
CHAPTER 29

PLUMBING SYSTEMS

SECTION 2901
GENERAL

2901.1 Scope. The pro vi sions of this chap ter and the Plumbing
Code of New York State shall gov ern the erec tion, in stal la tion,
al ter ation, re pairs, re lo ca tion, re place ment, ad di tion to, use or
main te nance of plumb ing equip ment and sys tems. Plumb ing
sys tems and equip ment shall be con structed, in stalled and
main tained in ac cor dance with the Plumbing Code of New York
State.

[P] SECTION 2902
MINIMUM PLUMBING FACILITIES

2902.1 Min i mum num ber of fix tures. Plumbing fix tures
shall be pro vided for the type of oc cu pancy and in the min i -
mum num ber shown in Ta ble 2902.1. The num ber of oc cu pants 
shall be de ter mined by this code. Oc cu pancy clas si fi ca tion
shall be de ter mined in ac cor dance with Chap ter 3.
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TABLE 2902.1
MINIMUM NUMBER OF REQUIRED PLUMBING FIXTURESa

(See Sections 2902.2 and 2902.3)

No. CLASSIFICATION
USE

GROUP DESCRIPTION

WATER CLOSETS
(SEE SECTION 2904.2 OF THE

PLUMB ING CODE OF NEW
YORK STATE FOR URI NALS) LAVATORIES

BATHTUBS
OR

SHOWERS

DRINKING
FOUNTAINS 

(SEE SECTION
410.1 OF THE
PLUMBING

CODE OF NEW
YORK STATE ) OTHERMALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

1

Assembly
(see Sections
2902.2, 2902.5
and 2902.6)

A-1

Theaters usually with
fixed seats and other
buildings for the
performing arts and
motion pictures

1 per 125 1 per 65 1 per 200 — 1 per 500
1

service
sink

A-2

Nightclubs, bars, taverns, 
dance halls and buildings 
for similar purposes

1 per 40 1 per 40 1 per 75 — 1 per 500
1

service
sink

Restaurants, banquet
halls and food courts 1 per 75 1 per 75 1 per 200 — 1 per 500

1
service

sink

A-3

Auditoriums without
permanent seating, art
galleries, exhibition
halls, museums, lecture
halls, libraries, arcades
and gymnasiums

1 per 125 1 per 65 1 per 200 — 1 per 500
1

service
sink

Passenger terminals and
transportation facilities 1 per 500 1 per 500 1 per 750 — 1 per 1,000

1
service

sink

A-3

Places of worship and
other religious services. 
Churches without
assembly hallsd 

1 per 150 1 per 75 1 per 200 — 1 per 1,000
1

service
sink

A-4

Coliseums, arenas,
skating rinks, pools and
tennis courts for indoor
sporting events and
activities

1 per 75 for the 
first 1,500 and
1 per 120 for
the remainder
exceeding
1,500

1 per 40 for the 
first 1,500 and
1 per 60 for the 
remainder
exceeding
1,500

1 per 200 1 per 150 — 1 per 1,000
1

service
sink

A-5

Stadiums, amusement
parks, bleachers and
grandstands for outdoor
sporting events and
activitiesd

1 per 75 for the 
first 1,500 and
1 per 120 for
the remainder
exceeding
1,500

1 per 40 for the 
first 1,500 and
1 per 60 for the 
remainder
exceeding
1,500

1 per 200 1 per 150 — 1 per 1,000
1

service
sink

(continued)
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TABLE 2902.1—continued
MINIMUM NUMBER OF REQUIRED PLUMBING FACILITIESa

No. CLASSIFICATION
USE

GROUP DESCRIPTION

WATER CLOSETS
(SEE SECTION 2904.2 OF THE 

PLUMBING CODE OF NEW
YORK STATE FOR URINALS) LAVATORIES

BATHTUBS
OR

SHOWERS

DRINKING
FOUNTAINS 

(SEE SECTION
410.1 OF THE
PLUMBING

CODE OF NEW
YORK STATE) OTHERMALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

2

Business (see
Sections 2902.2,
2902.4, 2902.4.1
and 2902.6)

B

Buildings for the
transaction of business, 
professional services,
other services
involving merchandise, 
office buildings, banks, 
light industrial and
similar uses

1 per 25 for the first 50 and 1
per 50 for the remainder

exceeding 50

1 per 50 for the first
50 and 1 per 80 for

the remainder
exceeding 50

— 1 per 100 1 service
sink

3 Educational E Educational facilities 1 per 50 1 per 50 — 1 per 100 1 service
sink

4 Factory and
industrial

F-1
and
F-2

Structures in which
occupants are engaged
in work fabricating,
assembly or processing 
of products or
materials

1 per 100 1 per 100

See Section
411 of the
Plumbing

Code of New
York State

1 per 400 1 service
sink

5 Institutional

I-1 Residential care 1 per 10 1 per 10 1 per 8 1 per 100 1 service
sink

I-2 Hospitals, ambulatory
nursing home patientsb 1 per per roomc 1 per per roomc 1 per 15 1 per 100 1 service

sink

Employees, other than
residential careb 1 per 25 1 per 35 — 1 per 100 —

Visitors, other than
residential care 1 per 75 1 per 100 — 1 per 500 —

I-3 Prisonsb 1 per cell 1 per cell 1 per 15 1 per 100 1 service
sink

I-3
Reformatories,
detention centers and
correctional centersb

1 per 15 1 per 15 1 per 15 1 per 100 1 service
sink

I-4 Adult day care and
child careb 1 per 15 1 per 15 1 per 15d 1 per 100 1 service

sink

6

Mercantile (see
Sections 2902.2,
2902.5 and
2902.6)

M

Retail stores, service
stations, shops,
salesrooms, markets
and shopping centers

1 per 500 1 per 750 — 1 per 1,000 1 service
sink

7 Residential

R-1
Hotels, motels,
boarding houses
(transient)

1 per guestroom 1 per guestroom 1 per
guestroom — 1 service

sink

R-2

Dormitories,
fraternities, sororities
and boarding house
(not transient)

1 per 10 1 per 10 1 per 8 1 per 100 1 service
sink

R-2 Apartment house 1 per dwelling unit 1 per dwelling unit 1 per
dwelling unit —

1 kitchen
sink per
dwelling
unit; 1
automatic
clothes
washer
connection 
per 20
dwelling
unitse

(continued)



2902.1.1 Uni sex toi let and bath fix tures. Fix tures lo cated
within uni sex toi let bath ing rooms com ply ing with Sec tion
404 of the Plumbing Code of New York State are per mit ted to 
be in cluded in de ter min ing the min i mum re quired num ber
of fix tures for as sem bly and mer can tile oc cu pan cies.

2902.2 Sep a rate fa cil i ties. Where plumb ing fix tures are re -
quired, sep a rate fa cil i ties shall be pro vided for each sex.

Ex cep tions:

1. Sep a rate fa cil i ties shall not be re quired for pri vate fa -
cil i ties.

2. Sep a rate em ployee fa cil i ties shall not be re quired in
oc cu pan cies in which 15 or fewer peo ple are em -
ployed.

3. Sep a rate fa cil i ties shall not be re quired in struc tures
or ten ant spaces with a to tal oc cu pant load, in clud ing
both em ploy ees and cus tom ers, of 15 or less.

4. Sep a rate fa cil i ties shall not be re quired in mer can tile
oc cu pan cies in which the max i mum oc cu pant load is
50 or less.

2902.3 Num ber of oc cu pants of each sex.  The de sign oc -
cu pant load shall be com posed of 50 per cent of each sex.

2902.4 Lo ca tion of em ployee toi let fa cil i ties in oc cu pan cies
other than as sem bly or mer can tile. Ac cess to toi let fa cil i ties
in oc cu pan cies other than mer can tile and as sem bly shall be
from within the em ploy ees’ work ing area. Em ployee fa cil i ties

shall be ei ther sep a rate fa cil i ties or com bined em ployee and
pub lic fa cil i ties.

Ex cep tion: Fa cil i ties that are re quired for em ploy ees in
stor age struc tures or ki osks, and are lo cated in ad ja cent
struc tures un der the same own er ship, lease or con trol, shall
be a max i mum travel dis tance of 500 feet (152 m) from the
em ploy ees’ work ing area.

2902.4.1 Travel dis tance. The re quired toi let fa cil i ties in
oc cu pan cies other than as sem bly or mer can tile shall be lo -
cated not more than one story above or be low the em ploy -
ees’ work ing area and the path or travel to such fa cil i ties
shall not ex ceed a dis tance of 500 feet (152 m).

2902.5 Lo ca tion of em ployee toi let fa cil i ties in mer can tile
and as sem bly oc cu pan cies. Em ploy ees shall be pro vided with 
toi let fa cil i ties in build ing and ten ant spaces uti lized as res tau -
rants, night clubs, places of pub lic as sem bly and mer can tile oc -
cu pan cies. The em ployee fa cil i ties shall be ei ther sep a rate
fa cil i ties or com bined em ployee and pub lic fa cil i ties. The re -
quired toi let fa cil i ties shall be lo cated not more than one story
above or be low the em ploy ees’ work area and the path of travel
to such fa cil i ties, in other than cov ered malls, shall not ex ceed a 
dis tance of 500 feet (152 m). The path of travel to re quired fa -
cil i ties in cov ered malls shall not ex ceed a dis tance of 300 feet
(91 m).

Ex cep tion: Em ployee toi let fa cil i ties shall not be re quired
in ten ant spaces where the travel dis tance from the main en -
trance of the ten ant spaces to a cen tral toi let area does not
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TABLE 2902.1—continued
MINIMUM NUMBER OF REQUIRED PLUMBING FACILITIESa

No. CLASSIFICATION
USE

GROUP DESCRIPTION

WATER CLOSETS
(SEE SECTION 2904.2 OF THE 

PLUMBING CODE OF NEW
YORK STATE FOR URI NALS) LAVATORIES

BATHTUBS
OR

SHOWERS

DRINKING
FOUNTAINS 

(SEE SECTION
410.1 OF THE
PLUMBING

CODE OF NEW
YORK STATE) OTHERMALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

7 Residential

R-3 One- and two-family
dwellings 1 per dwelling unit 1 per dwelling unit 1 per

dwelling unit —

1 kitchen
sink per
dwelling
unit; 1
automatic
clothes
washer
connection
per
dwelling
units

R-4
Residential
care/assisted living
facilities

1 per 10 1 per 10 1 per 8 1 per 100 1 service
sink

8

Storage (see
Sections 2902.2,
2902.4 and
2902.4.1)

S-1
S-2

Structures for the
storage of goods,
warehouses,
storehouses and freight 
depots, low and
moderate hazard

1 per 100 1 per 100

See Section
411 of the
Plumbing

Code of New
York State

1 per 1,000 1 service
sink

a. The fix tures shown are based on one fix ture be ing the min i mum re quired for the num ber of per sons in di cated or any frac tion of the num ber of per sons in di cated.
The num ber of oc cu pants shall be de ter mined by this code.

b. Toi let fa cil i ties for em ploy ees shall be sep a rate from fa cil i ties for in mates or pa tients.
c. A sin gle-oc cu pant toi let room with one wa ter closet and one lav a tory serv ing not more than two ad ja cent pa tient rooms shall be per mit ted where such room is pro -

vided with di rect ac cess from each pa tient room and with pro vi sions for pri vacy.
d. Fix tures lo cated in ad ja cent build ings un der the own er ship or con trol of the church shall be made avail able dur ing pe ri ods the church is oc cu pied.

➡



ex ceed 300 feet (91 m) and such cen tral toi let fa cil i ties are
lo cated not more than one story above or be low the ten ant
space.

2902.6 Pub lic fa cil i ties. Cus tom ers, pa trons and vis i tors shall
be pro vided with pub lic toi let fa cil i ties in struc tures and ten ant
spaces in tended for pub lic uti li za tion. Pub lic toi let fa cil i ties
shall be lo cated not more than one story above or be low the
space re quired to be pro vided with pub lic toi let fa cil i ties and
the path of travel to such fa cil i ties shall not ex ceed a dis tance of
500 feet (152 m).

2902.6.1 Cov ered malls. In cov ered mall build ings, the
path of travel to re quired toi let fa cil i ties shall not ex ceed a
dis tance of 300 feet (91 m). Fa cil i ties shall be in stalled in
each in di vid ual store or in a cen tral toi let area lo cated in ac -
cor dance with this sec tion. The max i mum travel dis tance to
the cen tral toi let fa cil i ties in cov ered mall build ings shall be
mea sured from the main en trance of any store or ten ant
space.

2902.6.2 Pay fa cil i ties. Where pay fa cil i ties are in stalled,
such fa cil i ties shall be in ex cess of the re quired min i mum fa -
cil i ties. Re quired fa cil i ties shall be free of charge.

2902.6.3 Sign age. Re quired pub lic fa cil i ties shall be des ig -
nated by a leg i ble sign for each sex. Signs shall be readily
vis i ble and lo cated near the en trance to each toi let fa cil ity.
Signs for ac ces si ble toi let fa cil i ties shall com ply with
ICC/ANSI A117.1. 

SECTION 2903
ACCESSIBLE PLUMBING FACILITIES

2903.1 Where re quired. Ac ces si ble plumb ing fa cil i ties and
fix tures shall be pro vided in ac cor dance with Chap ter 11 of the
Build ing Code of New York State.
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