
CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201
GENERAL

201.1 Scope. Un less oth er wise ex pressly stated, the fol low ing
words and terms shall, for the pur poses of this code, have the
mean ings shown in this chap ter.

201.2 Interchangeability. Words used in the pres ent tense in -
clude the fu ture; words stated in the mas cu line gen der in clude
the fem i nine and neu ter; the sin gu lar num ber in cludes the plu -
ral and the plu ral, the sin gu lar.

201.3 Terms de fined in other codes. Where terms are not de -
fined in this code and are de fined in the Fuel Gas Code of New
York State,  Fire Code of New York State, Me chan i cal Code of
New York State or Plumbing Code of New York State, such
terms shall have the mean ings as cribed to them as in those
codes.

201.4 Terms not de fined. Where terms are not de fined through 
the meth ods au tho rized by this sec tion, such terms shall have
or di narily ac cepted mean ings such as the con text im plies.

SECTION 202
DEFINITIONS

AC CES SI BLE. See Sec tion 1102.1.

AC CES SI BLE MEANS OF EGRESS. See Sec tion 1002.1.

AC CES SI BLE ROUTE. See Sec tion 1102.1.

AC CES SI BLE UNIT. See Sec tion 1102.

AC CRED I TA TION BODY. See Sec tion 2302.1.

AC TIVE FAULT/AC TIVE FAULT TRACE. See Sec tion
1613.1.

AD DI TION. An ex ten sion or in crease in floor area or height of 
a build ing or struc ture.

AD HERED MA SONRY VE NEER. See Sec tion 1402.1.

AD JUSTED SHEAR RE SIS TANCE. (Steel Con struc tion).
See Sec tion 2202.1.

AD JUSTED SHEAR RE SIS TANCE. (Wood Con struc tion).
See Sec tion 2302.1.

AD MIX TURE. See Sec tion 1902.1.

ADOBE CON STRUC TION. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Sta bi lized adobe. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Unstabilized adobe. See Sec tion 2102.1.

[F] AERO SOL. See Sec tion 307.2.

Level 1 aero sol prod ucts. See Sec tion 307.2.
Level 2 aero sol prod ucts. See Sec tion 307.2.
Level 3 aero sol prod ucts. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] AERO SOL CON TAINER. See Sec tion 307.2.

AG GRE GATE. See Sec tion 1902.1.

AG GRE GATE, LIGHT WEIGHT. See Sec tion 1902.1.

AG RI CUL TURAL, BUILDING. A struc ture de signed and
con structed to house farm im ple ments, hay, grain, poul try, live -
stock or other hor ti cul tural prod ucts. This struc ture shall not be
a place of hu man hab i ta tion or a place of em ploy ment where
ag ri cul tural prod ucts are pro cessed, treated or pack aged, nor
shall it be a place used by the pub lic.

AIR-IN FLATED STRUC TURE. See Sec tion 3102.2.

AIR-SUP PORTED STRUC TURE. See Sec tion 3102.2.

Dou ble skin. See Sec tion 3102.2.
Sin gle skin. See Sec tion 3102.2.

AISLE ACCESSWAY. See Sec tion 1002.1.

[F] ALARM NO TI FI CA TION AP PLI ANCE. See Sec tion
902.1.

[F] ALARM SIG NAL. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] ALARM VER I FI CA TION FEA TURE. See Sec tion
902.1.

ALLEY. See “Pub lic way.”

AL LOW ABLE STRESS DESIGN. See Sec tion 1602.1.

AL TER ATION. Any con struc tion or ren o va tion to an ex ist ing 
struc ture other than re pair or ad di tion.

AL TER NATING TREAD DE VICE. See Sec tion 1002.1.

AN CHOR. See Sec tion 2102.1.

AN CHOR BUILDING. See Sec tion 402.2.

AN CHORED MA SONRY VE NEER. See Sec tion 1402.1.

AN NU LAR SPACE. See Sec tion 702.1.

[F] AN NUN CI A TOR. See Sec tion 902.1.

AP PROVED. Ac cept able to the Code En force ment Of fi cial as 
de ter mined to meet the re quire ments of this code.

AP PROVED AGENCY. See Sec tion 1702.1.

AP PROVED FAB RI CA TOR. See Sec tion 1702.1.

APPROVED SOURCE. An in de pend ent per son, firm or cor -
po ra tion, ap proved by the Code En force ment Of fi cial, who is
com pe tent and ex pe ri enced in the ap pli ca tion of en gi neer ing
prin ci ples to ma te ri als, meth ods or sys tems anal y ses.

AR CHI TEC TURAL TERRA COT TA. See Sec tion 2102.1.

AREA. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Bedded. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Gross cross-sec tional. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Net cross-sec tional. See Sec tion 2102.1.

AREA, BUILDING. See Sec tion 502.1.

AREA OF REF UGE. See Sec tion 1002.1.

AREA WAY. A subsurface space ad ja cent to a build ing open at
the top or pro tected at the top by a grat ing or guard.

ASSISTIVE LIS TEN ING DE VICE. A per ma nent sys tem
that re in forces sound trans mis sion within an area from a source 
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to a re ceiver/trans ducer to be used by the hear ing im paired
within that area.

AS SISTED LIVING FA CIL ITIES. See Sec tion 310.2, “Res -
i den tial Care/As sisted liv ing fa cil i ties.”

ATRIUM. See Sec tion 404.1.1.

AT TACH MENTS, SEIS MIC. See Sec tion 1613.1.

AT TIC. The space be tween the ceil ing beams of the top story
and the roof raf ters.

[F] AU DI BLE ALARM NO TI FI CA TION AP PLI ANCE.
See Sec tion 902.1.

AUTHORITY HAV ING JU RIS DIC TION. The lo cal gov -
ern ment, county gov ern ment or state agency re spon si ble for
the ad min is tra tion and en force ment of an ap pli ca ble reg u la tion 
or law.

[F] AU TO MATIC. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] AU TO MATIC FIRE-EX TIN GUISHING SYS TEM.
See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] AU TO MATIC SPRIN KLER SYS TEM. See Sec tion
902.1.

[F] AV ER AGE AM BI ENT SOUND LEVEL. See Sec tion
902.1

AWNING. An ar chi tec tural pro jec tion that pro vides weather
pro tec tion, iden tity or dec o ra tion and is wholly sup ported by
the build ing to which it is at tached. An awn ing is com prised of
a light weight, rigid skel e ton struc ture over which a cov er ing is
at tached.

BACKING. See Sec tion 1402.1.

BAL CONY, EX TE RIOR. See Sec tion 1602.1.

[F] BAR RI CADE. See Sec tion 307.2.

Ar ti fi cial bar ri cade. See Sec tion 307.2.

Nat u ral bar ri cade. See Sec tion 307.2.

BASE. See Sec tion 1613.1.

BASE FLOOD. See Sec tion 1612.2.

BASE FLOOD EL E VA TION. See Sec tion 1612.2.

BASE SHEAR. See Sec tion 1602.1.

BA SIC SEIS MIC-FORCE-RE SISTING SYS TEMS. See
Sec tion 1602.1.

Bear ing wall sys tem. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Build ing frame sys tem. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Dual sys tem. See Sec tion 1602.1.
In verted pen du lum sys tem. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Mo ment-re sist ing frame sys tem. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Shear wall-frame in ter ac tive sys tem. See Sec tion 1602.1.

BASEMENT. That por tion of a build ing that is partly or com -
pletely be low grade (see “Story above grade plane” and Sec -
tions 502.1 and 1612.2).

BED JOINT. See Sec tion 2102.1.

BLEACHERS. See Sec tion 1002.1.

BOARDING HOUSE. See Sec tion 310.2.

[F] BOILING POINT. See Sec tion 307.2.

BOND BEAM. See Sec tion 2102.1.

BOND RE IN FORCING. See Sec tion 2102.1.

BOUND ARY EL E MENT. See Sec tions 1602.1 and 1613.1.

BOUND ARY MEM BERS. See Sec tion 1602.1.

BRACED WALL LINE. See Sec tion 2302.1.

BRACED WALL PANEL. See Sec tion 2302.1.

BRICK. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Cal cium sil i cate (sand lime brick). See Sec tion 2102.1.
Clay or shale. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Con crete. See Sec tion 2102.1.

BRIT TLE. See Sec tion 1613.1. 

BUILDING. Any struc ture used or in tended for sup port ing or
shel ter ing any use or oc cu pancy.

BUILDING, EN CLOSED. See Sec tion 1609.2.

BUILDING LINE. The line es tab lished by law, be yond which
a build ing shall not ex tend, ex cept as spe cif i cally pro vided by
law.

BUILDING, LOW-RISE. See Sec tion 1609.2.

BUILDING, OPEN. See Sec tion 1609.2.

BUILDING, PARTIALLY EN CLOSED. See Sec tion
1609.2.

BUILDING, SIM PLE DI A PHRAGM. See Sec tion 1609.2.

BUILT-UP ROOF COVERING. See Sec tion 1502.1.

BUT TRESS. See Sec tion 2102.1.

CA BLE-RE STRAINED, AIR-SUP PORTED STRUC -
TURE. See Sec tion 3102.2.

CAN OPY. An ar chi tec tural pro jec tion that pro vides weather
pro tec tion, iden tity or dec o ra tion and is sup ported by the build -
ing to which it is at tached and at the outer end by not less than
one stan chion. A can opy is com prised of a rigid struc ture over
which a cov er ing is at tached.

CAN TI LE VERED COL UMN SYS TEM. See Sec tion
1602.1.

[F] CARBON DI OX IDE EX TIN GUISHING SYS TEMS.
See Sec tion 902.1.

CAST STONE. See Sec tion 2102.1.

[F] CEIL ING LIMIT. See Sec tion 902.1.

CEIL ING RA DI A TION DAMPER. See Sec tion 702.1.

CELL. See Sec tion 2102.1.

CE MENT PLAS TER. See Sec tion 2502.1.

CEMENTITIOUS MA TE RIALS. See Sec tion 1902.1.

CE RAMIC FIBER BLANKET. See Sec tion 721.1.1.

CER TIF I CATE OF COM PLI ANCE. See Sec tion 1702.1.

CHIM NEY. See Sec tion 2102.1.

CHIM NEY TYPES. See Sec tion 2102.1.

High-heat ap pli ance type. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Low-heat ap pli ance type. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Ma sonry type. See Sec tion 2102.1.
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Me dium-heat ap pli ance type. See Sec tion 2102.1.

CIR CU LA TION PATH. See Sec tion 1102.1.

CLADDING. See “Com po nents and clad ding.”

[F] CLEAN AGENT. See Sec tion 902.1.

CLEANOUT. See Sec tion 2102.1.

[F] CLOSED SYS TEM. See Sec tion 307.2.

CODE EN FORCE MENT OF FI CIAL. The of fi cer or other
des ig nated au thor ity charged with the ad min is tra tion and en -
force ment of this code.

COL LAR JOINT. See Sec tion 2102.1.

COL LEC TOR. See Sec tions 1613.1 and 2302.1.

COL LEC TOR EL E MENTS. See Sec tion 1602.1.

COL UMN. See Sec tion 1902.1.

COL UMN, MA SONRY. See Sec tion 2102.1.

COM BI NA TION FIRE/SMOKE DAMPER. See Sec tion
702.1.

[F] COM BUS TI BLE DUST. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] COM BUS TI BLE FI BERS. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] COM BUS TI BLE LIQ UID. See Sec tion 307.2.

Class II. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class IIIA. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class IIIB. See Sec tion 307.2.

COM MON PATH OF EGRESS TRAVEL. See Sec tion
1002.1.

COM MON USE. See Sec tion 1002.1.

COM PO NENT. See Sec tion 1613.1.

Com po nent equip ment. See Sec tion 1613.1.
Com po nent, flex i ble. See Sec tion 1613.1.
Com po nent, rigid. See Sec tion 1613.1.

COM PO NENTS AND CLADDING. See Sec tion 1609.2.

COM POS ITE MA SONRY. See Sec tion 2102.1.

[F] COM PRESSED GAS. See Sec tion 307.2.

COM PRES SIVE STRENGTH OF MA SONRY. See Sec -
tion 2102.1.

CON CRETE. See Sec tion 1902.1.

CON CRETE CAR BON ATE AG GRE GATE. See Sec tion
721.1.1.

CON CRETE, CEL LU LAR. See Sec tion 721.1.1.

CON CRETE, LIGHT WEIGHT AG GRE GATE. See Sec -
tion 721.1.1.

CON CRETE, PERLITE. See Sec tion 721.1.1.

CON CRETE, SAND-LIGHT WEIGHT. See Sec tion 721.1.1.

CON CRETE, SI LI CEOUS AG GRE GATE. See Sec tion
721.1.1.

CON CRETE (F ¢ c),  SPEC IFIED COM PRES SIVE
STRENGTH OF. See Sec tion 1902.1.

CON CRETE, VER MIC U LITE. See Sec tion 721.1.1.

CON FINED RE GION. See Sec tion 1602.1.

CON NEC TOR. See Sec tion 2102.1.

[F] CON STANTLY AT TENDED LO CA TION. See Sec tion
902.1.

CON STRUC TION DOC U MENTS. Written, graphic and
pic to rial doc u ments pre pared or as sem bled for de scrib ing the
de sign, lo ca tion and phys i cal char ac ter is tics of the el e ments of
a pro ject nec es sary for ob tain ing a build ing per mit.

CON STRUC TION TYPES. See Sec tion 602.

Type I. See Sec tion 602.2.
Type II. See Sec tion 602.2.
Type III. See Sec tion 602.3.
Type IV. See Sec tion 602.4.
Type V. See Sec tion 602.5.

[F] CON TIN U OUS GAS-DE TEC TION SYS TEM. See
Sec tion 415.2.

CON TRAC TION JOINT. See Sec tion 1902.1.

[F] CON TROL AREA. See Sec tion 307.2.

CON TROLLED LOW-STRENGTH MA TE RIAL. A
self-com pacted, cementitious ma te rial used pri mar ily as a
back fill in place of com pacted fill.

CON VEN TIONAL LIGHT-FRAME WOOD CON -
STRUC TION. See Sec tion 2302.1.

COR RI DOR. See Sec tion 1002.1.

COR RO SION RE SIS TANCE. The abil ity of a ma te rial to
with stand de te ri o ra tion of its sur face or its prop er ties when ex -
posed to its en vi ron ment. 

[F] COR RO SIVE. See Sec tion 307.2.

COURT. An open, un cov ered space, un ob structed to the sky,
bounded on three or more sides by ex te rior build ing walls or
other en clos ing de vices.

COVER. See Sec tion 2102.1.

COVERED MALL BUILDING. See Sec tion 402.2.

CRIP PLE WALL. See Sec tion 2302.1.

CRYO GENIC FLUID. See Sec tion 307.2.

DALLE GLASS. See Sec tion 2402.1.

DAMPER. See Sec tion 702.1.

DEAD LOADS. See Sec tion 1602.1.

DECK. See Sec tion 1602.1.

DEC O RA TIVE GLASS. See Sec tion 2402.1.

[F] DEF LA GRA TION. See Sec tion 307.2.

DEFORMABILITY. See Sec tion 1602.1.

High deformability el e ment. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Limited deformability el e ment. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Low deformability el e ment. See Sec tion 1602.1.

DE FOR MA TION. See Sec tion 1602.1.

Limited de for ma tion. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Ul ti mate de for ma tion. See Sec tion 1602.1.

DE FORMED RE IN FORCE MENT. See Sec tion 1902.1.

[F] DE LUGE SYS TEM. See Sec tion 902.1.
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DESIGN EARTH QUAKE. See Sec tion 1613.1.

DESIGN FLOOD. See Sec tion 1612.2.

DESIGN FLOOD EL E VA TION. See Sec tion 1612.2.

DESIGN STRENGTH. See Sec tion 1602.1.

DES IG NATED SEIS MIC SYS TEM. See Sec tion 1613.1.

[F] DE TACHED STOR AGE BUILDING. See Sec tion 307.2.

DE TECT ABLE WARNING. See Sec tion 1102.1.

[F] DE TEC TOR, HEAT. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] DET O NA TION. See Sec tion 307.2.

DI A PHRAGM. See Sec tions 1602.1 and 2102.1.

Di a phragm, blocked. See Sec tions 1602.1 and 2102.1.
Di a phragm, bound ary. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Di a phragm, chord. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Di a phragm, flex i ble. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Di a phragm, rigid. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Di a phragm, un blocked. See Sec tion 2302.1.

DI MEN SIONS. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Ac tual. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Nom i nal. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Spec ified. See Sec tion 2102.1.

DIS PENSING. See Sec tion 307.2.

DIS PLACE MENT. See Sec tion 1613.1.

De sign dis place ment. See Sec tion 1613.1.
To tal de sign dis place ment. See Sec tion 1613.1.
To tal max i mum dis place ment. See Sec tion 1613.1.

DIS PLACE MENT RE STRAINT SYS TEM. See Sec tion
1613.1

DOOR, BAL ANCED. See Sec tion 1002.1.

DOR MI TORY. See Sec tion 310.2.

DRAFTSTOP. See Sec tion 702.1.

DRAG STRUT. See Sec tion 2302.1.

[F] DRY-CHEM I CAL EX TIN GUISHING AGENT. See
Sec tion 902.1.

DRY FLOODPROOFING. See Sec tion 1612.2.

DU RA TION OF LOAD. See Sec tion 1602.1.

DWELLING. A build ing that con tains one or two dwell ing
units used, in tended or de signed to be used, rented, leased, let
or hired out to be oc cu pied for liv ing pur poses.

DWELLING UNIT. See Sec tion 310.2.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, MUL TI -
STORY. See Sec tion 1102.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, TYPE A. See
Sec tion 1102.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, TYPE B. See
Sec tion 1102.

EF FEC TIVE DAMPING. See Sec tion 1613.1.

EF FEC TIVE EMBEDMENT DEPTH. See Sec tion
1913.2.2.

EF FEC TIVE HEIGHT. See Sec tion 2102.1.

EF FEC TIVE STIFF NESS. See Sec tion 1613.1.

EF FEC TIVE WIND AREA. See Sec tion 1609.2.

EGRESS COURT. See Sec tion 1002.1.

EL E MENT. See Sec tion 1602.1.

Duc tile el e ment. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Limited duc tile el e ment. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Nonductile el e ment. See Sec tion 1602.1.

[F] EMER GENCY ALARM SYS TEM. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] EMER GENCY CON TROL STATION. See Sec tion
415.2.

EMER GENCY ES CAPE AND RES CUE OPENING. See
Sec tion 1002.1.

[F] EMER GENCY VOICE/ALARM COM MU NI CA -
TIONS. See Sec tion 902.1.

EM PLOYEE WORK AREA. See Sec tion 1102.1.

EQUIP MENT SUP PORT. See Sec tion 1602.1.

ES SEN TIAL FA CIL ITIES. See Sec tion 1602.1.

[F] EX HAUSTED EN CLO SURE. See Sec tion 415.2.

EX ISTING CON STRUC TION. See Sec tion 1612.2.

EX ISTING STRUC TURE. A struc ture erected prior to the
date of adop tion of the ap pro pri ate code, or one for which a le -
gal build ing per mit has been is sued.

EXIT. See Sec tion 1002.1.

EXIT AC CESS. See Sec tion 1002.1.

EXIT DIS CHARGE. See Sec tion 1002.1.

EXIT DIS CHARGE, LEVEL OF. See Sec tion 1002.1.

EXIT EN CLO SURE. See Sec tion 1002.1.

EXIT PAS SAGE WAY. See Sec tion 1002.1.

EX PANDED VI NYL WALL COVERING. See Sec tion
802.1.

[F] EX PLO SION. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] EX PLO SIVE. See Sec tion 307.2.

High ex plo sive. See Sec tion 307.2.
Low ex plo sive. See Sec tion 307.2.
Mass det o nat ing ex plo sives. See Sec tion 307.2.
UN/DOTn Class 1 Ex plo sives. See Sec tion 307.2.

Di vi sion 1.1. See Sec tion 307.2.
Di vi sion 1.2. See Sec tion 307.2.
Di vi sion 1.3. See Sec tion 307.2.
Di vi sion 1.4. See Sec tion 307.2.
Di vi sion 1.5. See Sec tion 307.2.
Di vi sion 1.6. See Sec tion 307.2.

EX TE RIOR SUR FACES. See Sec tion 2502.1.

EX TE RIOR WALL. See Sec tion 1402.1.

EX TE RIOR WALL COVERING. See Sec tion 1402.1.

EX TE RIOR WALL EN VELOPE. See Sec tion 1402.1. 

F RATING. See Sec tion 702.1. 

FAB RI CATED ITEM. See Sec tion 1702.1.
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[F] FAB RI CA TION AREA. See Sec tion 415.2.

FA CIL ITY. See Sec tion 1102.1.

FAC TORED LOAD. See Sec tion 1602.1.

FI BER BOARD. See Sec tion 2302.1.

[F] FIRE ALARM CON TROL UNIT. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] FIRE ALARM SIG NAL. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] FIRE ALARM SYS TEM. See Sec tion 902.1.

FIRE AREA. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIRE BARRIER. See Sec tion 702.1.

[F] FIRE COM MAND CENTER. See Sec tion 902.1.

FIRE DAMPER. See Sec tion 702.1.

[F] FIRE DE TEC TOR, AU TO MATIC. See Sec tion 902.1.

FIRE DOOR. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIRE DOOR AS SEM BLY. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIRE EXIT HARD WARE. See Sec tion 1002.1.

FIRE PAR TI TION. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIRE PRO TEC TION RATING. See Sec tion 702.1.

[F] FIRE PRO TEC TION SYS TEM. See Sec tion 902.1.

FIRE RE SIS TANCE. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIRE-RE SIS TANCE RATING. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIRE-RE SIS TANT JOINT SYS TEM. See Sec tion 702.1.

[F] FIRE SAFETY FUNC TIONS. See Sec tion 902.1.

FIRE SEP A RA TION DIS TANCE. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIRE WALL. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIRE WIN DOW AS SEM BLY. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIREBLOCKING. See Sec tion 702.1.

FIRE PLACE. See Sec tion 2102.1.

FIRE PLACE THROAT. See Sec tion 2102.1.

FIRE WORKS. See Sec tion 307.2.

FIRE WORKS, 1.3G. See Sec tion 307.2.

FIRE WORKS, 1.4G. See Sec tion 307.2.

FLAME RE SIS TANCE. See Sec tion 802.1.

FLAME SPREAD. See Sec tion 802.1.

FLAME SPREAD IN DEX. See Sec tion 802.1.

[F] FLAM MA BLE GAS. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] FLAM MA BLE LIQ UEFIED GAS. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] FLAM MA BLE LIQ UID. See Sec tion 307.2.

Class IA. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class IB. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class IC. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] FLAM MA BLE MA TE RIAL. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] FLAM MA BLE SOLID. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] FLAM MA BLE VA PORS OR FUMES. See Sec tion
415.2.

[F] FLASH POINT. See Sec tion 307.2.

FLEX I BLE BUILD INGS AND OTHER STRUC TURES.
See Sec tion 1609.2.

FLEX I BLE EQUIP MENT CON NEC TIONS. See Sec tion
1602.1.

FLEX URAL LENGTH. See Sec tion 1808.1.

FLOOD OR FLOODING. See Sec tion 1612.2.

FLOOD DAM AGE-RE SIS TANT MA TE RIALS. See Sec -
tion 1612.2.

FLOOD HAZ ARD AREA. See Sec tion 1612.2.

FLOOD HAZ ARD AREA SUB JECT TO HIGH VE LOC -
ITY WAVE AC TION. See Sec tion 1612.2.

FLOOD IN SUR ANCE RATE MAP (FIRM). See Sec tion
1612.2.

FLOOD IN SUR ANCE STUDY. See Sec tion 1612.2.

FLOODWAY. See Sec tion 1612.2.

FLOOR AREA, GROSS. See Sec tion 1002.1.

FLOOR AREA, NET. See Sec tion 1002.1.

FLOOR FIRE DOOR AS SEM BLY. See Sec tion 702.1.

FLY GAL LERY. See Sec tion 410.2.

[F] FOAM-EX TIN GUISHING SYS TEMS. See Sec tion
902.1.

FOAM PLAS TIC IN SU LA TION. See Sec tion 2602.1.

FOLDING AND TELE SCOPIC SEATING. See Sec tion
1002.1.

FOOD COURT. See Sec tion 402.2.

FRAME. See Sec tion 1602.1.

Braced frame. See Sec tion 1602.1.
Con cen trically braced frame (CBF). See Sec tion 1602.1.
Ec cen trically braced frame (EBF). See Sec tion 1602.1.
Or di nary con cen tri cally braced frame (OCBF). See
Sec tion 1602.1.
Spe cial con cen tri cally braced frame (SCBF). See Sec -
tion 1602.1.
Mo ment frame. See Sec tion 1602.1.

[F] GAS CABINET. See Sec tion 415.2.

[F] GAS ROOM. See Sec tion 415.2.

GLASS FI BER BOARD. See Sec tion 721.1.1.

GLUED BUILT-UP MEM BER. See Sec tion 2302.1.

GRADE FLOOR OPENING. A win dow or other open ing lo -
cated such that the sill height of the open ing is not more than 44
inches (1118 mm) above or be low the fin ished ground level ad -
ja cent to the open ing.

GRADE (LUM BER). See Sec tion 2302.1.

GRADE PLANE. See Sec tion 502.1.

GRAND STAND. See Sec tion 1002.1.

GRAV ITY LOAD. See Sec tion 1613.1.

GRID IRON. See Sec tion 410.2.

GROSS LEASABLE AREA. See Sec tion 402.2.

GROUTED MA SONRY. See Sec tion 2102.1.
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Grouted hol low-unit ma sonry. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Grouted multiwythe ma sonry. See Sec tion 2102.1.

GUARD. See Sec tion 1002.1.

GYP SUM BOARD. See Sec tion 2502.1.

GYP SUM PLAS TER. See Sec tion 2502.1.

GYP SUM VE NEER PLAS TER. See Sec tion 2502.1.

HAB IT ABLE SPACE. A space in a build ing for liv ing, sleep -
ing, eat ing or cook ing. Bath rooms, toi let rooms, clos ets, halls,
stor age or util ity spaces and sim i lar ar eas are not con sid ered
hab it able spaces.

[F] HALOGENATED EX TIN GUISHING SYS TEMS. See
Sec tion 902.1.

[F] HAN DLING. See Sec tion 307.2.

HAND RAIL. See Sec tion 1002.1.

HARD BOARD. See Sec tion 2302.1.

HAZ ARD OUS CON TENTS. See Sec tion 1613.1.

[F] HAZ ARD OUS MA TE RIALS. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] HAZ ARD OUS PRO DUC TION MA TE RIAL (HPM).
See Sec tion 415.2.

HEAD JOINT. See Sec tion 2102.1.

HEADER (Bonder). See Sec tion 2102.1.

[F] HEALTH HAZ ARD. See Sec tion 307.2.

HEIGHT, BUILDING. See Sec tion 502.1.

HEIGHT, STORY. See Sec tion 502.1.

HEIGHT, WALLS. See Sec tion 2102.1.

HE LI PORT. See Sec tion 412.5.2.

HELISTOP. See Sec tion 412.5.2.

[F] HIGHLY TOXIC. See Sec tion 307.2.

HIS TORIC BUILD INGS. Build ings that are listed in or el i gi -
ble for list ing in the Na tional Reg is ter of His toric Places, or
des ig nated as his toric un der an ap pro pri ate state or lo cal law
(see Sec tion 3406).

HOR I ZON TAL EXIT. See Sec tion 1002.1.

[F] HPM FLAM MA BLE LIQ UID. See Sec tion 415.2.

[F] HPM ROOM. See Sec tion 415.2.

HUR RI CANE-PRONE RE GIONS. See Sec tion 1609.2.

IM ME DI ATELY DAN GER OUS TO LIFE AND HEALTH 
(IDLH). See Sec tion 415.2.

IM PACT LOAD. See Sec tion 1602.1.

IM POR TANCE FACTOR, I. See Sec tion 1609.2.

IN COM PAT I BLE MA TE RIALS. See Sec tion 307.2.

IN DUS TRIAL EQUIP MENT PLAT FORM. See Sec tion
502.1.

[F] INI TI ATING DE VICE. See Sec tion 902.1.

IN SPEC TION CER TIF I CATE. See Sec tion 1702.1.

IN TENDED TO BE OC CUPIED AS A RES I DENCE. See
Sec tion 1102.

IN TE RIOR FIN ISH. See Sec tion 802.1.

IN TE RIOR FLOOR FIN ISH. See Sec tion 802.1.

IN TE RIOR SUR FACES. See Sec tion 2502.1.

IN TE RIOR WALL AND CEIL ING FIN ISH. See Sec tion
802.1.

INTERLAYMENT. See Sec tion 1502.1.

IN VERTED PEN DU LUM-TYPE STRUC TURES. See
Sec tion 1613.1.

ISO LA TION IN TER FACE. See Sec tion 1613.1.

ISO LA TION JOINT. See Sec tion 1902.1.

ISO LA TION SYS TEM. See Sec tion 1613.1.

ISO LA TOR UNIT. See Sec tion 1613.1.

JOINT. See Sec tions 702.1 and 1602.1.

JU RIS DIC TION. The gov ern men tal unit that has adopted
this code un der due leg is la tive au thor ity.

LA BEL. See Sec tion 1702.1.

LIGHT-DIF FUSING SYS TEM. See Sec tion 2602.1.

LIGHT-FRAME CON STRUC TION. A type of con struc tion 
whose ver ti cal and hor i zon tal struc tural el e ments are pri mar ily
formed by a sys tem of re pet i tive wood or light gage steel fram -
ing mem bers.

LIGHT-TRANS MITTING PLAS TIC ROOF PANELS.
See Sec tion 2602.1.

LIGHT-TRANS MITTING PLAS TIC WALL PANELS.
See Sec tion 2602.1.

LIMIT STATE. See Sec tion 1602.1.

[F] LIQ UID. See Sec tion 415.2.

[F] LIQ UID STOR AGE ROOM. See Sec tion 415.2.

[F] LIQ UID USE, DIS PENSING AND MIXING ROOMS.
See Sec tion 415.2.

LISTED. See Sec tion 902.1.

LIVE LOADS. See Sec tion 1602.1.

LIVE LOADS (ROOF). See Sec tion 1602.1.

LOAD. See Sec tion 1613.1.

Grav ity load (W). See Sec tion 1613.1.

LOAD AND RE SIS TANCE FACTOR DESIGN (LRFD).
See Sec tion 1602.1.

LOAD FACTOR. See Sec tion 1602.1.

LOADS. See Sec tion 1602.1.

LOADS EF FECTS. See Sec tion 1602.1.

LOT. A por tion or par cel of land con sid ered as a unit.

LOT LINE. A line di vid ing one lot from an other, or from a
street or any pub lic place.

[F] LOWER FLAM MA BLE LIMIT (LFL). See Sec tion
415.2.

LOWEST FLOOR. See Sec tion 1612.2.

MAIN WINDFORCE-RE SISTING SYS TEM. See Sec tion
1609.2.

MALL. See Sec tion 402.2.
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[F] MAN UAL FIRE ALARM BOX. See Sec tion 902.1.

MAN U FAC TURER’S DES IG NA TION. See Sec tion
1702.1.

MARK. See Sec tion 1702.1.

MARQUEE. A per ma nent roofed struc ture at tached to and
sup ported by the build ing and that pro jects into the pub lic
right- of-way.

MA SONRY. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Ashlar ma sonry. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Coursed ashlar. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Glass unit ma sonry. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Plain ma sonry. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Ran dom ashlar. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Re in forced ma sonry. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Solid ma sonry. See Sec tion 2102.1.

MA SONRY UNIT. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Clay. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Con crete. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Hol low. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Solid. See Sec tion 2102.1.

MAX I MUM CON SIDERED EARTH QUAKE. See Sec tion 
1613.1.

MEAN DAILY TEM PER A TURE. See Sec tion 2102.1.

MEAN ROOF HEIGHT. See Sec tion 1609.2.

MEANS OF EGRESS. See Sec tion 1002.1.

ME CHAN I CAL-AC CESS OPEN PARKING GA RAGES.
See Sec tion 406.3.2.

ME CHAN I CAL EQUIP MENT SCREEN. See Sec tion
1502.1.

MEM BRANE-COVERED CA BLE STRUC TURE. See
Sec tion 3102.2.

MEM BRANE-COVERED FRAME STRUC TURE. See
Sec tion 3102.2.

MEM BRANE PEN E TRA TION. See Sec tion 702.1.

MEM BRANE-PEN E TRA TION FIRESTOP. See Sec tion
702.1.

METAL COM POS ITE MA TE RIAL (MCM). See Sec tion
1402.

METAL COM POS ITE MA TE RIAL SYS TEM. See Sec -
tion 1402.

METAL ROOF PANEL. See Sec tion 1502.1.

METAL ROOF SHIN GLE. See Sec tion 1502.1.

MEZ ZA NINE. See Sec tion 502.1.

MIN ERAL BOARD. See Sec tion 721.1.1.

MOD IFIED BI TU MEN ROOF COVERING. See Sec tion
1502.1.

MOD U LAR BUILD ING. A build ing wholly or in sub stan tial
part man u fac tured in a man u fac tur ing fa cil ity, in tended or de -
signed for per ma nent in stal la tion or as sem bly on a build ing

site, and whereby all por tions may not be rea son ably in spected
at the in stal la tion site with out dis as sem bly or de struc tion
thereof.

MORTAR. See Sec tion 2102.1.

MORTAR, SUR FACE-BONDING. See Sec tion 2102.1.

MUL TI LEVEL AS SEM BLY SEAT ING. See Sec tion
1102.1.

[F] MUL TI PLE-STATION ALARM DE VICE. See Sec tion
902.1.

[F] MUL TI PLE-STATION SMOKE ALARM. See Sec tion
902.1.

NAILING, BOUND ARY. See Sec tion 2302.1.

NAILING, EDGE. See Sec tion 2302.1.

NAILING, FIELD. See Sec tion 2302.1.

NAT U RALLY DU RA BLE WOOD. See Sec tion 2302.1.

De cay re sis tant. See Sec tion 2302.1.
Ter mite re sis tant. See Sec tion 2302.1.

NOM I NAL LOADS. See Sec tion 1602.1.

NOM I NAL SIZE (LUM BER). See Sec tion 2302.1.

NONBUILDING STRUC TURE. See Sec tion 1613.1.

NONCOMBUSTIBLE MEM BRANE STRUC TURE. See
Sec tion 3102.2.

[F] NOR MAL TEM PER A TURE AND PRES SURE
(NTP). See Sec tion 415.2.

NOSING. See Sec tion 1002.1.

[F] NUI SANCE ALARM. See Sec tion 902.1.

OC CU PANCY IM POR TANCE FACTOR. See Sec tion
1613.1.

OC CU PANT LOAD. See Sec tion 1002.1.

OCCUPIABLE SPACE. A room or en closed space de signed
for hu man oc cu pancy in which in di vid u als con gre gate for
amuse ment, ed u ca tional or sim i lar pur poses or in which oc cu -
pants are en gaged at la bor, and which is equipped with means
of egress and light and ven ti la tion fa cil i ties meet ing the re -
quire ments of this code.

OPEN PARKING GA RAGE. See Sec tion 406.3.2.

[F] OPEN SYS TEM. See Sec tion 307.2.

OPERATING BUILDING. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] OR GANIC PER OX IDE. See Sec tion 307.2.

Class I. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class II. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class III. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class IV. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class V. See Sec tion 307.2.
Un clas si fied de ton able. See Sec tion 307.2.

OTHER STRUC TURES. See Sec tion 1602.1.

OWNER. Any per son, agent, firm or cor po ra tion hav ing a le -
gal or eq ui ta ble in ter est in the prop erty.
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[F] OX I DIZER. See Sec tion 307.2.

Class 4. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class 3. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class 2. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class 1. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] OX I DIZING GAS. See Sec tion 307.2.

P-DELTA EF FECT. See Sec tion 1602.1.

PANEL (PART OF A STRUC TURE). See Sec tion 1602.1.

PANIC HARD WARE. See Sec tion 1002.1.

PARTICLEBOARD. See Sec tion 2302.1.

PED ES TAL. See Sec tion 1902.1.

PEN E TRA TION FIRESTOP. See Sec tion 702.1.

PENT HOUSE. See Sec tion 1502.1.

PER MIT. An of fi cial doc u ment or cer tif i cate is sued by the au -
thor ity hav ing ju ris dic tion which au tho rizes per for mance of a
spec i fied ac tiv ity.

PER SON. An in di vid ual, heirs, ex ec u tors, ad min is tra tors or
as signs, and also in cludes a firm, part ner ship or cor po ra tion, its 
or their suc ces sors or as signs, or the agent of any of the afore -
said.

PER SONAL CARE SER VICE. See Sec tion 310.2.

[F] PHYS I CAL HAZ ARD. See Sec tion 307.2.

PIER FOUN DA TIONS. See Sec tion 1808.1.

Belled piers. See Sec tion 1808.1.

PILE FOUN DA TIONS. See Sec tion 1808.1.

Au ger un cased piles. See Sec tion 1808.1.
Cais son piles. See Sec tion 1808.1.
Con crete-filled steel pipe and tube piles. See Sec tion
1808.1.
Driven un cased piles. See Sec tion 1808.1.
En larged base piles. See Sec tion 1808.1.
Piles. See Sec tion 1808.1.
Steel-cased piles. See Sec tion 1808.1.

PINRAIL. See Sec tion 410.2.

PLAIN CON CRETE. See Sec tion 1902.1.

PLAIN RE IN FORCE MENT. See Sec tion 1902.1.

PLAS TIC, AP PROVED. See Sec tion 2602.1.

PLAS TIC GLAZING. See Sec tion 2602.1.

PLAS TIC HINGE. See Sec tion 2102.1.

PLAT FORM. See Sec tion 410.2.

POS I TIVE ROOF DRAIN AGE. See Sec tion 1502.1.

PRE CAST CON CRETE. See Sec tion 1902.1.

PRE SER VA TIVE-TREATED WOOD. See Sec tion 2302.1.

PRE STRESSED CON CRETE. See Sec tion 1902.1.

PRE STRESSED MA SONRY. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Pre stressed ma sonry shear wall. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Or di nary plain pre stressed ma sonry shear wall. See
Sec tion 2102.1.

Spe cial pre stressed ma sonry shear wall. See Sec tion
2102.1.
Spe cial re in forced ma sonry shear wall. See Sec tion
2102.1.

PRISM. See Sec tion 2102.1.

PRO JECTED AREA. See Sec tion 1913.2.2.

PRO SCE NIUM WALL. See Sec tion 410.2.

PUB LIC EN TRANCE. See Sec tion 1102.1.

PUB LIC-USE AREAS. See Sec tion 1102.1.

PUB LIC WAY. See Sec tion 1002.1.

[F] PYROPHORIC. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] PY RO TECH NIC COM PO SI TION. See Sec tion 307.2.

QUAL ITY AS SUR ANCE PLAN. A writ ten pro ce dure com -
ply ing with the re quire ments of Sec tion 1705.

RAMP. See Sec tion 1002.1.

RAMP-AC CESS OPEN PARKING GA RAGES. See Sec -
tion 406.3.2.

[F] RE CORD DRAW INGS. See Sec tion 902.1.

REF ER ENCE RE SIS TANCE (D). See Sec tion 2302.1.

REG IS TERED DE SIGN PRO FES SIONAL. An in di vid ual
who is a Registered Ar chi tect (RA) in ac cor dance with Ar ti cle
147 of the New York State Ed u ca tion Law or a li censed Pro fes -
sional En gi neer (PE) in ac cor dance with Ar ti cle 145 of the
New York State Ed u ca tion Law.

RE IN FORCED CON CRETE. See Sec tion 1902.1.

RE IN FORCED PLAS TIC, GLASS FIBER. See Sec tion
2602.1.

RE IN FORCE MENT. See Sec tion 1902.1.

RE PAIR. The re con struc tion or re newal of any part of an ex ist -
ing build ing for the pur pose of its main te nance.

RE QUIRED STRENGTH. See Sec tions 1602.1 and 2102.1.

REROOFING. See Sec tion 1502.1.

RESHORES. See Sec tion 1902.1.

RES I DEN TIAL AIR CRAFT HAN GAR. See Sec tion
412.3.1.

RES I DEN TIAL CARE/AS SISTED LIVING FA CIL -
ITIES. See Sec tion 310.2.

RE SIS TANCE FACTOR. See Sec tion 1602.1.

RE STRICTED EN TRANCE. See Sec tion 1102.1.

RE TRACT ABLE AWNING. See Sec tion 3105.2.

ROOF AS SEM BLY. See Sec tion 1502.1.

ROOF COVERING. See Sec tion 1502.1.

ROOF COVERING SYS TEM. See Sec tion 1502.1.

ROOF DECK. See Sec tion 1502.1.

ROOF RE COVER. See Sec tion 1502.1.

ROOF RE PAIR. See Sec tion 1502.1.

ROOF RE PLACE MENT. See Sec tion 1502.1.

ROOF VEN TI LA TION. See Sec tion 1502.1.
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ROOF TOP STRUC TURE. See Sec tion 1502.1.

RUB BLE MA SONRY. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Coursed rub ble. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Ran dom rub ble. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Rough or or di nary rub ble. See Sec tion 2102.1.

RUNNING BOND. See Sec tion 2102.1.

SCIS SOR STAIR See Sec tion 1002.1.

SCUPPER. See Sec tion 1502.1.

SEIS MIC DESIGN CAT E GORY. See Sec tion 1613.1.

SEIS MIC-FORCE-RE SISTING SYS TEM. See Sec tion
1613.1.

SEIS MIC FORCES. See Sec tion 1613.1.

SEIS MIC RE SPONSE CO EF FI CIENT. See Sec tion
1613.1.

SEIS MIC USE GROUP. See Sec tion 1613.1.

SELF-CLOSING. See Sec tion 702.1.

SELF-SER VICE STOR AGE FA CIL ITY. See Sec tion
1102.1.

[F] SER VICE COR RI DOR. See Sec tion 415.2.

SER VICE EN TRANCE. See Sec tion 1102.1.

SHAFT. See Sec tion 702.1.

SHAFT EN CLO SURE. See Sec tion 702.1.

SHAL LOW AN CHORS. See Sec tion 1602.1.

SHEAR PANEL. See Sec tion 1602.1.

SHEAR WALL. See Sec tions 1602.1, 1613.1 and 2102.1.

De tailed plain ma sonry shear wall. See Sec tion 2102.1.
In ter me di ate re in forced ma sonry shear wall. See Sec tion 
2102.1.
Or di nary plain ma sonry shear wall. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Or di nary re in forced ma sonry shear wall. See Sec tion
2102.1.
Per fo rated shear wall. See Sec tion 2302.1.
Per fo rated shear wall seg ment. See Sec tion 2302.1. 
Spe cial re in forced ma sonry shear wall. See Sec tion
2102.1.
Type I shear wall. See Sec tion 2202.1.
Type II shear wall. See Sec tion 2202.1.
Type II shear wall seg ment. See Sec tion 2202.1.

SHEAR WALL-FRAME IN TER AC TIVE SYS TEM. See
Sec tion 1613.1.

SHELL. See Sec tion 2102.1.

SHORES. See Sec tion 1902.1.

SHOTCRETE. See Sec tion 1914.1.

SIN GLE-PLY MEM BRANE. See Sec tion 1502.1.

[F] SIN GLE-STATION SMOKE ALARM. See Sec tion
902.1.

SITE. See Sec tion 1102.1.

SITE CLASS. See Sec tion 1613.1.

SITE CO EF FI CIENTS. See Sec tion 1613.1.

SKY LIGHT, UNIT. A fac tory-as sem bled, glazed fen es tra tion 
unit, con tain ing one panel of glaz ing ma te rial that al lows for
nat u ral light ing through an open ing in the roof as sem bly while
pre serv ing the weather-re sis tant bar rier of the roof.

SKY LIGHTS AND SLOPED GLAZING. Glass or other
trans par ent or trans lu cent glaz ing ma te rial in stalled at a
slope of 15 de grees (0.26 rad) or more from ver ti cal. Glazing 
ma te rial in sky lights, in clud ing unit sky lights, so lar i ums,
sun rooms, roofs and sloped walls, are in cluded in this def i ni -
tion.

SLEEPING UNIT. A room or space in which peo ple sleep,
which can also in clude per ma nent pro vi sions for liv ing, eat ing,
and ei ther san i ta tion or kitchen fa cil i ties but not both. Such
rooms and spaces that are also part of a dwell ing unit are not
sleep ing units.

[F] SMOKE ALARM. See Sec tion 902.1.

SMOKE BARRIER. See Sec tion 702.1.

SMOKE COM PART MENT. See Sec tion 702.1.

SMOKE DAMPER. See Sec tion 702.1.

[F] SMOKE DE TEC TOR. See Sec tion 902.1.

SMOKE-DE VELOPED IN DEX. See Sec tion 802.1.

SMOKE-PRO TECTED AS SEM BLY SEATING. See Sec -
tion 1002.1.

SMOKEPROOF EN CLO SURE. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] SOLID. See Sec tion 415.2.

SPACE FRAME. See Sec tion 1602.1.

SPE CIAL AMUSE MENT BUILDING. See Sec tion 411.2.

SPE CIAL IN SPEC TION. See Sec tion 1702.1.

Spe cial con tin u ous in spec tion. See Sec tion 1702.1.
Spe cial pe ri odic in spec tion. See Sec tion 1702.1.

SPE CIAL FLOOD HAZ ARD AREA. See Sec tion 1612.2.

SPE CIAL TRANS VERSE RE IN FORCE MENT. See Sec -
tion 1602.1.

SPEC IFIED. See Sec tion 2102.1.

SPEC IFIED COM PRES SIVE STRENGTH OF MA -
SONRY (f ¢m). See Sec tion 2102.1.

SPI RAL RE IN FORCE MENT. See Sec tion 1902.1.

SPLICE. See Sec tion 702.1.

SPRAYED FIRE-RE SIS TANT MA TE RIALS. See Sec tion
1702.1.

STACK BOND. See Sec tion 2102.1.

STAGE. See Sec tion 410.2.

STAIR. See Sec tion 1002.1.

STAIR WAY. See Sec tion 1002.1.

STAIR WAY, EX TE RIOR. See Sec tion 1002.1.

STAIR WAY, IN TE RIOR. See Sec tion 1002.1.

STAIR WAY, SPI RAL. See Sec tion 1002.1.

[F] STANDPIPE SYS TEM, CLASSES OF. See Sec tion
902.1.
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Class I sys tem. See Sec tion 902.1.
Class II sys tem. See Sec tion 902.1.
Class III sys tem. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] STANDPIPE, TYPES OF. See Sec tion 902.1.

Au to matic dry. See Sec tion 902.1.
Au to matic wet. See Sec tion 902.1.
Man ual dry. See Sec tion 902.1.
Man ual wet. See Sec tion 902.1.
Semi au to matic dry. See Sec tion 902.1.

START OF CON STRUC TION. See Sec tion 1612.2.

STEEL CON STRUC TION, COLD-FORMED. See Sec tion 
2202.1.

STEEL JOIST. See Sec tion 2202.1.

STEEL MEM BER, STRUC TURAL. See Sec tion 2202.1.

STEEP SLOPE. A roof slope greater than two units ver ti cal in
12 units hor i zon tal (17-per cent slope).

STONE MA SONRY. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Ashlar stone ma sonry. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Rub ble stone ma sonry. See Sec tion 2102.1.

[F] STOR AGE, HAZ ARD OUS MA TE RIALS. See Sec tion
415.2.

STORY. That por tion of a build ing in cluded be tween the up per 
sur face of a floor and the up per sur face of the floor or roof next
above (also see “Base ment,” “Mez za nine” and Sec tion 502.1).
It is mea sured as the ver ti cal dis tance from top to top of two
suc ces sive tiers of beams or fin ished floor sur faces and, for the
top most story, from the top of the floor fin ish to the top of the
ceil ing joists or, where there is not a ceil ing, to the top of the
roof raf ters.

STORY ABOVE GRADE PLANE. Any story hav ing its fin -
ished floor sur face en tirely above grade plane, ex cept that a
base ment shall be con sid ered as a story above grade plane
where the fin ished sur face of the floor above the base ment is:

1. More than 6 feet (1829 mm) above grade plane;

2. More than 6 feet (1829 mm) above the fin ished ground
level for more than 50 per cent of the to tal build ing per im -
e ter; or

3. More than 12 feet (3658 mm) above the fin ished ground
level at any point.

STORY DRIFT RA TIO. See Sec tion 1613.1.

STRENGTH. See Sec tion 2102.1.

De sign strength. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Nom i nal strength. See Sec tions 1602.1 and 2102.1.

STRENGTH DESIGN. See Sec tion 1602.1.

STRUC TURAL CON CRETE. See Sec tion 1902.1.

STRUC TURAL GLUED-LAM I NATED TIM BER. See
Sec tion 2302.1.

STRUC TURAL OB SER VA TION. See Sec tion 1702.1.

STRUC TURE. That which is built or con structed.

SUBDIAPHRAGM. See Sec tion 2302.1.

SUB STAN TIAL DAM AGE. See Sec tion 1612.2.

SUB STAN TIAL IM PROVE MENT. See Sec tion 1612.2.

[F] SU PER VISING STATION. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] SU PER VI SORY SER VICE. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] SU PER VI SORY SIG NAL. See Sec tion 902.1.

[F] SU PER VI SORY SIG NAL-INI TI ATING DE VICE. See
Sec tion 902.1.

SWIMMING POOLS. See Sec tion 3109.2.

T RATING. See Sec tion 702.1.

TEN DON. See Sec tion 1902.1.

TENT. Any struc ture, en clo sure or shel ter which is con -
structed of can vas or pli able ma te rial sup ported in any man ner
ex cept by air or the con tents it pro tects.

THER MO PLAS TIC MA TE RIAL. See Sec tion 2602.1.

THERMOSETTING MA TE RIAL. See Sec tion 2602.1.

THROUGH PEN E TRA TION. See Sec tion 702.1.

THROUGH-PEN E TRA TION FIRESTOP SYS TEM. See
Sec tion 702.1.

TIE-DOWN (HOLD-DOWN). See Sec tion 2302.1.

TIE, LAT ERAL. See Sec tion 2102.1.

TIE, WALL. See Sec tion 2102.1.

TILE. See Sec tion 2102.1.

TILE, STRUC TURAL CLAY. See Sec tion 2102.1.

[F] TIRES, BULK STOR AGE OF. See Sec tion 902.1.

TOR SIONAL FORCE DIS TRI BU TION. See Sec tion
1613.1.

TOUGH NESS. See Sec tion 1613.1.

[F] TOXIC. See Sec tion 307.2.

TREATED WOOD. See Sec tion 2302.1.

TRIM. See Sec tion 802.1.

[F] TROU BLE SIG NAL. See Sec tion 902.1.

UN AD JUSTED SHEAR RE SIS TANCE. See Sec tion
2202.1.

UNDERLAYMENT. See Sec tion 1502.1.

[F] UN STA BLE (RE AC TIVE) MA TE RIAL. See Sec tion
307.2.

Class 4. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class 3. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class 2. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class 1. See Sec tion 307.2.

[F] USE (MA TE RIAL). See Sec tion 415.2.

VA POR-PER ME ABLE MEM BRANE. A ma te rial or cov er -
ing hav ing a permeance rat ing of 5 perms (52.9 ́ 10-10 kg/Pa × s ×  m2) 
or greater, when tested in ac cor dance with the dessicant method us -
ing Pro ce dure A of ASTM E 96. A va por-per me able ma te rial per -
mits the pas sage of mois ture va por.
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VA POR RE TARDER. A va por-re sis tant ma te rial, mem brane
or cov er ing such as foil, plas tic sheet ing or in su la tion fac ing
hav ing a permeance rat ing of 1 perm (5.7 ́  10-11 kg/Pa × s × m2)
or less, when tested in ac cor dance with the dessicant method
us ing Pro ce dure A of ASTM E 96. Va por re tard ers limit the
amount of mois ture va por that passes through a ma te rial or wall 
as sem bly.

VE NEER. See Sec tion 1402.1.

VEN TI LA TION. The nat u ral or me chan i cal pro cess of sup -
ply ing con di tioned or un con di tioned air to, or re mov ing such
air from, any space.

[F] VIS I BLE ALARM NO TI FI CA TION AP PLI ANCE.
See Sec tion 902.1.

WALK WAY, PE DES TRIAN. A walk way used ex clu sively as 
a pe des trian trafficway.

WALL. See Sec tion 2102.1.

Cav ity wall. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Com pos ite wall. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Dry-stacked, sur face-bonded wall. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Ma sonry-bonded hol low wall. See Sec tion 2102.1.
Par a pet wall. See Sec tion 2102.1.

WALL, LOAD-BEARING. See Sec tion 1602.1.

WALL, NONLOAD-BEARING. See Sec tion 1602.1.

[F] WA TER-RE AC TIVE MA TE RIAL. See Sec tion 307.2.

Class 3. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class 2. See Sec tion 307.2.
Class 1. See Sec tion 307.2.

WEATHER-EX POSED SUR FACES. See Sec tion 2502.1.

WEB. See Sec tion 2102.1.

[F] WET-CHEM I CAL EX TIN GUISHING SYS TEM. See
Sec tion 902.1.

WHEEL CHAIR SPACE. See Sec tion 1102.1.

WIND-BORNE DE BRIS RE GION. See Sec tion 1609.2.

WIND-RE STRAINT SEIS MIC SYS TEM. See Sec tion
1613.

WIRE BACKING. See Sec tion 2502.1.

[F] WIRE LESS PRO TEC TION SYS TEM. See Sec tion
902.1.

WOOD SHEAR PANEL. See Sec tion 2302.1.

WOOD STRUC TURAL PANEL. See Sec tion 2302.1.

Com pos ite pan els. See Sec tion 2302.1.
Ori ented strand board (OSB). See Sec tion 2302.1.
Ply wood. See Sec tion 2302.1.

[F] WORK STA TION. See Sec tion 415.2.

WYTHE. See Sec tion 2102.1.

YARD. An open space, other than a court, un ob structed from
the ground to the sky, ex cept where spe cif i cally pro vided by
this code, on the lot on which a build ing is sit u ated.

[F] ZONE. See Sec tion 902.1.
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