
CHAPTER 1 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 101
TITLE, SCOPE AND PURPOSE

101.1 Title. These pro vi sions shall be known as the Exist ing
Build ing Code of New York State and shall be cited as such and
will be referred to herein as “this code.”

101.2 Scope. The pro vi sions of this code shall apply to the
repair, alter ation, change of occu pancy, addi tion and relo ca tion 
of exist ing build ings. A build ing or a por tion of a build ing that
has not been pre vi ously occu pied or used for its intended pur -
pose shall com ply with the pro vi sions of the Build ing Code of
New York State for new con struc tion. Repairs, alter ations,
change of occu pancy, exist ing build ings to which addi tions are
made, his toric build ings and relo cated build ings com ply ing
with the pro vi sions of the Build ing Code of New York State,
Fire Code of New York State, Mechan i cal Code of New York
State, Plumb ing Code of New York State, Fuel Gas Code of New 
York State or the Res i den tial Code of New York State as appli ca -
ble shall be con sid ered in com pli ance with the pro vi sions of
this code.

Excep tions:

1. Detached one- and two-fam ily dwell ings and mul ti -
ple sin gle-fam ily dwell ings (town houses) not more
than three sto ries in height with sep a rate means of
egress and their acces sory struc tures or changes in
occu pancy thereto shall com ply with the Res i den tial
Code of New York State.

2. Agri cul tural build ings, includ ing barns, sheds, poul -
try houses and other build ings and equip ment on the
pre mises used directly and solely for agri cul tural pur -
poses.

3. Exist ing build ings built before Jan u ary 1, 2003, shall
not be required to com ply with the seis mic require -
ments of this code with the excep tion of the require -
ment for par a pet brac ing as described in Sec tion
707.8 of this code.

4. Energy con ser va tion mea sures in exist ing build ings
shall be in con for mance with Sec tion 101.4.2 through
101.4.4 of the Energy Con ser va tion Con struc tion
Code of New York State.

101.3 Pur pose. This code is intended to pro vide min i mum
require ments to safe guard pub lic safety, health and gen eral
wel fare in so far as they are affected by the repair, alter ation,
change of occu pancy, addi tion and relo ca tion of exist ing build -
ings.

SECTION 102
APPLICABILITY

102.1 Gen eral. Where, in any spe cific case, dif fer ent sec tions
of this code spec ify dif fer ent mate ri als, meth ods of con struc -
tion or other require ments, the most restric tive shall be appli ca -

ble. Where there is a con flict between a gen eral require ment
and a spe cific require ment, the spe cific require ment shall be
appli ca ble.

102.2 Other laws and reg u la tions. The pro vi sions of this
code shall not be deemed to nul lify any pro vi sions of local,
state or fed eral laws and reg u la tions.

102.3 Change of use or occu pancy. No change shall be made
in the use or occu pancy of any struc ture that would place the
struc ture in a dif fer ent divi sion of the same group or occu pancy 
or in a dif fer ent group of occu pan cies, unless such struc ture is
made to com ply with the require ments of this code and the Fire
Code of New York State.

102.4 Appli ca tion of ref er ences. Ref er ences to chap ter or sec -
tion num bers, or to pro vi sions not spe cif i cally iden ti fied by
num ber, shall be con strued to refer to such chap ter, sec tion or
pro vi sion of this code.

102.5 Ref er enced stan dards. The stan dards ref er enced in this
code shall be con sid ered part of the require ments of this code to 
the pre scribed extent of each such ref er ence. Where dif fer -
ences occur between pro vi sions of this code and ref er enced
stan dards, the pro vi sions of this code shall apply.

102.6 Appen dix and resource. The fol low ing appen dix and
resource have been adopted and are made part of this code:

Appen dix A–Guide lines for the Seis mic Ret ro fit of Exist -
ing Build ings

Resource A–Guide lines on Fire Rat ings of Archaic Mate ri -
als and Assem blies

102.7 Par tial inval id ity. In the event any part or pro vi sion of
this code is held to be ille gal or void, this shall not have the
effect of mak ing void or ille gal any of the other parts or pro vi -
sions.

102.8 Exist ing struc tures. The legal occu pancy of any struc -
ture exist ing on the date of adop tion of this code shall be per -
mit ted to con tinue with out change, except as is spe cif i cally
cov ered in this code, the Prop erty Main te nance Code of New
York State or the Fire Code of New York State.

102.8.1 Addi tions, alter ations and repairs. Addi tions,
alter ations or repairs to any struc ture shall con form to that
required by this code with out requir ing the exist ing struc -
ture to com ply with all the require ments of this code, unless
oth er wise stated. Addi tions, alter ations or repairs shall not
cause an exist ing struc ture to become unsafe or adversely
affect the per for mance of the build ing.

SECTION 103
MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT AND METHODS OF

CONSTRUCTION

103.1 Approved mate ri als and equip ment. Mate ri als, equip -
ment and devices approved by the code enforce ment offi cial
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for use shall be con structed and installed in accor dance with
such approval. Mate ri als, equip ment and devices tested by an
approved test ing lab o ra tory shall be per mit ted to be con -
structed and installed in accor dance with such approval.

103.2 Used mate ri als and equip ment. Mate rial, equip ment
and devices shall not be reused unless they meet the require -
ments of this code for new mate ri als.

103.3 Alter nate mate ri als, design and meth ods of con struc -
tion and equip ment. This code is not intended to pre vent the
use of any mate rial or to pro hibit any design or method of con -
struc tion not spe cif i cally pre scribed by this code, pro vided that
any such alter na tive has been approved by the code enforce -
ment offi cial or the State Fire Pre ven tion and Build ing Code
Coun cil.

 An alter na tive mate rial, design or method of con struc tion
may only be approved when it is deter mined to com ply with the 
intent of the pro vi sions of this code and be at least equiv a lent of
that pre scribed in this code in qual ity, strength, effec tive ness,
fire resis tance, dura bil ity and safety.

103.4 Safe guards dur ing con struc tion. All con struc tion
work cov ered in this code, includ ing any demo li tion, shall
com ply with the require ments of the Fire Code of New York
State and this code.

103.5 Work on indi vid ual com po nents or por tions. Where
the code enforce ment offi cial deter mines that a com po nent or a
por tion of a build ing or struc ture is in need of repair, strength -
en ing or replace ment by pro vi sions of this code, only that spe -
cific com po nent or por tion shall be required by other
pro vi sions of this code.

103.6 Design val ues for exist ing mate ri als and con struc -
tion. The incor po ra tion of exist ing mate ri als, con struc tion and
detail ing into the struc tural sys tem shall be per mit ted when
approved by the code enforce ment offi cial. Min i mum qual ity
lev els and max i mum strength val ues shall com ply with this
code.

103.7 Work man ship. Repairs, main te nance work, alter ations
or instal la tions which are caused directly or indi rectly by the
enforce ment of this code shall be exe cuted and installed in a
work man like man ner and installed in accor dance with this
code and the man u fac turer’s instal la tion instruc tions.

SECTION 104
SERVICE UTILITIES

104.1 Con nec tion of ser vice util i ties. Con nec tions from a
util ity, source of energy, fuel or power to any build ing or sys -
tem which is reg u lated by this code shall be made in accor -
dance with the reg u la tions of the pub lic util ity or other
author ity hav ing juris dic tion. 

104.2 Tem po rary power. Tem po rary power shall com ply with 
the require ments of Chap ter 27 of the Build ing Code of New
York State.

SECTION 105
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

105.1 Admin is tra tion and enforce ment. Admin is tra tion and
enforce ment of the New York State Uni form Fire Pre ven tion
and Build ing Code shall be in accor dance with local law, sub -
ject to the min i mum require ments set forth in the “Offi cial
Com pi la tion of Codes Rules and Reg u la tions of the State of
New York,” 19 NYCRR Part 1203, “Min i mum Stan dards for
Admin is tra tion and Enforce ment.” State agen cies shall com ply 
with the min i mum require ments set forth in 19 NYCRR Part
1204, “Admin is tra tion and Enforce ment by State Agen cies.”

105.2 Mod i fi ca tion. No town, vil lage, city or county, nor any
state agency charged with the admin is tra tion and enforce ment
of this code may waive, mod ify or oth er wise alter any pro vi sion 
of this code unless approved by the State Fire Pre ven tion and
Build ing Code Coun cil in accor dance with Sec tion 379 of Arti -
cle 18 of the Exec u tive Law.

105.3 Appli ca tion for vari ance or appeal. Vari ance or appeal
of any pro vi sion of this code shall be in accor dance with the
pro vi sions of the “Offi cial Com pi la tion of Codes Rules and
Reg u la tions of the State of New York,” 19 NYCRR Part 1205,
“Vari ance Pro ce dures.”
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