
CHAPTER 10

HISTORIC BUILDINGS

SECTION 1001
GENERAL

1001.1 Scope. It is the intent of this chap ter to pro vide means
for the pres er va tion of his toric build ings. His tor i cal build ings
shall com ply with the pro vi sions of this chap ter relat ing to their
repair, alter ation, relo ca tion and change of occu pancy.

1001.2 Report. A his toric build ing under go ing alter ation, or
change of occu pancy shall be inves ti gated and eval u ated. If it is
intended that the build ing meet the require ments of this chap -
ter, a writ ten report shall be pre pared and filed with the code
enforce ment offi cial by a reg is tered design pro fes sional when
such a report is nec es sary in the opin ion of the code enforce -
ment offi cial. Such report shall be in accor dance with Chap ter 1 
and shall iden tify:

1. Each required safety fea ture that is in com pli ance with
the pro vi sions of this chap ter.

2. Where com pli ance with pro vi sions of other chap ters
would dam age the con trib ut ing his toric char ac ter or con -
trib ut ing his toric fea tures.

1001.2.1 Com pli ance. For pur poses of com pli ance with
Sec tion 104.3, NFPA 914, Code for Fire Pro tec tion in His -
toric Struc tures, and NFPA 101A, Alter na tive Approaches
to Life Safety, may be used.

1001.3 Spe cial occu pancy excep tions. His toric build ings
used for pur poses such as muse ums, librar ies, exhib its, and
sim i lar uses less than 3,500 square feet (325.5 m2) per floor and
under four sto ries in height, shall be reg u lated as a Group B
occu pancy. Ade quate means of egress shall be pro vided and
shall, as appli ca ble, include:

1. A means of main tain ing doors in an open posi tion to per -
mit egress,

2. A limit on build ing occu pancy to an occu pant load per -
mit ted by the means of egress capac ity, 

3. A limit on occu pancy of cer tain areas or floors, or 

4. Supervision by a per son knowl edge able in the emer -
gency exit ing pro ce dures.

1001.4 Flood haz ard areas. In flood haz ard areas, if all pro -
posed work, includ ing repairs, work required because of a
change of occu pancy, and alter ations, con sti tutes sub stan tial
improve ment, then the exist ing build ing shall com ply with
Sec tion 1612 of the Build ing Code of New York State.

Excep tion: If a his toric build ing will con tinue to be a his -
toric build ing after the pro posed work is com pleted, then the 
pro posed work is not con sid ered a sub stan tial improve ment.

SECTION 1002
REPAIRS

1002.1 Gen eral. Repairs to any por tion of a his toric build ing or 
struc ture shall be per mit ted with orig i nal or like mate ri als and
orig i nal meth ods of con struc tion, sub ject to the pro vi sions of
this chap ter.

1002.2 Dan ger ous build ings. When a his toric build ing is
deter mined to be dan ger ous, no work shall be required except
as nec es sary to cor rect iden ti fied unsafe con di tions.

1002.3 Relo cated build ings. Foun da tions of relo cated his toric 
build ings and struc tures shall com ply with the Build ing Code
of New York State. Relo cated his toric build ings shall oth er wise
be con sid ered a his toric build ing for the pur poses of this code.
Relo cated his toric build ings and struc tures shall be sited so that 
exte rior wall and open ing require ments com ply with the Build -
ing Code of New York State or with the com pli ance alter na tives
of this code.

1002.4 Chap ter 4 com pli ance. His toric build ings under go ing
repairs shall com ply with all of the appli ca ble require ments of
Chap ter 4, except as spe cif i cally per mit ted in this chap ter.

1002.5 Replace ment. Replace ment of exist ing or miss ing fea -
tures using orig i nal mate ri als shall be per mit ted. Par tial
replace ment for repairs that match the orig i nal in con fig u ra -
tion, height, and size shall be per mit ted. Such replace ments
shall not be required to meet the mate ri als and meth ods
require ments of Sec tion 401.2.

Excep tion: Replace ment glaz ing in haz ard ous loca tions
shall com ply with the safety glaz ing require ments of the
Build ing Code of New York State, except for his toric glaz ing
iden ti fied in Sec tion 1001.2 which is per mit ted to remain, or 
may be replaced in kind to match his toric glaz ing.

SECTION 1003
FIRE SAFETY

1003.1 Scope. His toric build ings under go ing alter ations,
changes of occu pancy, or that are moved shall com ply with
Sec tion 1003.

1003.2 Gen eral. Every his toric build ing that does not con form
to the con struc tion require ments spec i fied in this code for the
occu pancy or use and that does not safe guard the occu pancy or
use from the haz ard of fire and explo sion shall be pro vided with 
an auto matic fire-extin guish ing sys tem. How ever, an auto -
matic fire-extin guish ing sys tem shall not be used to sub sti tute
for, or act an alter na tive to, the required num ber of exits from
any facil ity

1003.3 Means of egress. Exist ing door open ings and cor ri dor
and stair way widths less than those spec i fied else where in this
code may be approved, pro vided that there is suf fi cient width
and height for a per son to pass through the open ing or tra verse
the means of egress. When approved by the code enforce ment
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offi cial, the front or main exit doors need not swing in the direc -
tion of the path of exit travel, pro vided that other approved
means of egress hav ing suf fi cient capac ity to serve the total
occu pant load are pro vided.

1003.4 Tran soms. In fully sprinklered build ings of Group R-1, 
R-2 or R-3 occu pancy, exist ing tran soms in cor ri dors and other
fire-resis tance-rated walls may be main tained if fixed in the
closed posi tion. A sprin kler shall be installed on each side of
the tran som.

Excep tion: Tran soms con form ing to Sec tion 1005.8 shall
be accepted in unsprinklered build ings.

1003.5 Inte rior fin ishes. His toric wall and ceil ing fin ishes
iden ti fied in Sec tion 1001.2 shall be accepted.

1003.6 Stair way enclo sure. In build ings of less than four sto -
ries, exit enclo sure con struc tion shall limit the spread of smoke
by the use of tight-fit ting doors and solid ele ments. Such ele -
ments are not required to have a fire-resis tance rat ing.

Excep tion: An enclo sure for one exist ing stair in the build -
ing may be omit ted where such stair:

1. is iden ti fied in Sec tion 1001.2, and

2. serves only one adja cent floor and

3. is lim ited to one level.

1003.7 One-hour fire-resis tant assem blies. Where 1-hour
fire-resis tance-rated con struc tion is required by these pro vi -
sions, it need not be pro vided where the exist ing wall and ceil -
ing fin ish is wood or metal lath and plas ter.

1003.8 Glaz ing in fire-resis tance-rated sys tems. His toric
glaz ing mate ri als in inte rior walls required to have a 1-hour
fire-resis tance rat ing may be per mit ted when pro vided with
approved smoke seals and when the area affected is pro vided
with an auto matic sprin kler sys tem.

1003.9 Stair way rail ings. Grand stair ways shall be per mit ted
to remain with out com ply ing with the hand rail and guard
require ments. Exist ing hand rails and guards at all stairs shall
be per mit ted to remain, pro vided they are not struc tur ally dan -
ger ous.

1003.10 Guards. Guards shall com ply with Sec tions 1003.10.1
and 1003.10.2.

1003.10.1 Height. Exist ing guards shall com ply with the
require ments of Sec tion 405.

1003.10.2 Guard open ings. The spac ing between existing
inter me di ate rail ings or open ings in exist ing ornamental
pat terns shall be per mit ted to remain. Miss ing ele ments or
mem bers of a guard may be replaced to match his toric fea -
tures.

1003.11 Exit signs. Where exit sign or egress path mark ing
loca tion would dam age the his toric char ac ter or con trib ut ing
his toric fea tures iden ti fied in Section 1001.2, alter na tive exit
signs are per mit ted with approval of the code enforcement offi -
cial or the State His toric Pres er va tion Officer. Alter na tive signs 
shall iden tify the exits and egress path.

1003.12 Auto matic fire-extin guish ing sys tems.

1003.12.1 Gen eral. Every his tor i cal build ing that does
not con form to the con struc tion require ments spec i fied
in the Build ing Code of New York State for the occu pancy 
or use and that does not safe guard the occu pancy or use
from the haz ard of fire and explo sion shall be deemed to
be in com pli ance if pro vided with an auto matic
fire-extin guish ing sys tem in accor dance with Sec tion
903 of the Build ing Code of New York State.

 How ever an auto matic fire-extin guish ing sys tem shall
not be used to sub sti tute for, or act as an alter na tive to, the 
required num ber of exits or total capac ity from any facil -
ity.

1003.12.2  Pan eled doors. Exist ing pan eled doors that
are con trib ut ing his toric fea tures and are located in cor ri -
dors required to have a one-hour fire rat ing may remain,
pro vided that:

1. The doors are tight fit ting, and

2. The build ing is equipped with a quick response
auto matic sprin kler sys tem and

3. A quick response sprin kler head is located at each
side of the door.

1003.13  His toric wall and floor-ceil ing assem blies in mixed
use occu pan cies.  In build ings less than 3,500 sf/floor (325m2)
and less than four sto ries in height, an exist ing his toric wall or
floor/ceil ing assem bly iden ti fied in Sec tion 1001.2 may
remain, pro vided that all ver ti cal and hor i zon tal pen e tra tions
are pro tected and the entire build ing is equipped with an
approved auto matic fire alarm and smoke or heat detec tion sys -
tem in accor dance with Sec tion 907 of the Build ing Code of
New York State. 

Excep tion:  Group A-2 and H occu pan cies and areas where
open flames are used or com mer cial cook ing occurs as
defined by the Fire Code of New York State.  

SECTION 1004
ALTERATIONS

1004.1 Acces si bil ity require ments. The pro vi sions of Sec tion 
506 shall apply to build ings and facil i ties des ig nated as his toric
struc tures that undergo alter ations, unless tech ni cally infea si -
ble. Where com pli ance with the require ments for acces si ble
routes, ramps, entrances, or toi let facil i ties would threaten or
destroy the his toric sig nif i cance of the build ing or facil ity, as
deter mined by the code enforce ment offi cial or the State His -
toric Pres er va tion Officer, the alter na tive require ments of Sec -
tions 1004.1.1 through 1004.1.5 for that ele ment shall be
per mit ted.

1004.1.1 Site arrival points. At least one main entrance
shall be acces si ble.

1004.1.2 Mul ti level build ings and facil i ties. An acces si ble 
route from an acces si ble entrance to pub lic spaces on the
level of the acces si ble entrance shall be pro vided.
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1004.1.3 Entrances. At least one main entrance shall be
acces si ble.

Excep tions:

1. If a main entrance can not be made acces si ble,  an
acces si ble nonpublic entrance that is unlocked
while the build ing is occu pied shall be pro vided; or

2. If a main entrance can not be made acces si ble, a
locked acces si ble entrance with a noti fi ca tion sys -
tem or remote mon i tor ing shall be pro vided.

1004.1.4 Toi let and bath ing facil i ties. Where toi let rooms
are pro vided, at least one acces si ble toi let room shall be pro -
vided for each sex, or a uni sex toi let room com ply ing with
Sec tion 1109.2.1 of the Build ing Code of New York State
shall be pro vided.

1004.1.5 Ramps. The slope of a ramp run of 24 inches (610
mm) max i mum shall not be steeper than one unit ver ti cal in
eight units hor i zon tal (12-per cent slope).

SECTION 1005
CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY

1005.1 Gen eral. His toric build ings under go ing a change of
occu pancy shall com ply with the appli ca ble pro vi sions of
Chap ter 8, except as spe cif i cally per mit ted in this chap ter.
When Chap ter 8 requires com pli ance with spe cific require -
ments of Chap ter 4, Chap ter 5, or Chap ter 6 and when those
require ments are sub ject to the excep tions in Sec tion 1002, the
same excep tions shall apply to this sec tion.

1005.2 Build ing area. The allow able floor area for his toric
build ings under go ing a change of occu pancy shall be per mit ted 
to exceed by 20 per cent the allow able areas spec i fied in the
Build ing Code of New York State.

1005.3 Loca tion on prop erty. His toric struc tures under go ing
a change of use to a higher haz ard cat e gory in accor dance with
Sec tion 812.4.3 may use alter na tive meth ods to com ply with
the fire resis tance and exte rior open ing pro tec tive require ments 
per Sec tion 103.3.

1005.4 Occu pancy sep a ra tion. Required occu pancy sep a ra -
tions of 1 hour may be omit ted when the build ing is pro vided
with an approved auto matic sprin kler sys tem through out.

1005.5 Roof cov er ing. Regard less of occu pancy or use group,
roof-cov er ing mate ri als not less than Class C shall be per mit ted 
where a fire-retar dant roof cov er ing is required.

1005.6 Means of egress. Exist ing door open ings and cor ri dor
and stair way widths less than those spec i fied else where in this
code shall be approved, pro vided that there is suf fi cient width
and height for a per son to pass through the open ing or tra verse
the exit and that the capac ity of the exit sys tem is ade quate for
the occu pant load, or where other oper a tional con trols to limit
occu pancy are approved.

1005.7 Door swing. When approved by the code enforcement
offi cial, exist ing front doors need not swing in the direc tion of
exit travel, pro vided that other approved exits hav ing suf fi cient
capac ity to serve the total occu pant load are pro vided.

1005.8 Tran soms. In cor ri dor walls required by these pro vi -
sions to be fire-resis tance rated, exist ing tran soms may be
main tained if fixed in the closed posi tion, and fixed wired glass
set in a steel frame or other approved glaz ing shall be installed
on one side of the tran som.

Excep tion: Tran soms con form ing to Sec tion 1003.4 shall
be accepted.

1005.9 Fin ishes. Where fin ish mate ri als are required to have a
flame-spread clas si fi ca tion of Class III or better, exist ing
nonconforming mate ri als shall be sur faced with an approved
fire-retar dant paint or fin ish.

Excep tion: Exist ing nonconforming mate ri als need not be
sur faced with an approved fire-retar dant paint or fin ish
where the build ing is equipped through out with an auto -
matic fire-sup pres sion sys tem installed in accor dance with
the Build ing Code of New York State and the nonconforming 
mate ri als are iden ti fied as his toric per Sec tion 1001.2.

1005.10 One-hour fire-resis tant assem blies. Where 1-hour
fire-resis tance-rated con struc tion is required by these pro vi -
sions, it need not be pro vided, regard less of con struc tion or
occu pancy, where the exist ing wall and ceil ing fin ish is wood
lath and plas ter.

1005.11 Stairs and rail ings. Exist ing stair ways shall com ply
with the require ments of these pro vi sions. The code enforce -
ment offi cial shall grant alter na tives for stair ways and rail ings
if alter na tive stair ways are found to be accept able or are judged
to meet the intent of these pro vi sions. 

Excep tion: For build ings less than 3,500 square feet (325.5
m2), per floor and less than four sto ries in height, exist ing
conditions are per mit ted to remain at all stairs and rails.

1005.12 Reserved.

1005.13 Exit stair live load. Exist ing his toric stair ways iden ti -
fied in Sec tion 1001.2 in build ings changed to a Group R-1 or
R-2 occu pancy shall be accepted where it can be shown that the
stair way can sup port a 75-pounds-per-square-foot (366 kg/m2)
live load.

1005.14 Nat u ral light. When com pli ance with the nat u ral
light require ments of this code will dam age his toric fea tures or
his toric char ac ter as deter mined by the code enforcement offi -
cial or the State His toric Pres er va tion Offi cer, the exist ing level
of nat u ral light ing shall be con sid ered accept able.

1005.15 Acces si bil ity require ments. The pro vi sions of Sec -
tion 812.5 shall apply to build ings and facil i ties des ig nated as
his toric struc tures that undergo a change of occu pancy, unless
tech ni cally infea si ble. Where com pli ance with the require -
ments for acces si ble routes, ramps, entrances, or toi let facil i ties 
would threaten or destroy the his toric sig nif i cance of the build -
ing or facil ity, as deter mined by the code enforce ment offi cial
or the State His toric Pres er va tion Offi cer, the alter na tive
require ments of Sec tions 1004.1.1 through 1004.1.5 for those
ele ments shall be per mit ted.
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SECTION 1006
STRUCTURAL

1006.1 Gen eral. His toric build ings shall com ply with the
appli ca ble struc tural pro vi sions for the work as clas si fied in
Chap ter 3.

Excep tion: The code enforce ment offi cial may accept
exist ing floors and approve oper a tional con trols that limit
the live load on any such floor.

1006.2 Unsafe struc tural ele ments. Where the code enforce -
ment offi cial deter mines that a com po nent or a por tion of a
build ing or struc ture is dan ger ous as defined in this code and is
in need of repair, strength en ing, or replace ment by pro vi sions
of this code, only that spe cific com po nent or por tion shall be
required to be repaired, strength ened, or replaced.

1006.3  Seis mic. Where com pli ance with the pro vi sions of this
code would dam age his toric char ac ter or con trib ut ing his toric
fea tures iden ti fied in Sec tion 1001.2, alter na tive meth ods per
Sec tion 103.3 may be used.
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