit.

5. An ac ces si ble route to wheel chair seat ing spaces lo cated
in out door din ing ter races in A-5 oc cu pan cies where the
means of egress from the din ing ter races to a pub lic way
are open to the out doors.

6. An ac ces si ble route where ex ist ing ex te rior site con -
straints make use of a ramp or el e va tor in fea si ble.

1109.8 Stor age. Where fixed or built-in stor age el e ments such
as cab i nets, shelves, med i cine cab i nets, clos ets and draw ers are 
pro vided in re quired ac ces si ble spaces, at least one of each type 
shall con tain stor age space com ply ing with ICC/ANSI A117.1.

1109.8.1 Lockers. Where lock ers are pro vided in ac ces si ble 
spaces, at least five per cent, but not less than one, of each
type shall be ac ces si ble.

1109.8.2 Shelving and dis play units. Self-ser vice shelves
and dis play units shall be lo cated on an ac ces si ble route.
Such shelv ing and dis play units shall not be re quired to
com ply with reach-range pro vi sions.

1109.8.3 Coat hooks and fold ing shelves. Where coat
hooks and fold ing shelves are pro vided in toi let rooms, toi -
let com part ments, or in dress ing, fit ting or locker rooms, at
least one of each type shall be ac ces si ble and shall be pro -
vided in ac ces si ble toi let rooms with out toi let com part -
ments, ac ces si ble toi let com part ments and ac ces si ble
dress ing, fit ting and locker rooms. 

1109.9 De tect able warn ings. Pas sen ger tran sit plat form edges 
bor der ing a drop-off and not pro tected by plat form screens or
guards shall have a de tect able warn ing.

Ex cep tion: De tect able warn ings are not re quired at bus
stops.

1109.10 As sem bly area seat ing. As sem bly ar eas with fixed
seat ing in ev ery oc cu pancy shall com ply with Sec tion 1108.2
for ac ces si ble seat ing and assistive lis ten ing de vices.

1109.11 Seating at ta bles, coun ters and work sur faces.
Where seat ing or stand ing space at fixed or built-in ta bles,

coun ters or work sur faces is pro vided in ac ces si ble spaces, at
least 5 per cent of the seat ing and stand ing spaces, but not less
than one, shall be ac ces si ble. In Group I-3 oc cu pancy vis it ing
ar eas at least 5 per cent, but not less than one, cu bi cle or coun ter
shall be ac ces si ble on both the vis i tor and de tainee sides.

Ex cep tions:

1. Check-writ ing sur faces at check-out aisles not
required to com ply with Sec tion 1109.12.2 are not
required to be acces si ble.

2. In Group I-3 occu pan cies, the coun ter or cubi cle on
the detainee side is not required to be acces si ble at
noncontact vis it ing areas or in areas not serv ing
acces si ble hold ing cells or sleep ing units.

1109.11.1 Dis per sion. Ac ces si ble fixed or built-in seat ing
at ta bles, coun ters or work sur faces shall be dis trib uted
through out the space or fa cil ity con tain ing such el e ments.

1109.12 Ser vice fa cil i ties. Ser vice fa cil i ties shall pro vide for
ac ces si ble fea tures in ac cor dance with Sec tions 1109.12.1
through 1109.12.5.

1109.12.1 Dress ing, fit ting and locker rooms. Where
dress ing rooms, fit ting rooms or locker rooms are pro vided,
at least 5 per cent, but not less than one, of each type of use in
each clus ter pro vided shall be ac ces si ble.

1109.12.2 Check-out aisles. Where check-out aisles are
pro vided, ac ces si ble check-out aisles shall be pro vided in
ac cor dance with Ta ble 1109.12.2. Where check-out aisles
serve dif fer ent func tions, at least one ac ces si ble check-out
aisle shall be pro vided for each func tion. Where check out
aisles serve dif fer ent func tions, ac ces si ble check-out aisles
shall be pro vided in ac cor dance with Ta ble 1109.12.2 for
each func tion. Where check-out aisles are dis persed
through out the build ing or fa cil ity, ac ces si ble check-out
aisles shall also be dis persed. Traf fic con trol de vices, se cu -
rity de vices and turn stiles lo cated in ac ces si ble check-out
aisles or lanes shall be ac ces si ble.

Ex cep tion: Where the area of the sell ing space is less
than 5,000 square feet (465 m2), only one check-out aisle
is re quired to be ac ces si ble.

TABLE 1109.12.2
ACCESSIBLE CHECK-OUT AISLES

TOTAL CHECK-OUT AISLES OF
EACH FUNCTION

MINIMUM NUMBER OF
ACCESSIBLE CHECK-OUT AISLES

OF EACH FUNCTION

1 to 4 1

5 to 8 2

9 to 15 3

Over 15 3, plus 20% of additional aisles

1109.12.3 Point of sale and ser vice coun ters. Where coun -
ters are pro vided for sales or dis tri bu tion of goods or ser -
vices, at least one of each type pro vided shall be ac ces si ble.
Where such coun ters are dis persed through out the build ing
or fa cil ity, ac ces si ble coun ters shall also be dis persed.

1109.12.4 Food ser vice lines. Food ser vice lines shall be
ac ces si ble. Where self-ser vice shelves are pro vided, at least
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50 per cent, but not less than one, of each type pro vided shall
be ac ces si ble.

1109.12.5 Queue and wait ing lines. Queue and wait ing
lines ser vic ing ac ces si ble coun ters or check-out aisles shall
be ac ces si ble.

1109.13 Con trols, op er at ing mech a nisms and hard ware.
Con trols, op er at ing mech a nisms and hard ware in tended for
op er a tion by the oc cu pant, in clud ing switches that con trol
light ing and ven ti la tion, and elec tri cal con ve nience out lets, in
ac ces si ble spaces, along ac ces si ble routes or as parts of ac ces -
si ble el e ments shall be ac ces si ble.

Ex cep tions:

1. Oper a ble parts that are intended for use only by ser -
vice or main te nance per son nel shall not be required to 
be acces si ble.

2. Elec tri cal or com mu ni ca tion recep ta cles serv ing a
ded i cated use shall not be required to be acces si ble.

3. Where two or more out lets are pro vided in a kitchen
above a length of coun ter top that is unin ter rupted by a 
sink or appli ance, one out let shall not be required to
be acces si ble.

4. Floor elec tri cal recep ta cles shall not be required to be
acces si ble.

5. HVAC diffusers shall not be required to be acces si ble.

6. Except for light switches, where redun dant con trols
are pro vided for a sin gle ele ment, one con trol in each
space shall not be required to be acces si ble.

1109.13.1 Op er a ble win dows. Where op er a ble win dows
are pro vided in rooms that are re quired to be ac ces si ble in
ac cor dance with Sec tions 1107.5.1.1, 1107.5.2.1,
1107.5.3.1, 1107.5.4, 1107.6.1.1, 1107.6.2.2.1 and
1107.6.4.1, at least one win dow in each room shall be ac ces -
si ble and each re quired op er a ble win dow shall be ac ces si -
ble.

Ex cep tion: Ac ces si ble win dows are not re quired in
bath rooms or kitch ens.

1109.14 Rec re ational fa cil i ties. Rec re ational fa cil i ties shall
be pro vided with ac ces si ble fea tures in ac cor dance with Sec -
tions 1109.14.1 through 1109.14.3.

1109.14.1 Fa cil ities serv ing a sin gle build ing. In Group
R-2 and R-3 oc cu pan cies where rec re ational fa cil i ties are
pro vided serv ing a sin gle build ing con tain ing Type A or
Type B units, 25 per cent, but not less than one, of each type
of rec re ational fa cil ity shall be ac ces si ble. Ev ery rec re -
ational fa cil ity of each type on a site shall be con sid ered to
de ter mine the to tal num ber of each type that is re quired to be 
ac ces si ble.

1109.14.2 Fa cil ities serv ing mul ti ple build ings. In Group
R-2 and R-3 oc cu pan cies on a sin gle site where mul ti ple
build ings con tain ing Type A or Type B units are served by
rec re ational fa cil i ties, 25 per cent, but not less than one, of
each type of rec re ational fa cil ity serv ing each build ing shall
be ac ces si ble. The to tal num ber of each type of rec re ational
fa cil ity that is re quired to be ac ces si ble shall be de ter mined
by con sid er ing ev ery rec re ational fa cil ity of each type serv -
ing each build ing on the site.

1109.14.3 Other oc cu pan cies. All rec re ational fa cil i ties
not fall ing within the pur view of Sec tion 1109.14.1 or
1109.14.2 shall be ac ces si ble.

SECTION 1110
SIGNAGE

1110.1 Signs. Re quired ac ces si ble el e ments shall be iden ti fied
by the In ter na tional Sym bol of Ac ces si bil ity at the fol low ing
lo ca tions:

1. Ac ces si ble park ing spaces re quired by Sec tion 1106.1
ex cept where the to tal num ber of park ing spaces pro -
vided is four or less.

2. Ac ces si ble pas sen ger load ing zones.

3. Ac ces si ble ar eas of ref uge re quired by Sec tion 1007.6.

4. Ac ces si ble rooms where mul ti ple sin gle-user toi let or
bath ing rooms are clus tered at a sin gle lo ca tion.

5. Ac ces si ble en trances where not all en trances are ac ces si -
ble.

6. Ac ces si ble check-out aisles where not all aisles are ac -
ces si ble. The sign, where pro vided, shall be above the
check-out aisle in the same lo ca tion as the check-out
aisle num ber or type of check-out iden ti fi ca tion.

7. Uni sex toi let and bath ing rooms.

8. Ac ces si ble dress ing, fit ting and locker rooms where not
all such rooms are ac ces si ble.

1110.2 Di rec tional sign age. Di rec tional sign age in di cat ing
the route to the near est like ac ces si ble el e ment shall be pro -
vided at the fol low ing lo ca tions. These di rec tional signs shall
in clude the In ter na tional Sym bol of Ac ces si bil ity:

1. In ac ces si ble build ing en trances.

2. In ac ces si ble pub lic toi lets and bath ing fa cil i ties.

3. El e va tors not serv ing an ac ces si ble route.

4. At each sep a rate-sex toi let and bath ing room in di cat ing
the lo ca tion of the near est uni sex toi let or bath ing room
where pro vided in ac cor dance with Sec tion 1109.2.1.

5. At ex its and el e va tors serv ing a re quired ac ces si ble
space, but not pro vid ing an ap proved ac ces si ble means of 
egress, sign age shall be pro vided in ac cor dance with
Sec tion 1007.7.

1110.3 Other signs. Sign age in di cat ing spe cial ac ces si bil ity
pro vi sions shall be pro vided as shown:

1. Each as sem bly area re quired to com ply with Sec tion
1108.2.7 shall pro vide a sign no ti fy ing pa trons of the
avail abil ity of assistive lis ten ing sys tems.

Ex cep tion: Where ticket of fices or win dows are pro -
vided, signs are not re quired at each as sem bly area
pro vided that signs are dis played at each ticket of fice
or win dow in form ing pa trons of the avail abil ity of
assistive lis ten ing sys tems.

2. At each door to an egress stair way, exit pas sage way and
exit dis charge, sign age shall be pro vided in ac cor dance
with Sec tion 1011.3.
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3. At ar eas of ref uge, sign age shall be pro vided in ac cor -
dance with Sec tions 1007.6.3 through 1007.6.5.

4. At ar eas for as sisted res cue, sign age shall be pro vided in
ac cor dance with Sec tion 1007.8.3.
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