
CHAPTER 1

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 101
TITLE, SCOPE AND PUR POSE

101.1 Ti tle. These pro vi sions shall be known as the Me chan i -
cal Code of New York State and shall be cited as such and will
be re ferred to herein as “this code.”

101.2 Scope. The pro vi sions of this code shall ap ply to the de -
sign, in stal la tion, main te nance, al ter ation and in spec tion of
me chan i cal sys tems that are per ma nently in stalled and uti lized
to pro vide con trol of en vi ron men tal con di tions and re lated pro -
cesses within build ings.  This code shall also reg u late those me -
chan i cal sys tems, sys tem com po nents, equip ment and
ap pli ances spe cif i cally ad dressed herein. The in stal la tion of
fuel gas dis tri bu tion pip ing and equip ment, fuel gas-fired ap pli -
ances and fuel gas-fired ap pli ance vent ing sys tems shall be reg -
u lated by the Fuel Gas Code of New York State.

Ex cep tions:

1.  De tached one-and two-fam ily dwell ings and mul ti ple
sin gle-fam ily dwell ings (town houses) not more than
three sto ries in height above grade with sep a rate
means of egress and their ac ces sory struc tures shall
com ply with the Res i den tial Code of New York State.

2.  Me chan i cal sys tems in ex ist ing build ings that are un -
der go ing re pairs, al ter ations, changes in oc cu pancy or 
con struc tion of ad di tions shall be per mit ted to com ply 
with pro vi sions of the Ex ist ing Build ing Code of New
York State.

101.3 Pur pose. This code is in tended to pro vide min i mum re -
quire ments to safe guard life and limb, health, prop erty and
pub lic wel fare by reg u lat ing and con trol ling the de sign, con -
struc tion, in stal la tion, qual ity of ma te ri als, lo ca tion, op er a tion
and main te nance or use of me chan i cal sys tems.

SECTION 102
APPLICABILITY

102.1 Gen eral. Where, in any spe cific case, dif fer ent sec tions
of this code spec ify dif fer ent ma te ri als, meth ods of con struc -
tion or other re quire ments, the most re stric tive shall be ap pli ca -
ble.  Where there is a con flict be tween a gen eral re quire ment
and a spe cific re quire ment, the spe cific re quire ment shall be
ap pli ca ble.

102.2 Other laws and reg u la tions. The pro vi sions of this code 
shall not be deemed to nul lify any pro vi sions of lo cal, state or
fed eral laws and reg u la tions.

102.3 Ap pli ca tion of ref er ences.  Ref er ences to chap ter or
sec tion num bers, or to pro vi sions not spe cif i cally iden ti fied by
num ber, shall be con strued to re fer to such chap ter, sec tion or
pro vi sion of this code.

102.4 Ref er enced stan dards. The stan dards ref er enced in this
code shall be con sid ered part of the re quire ments of this code to 
the pre scribed ex tent of each such ref er ence. Where dif fer ences 

oc cur be tween pro vi sions of this code and ref er enced stan -
dards, the pro vi sions of this code shall ap ply.

102.5 Ap pen dix. The fol low ing ap pen dix has been adopted
and is made part of this code:

Ap pen dix C - Struc tural Safety

102.6 Par tial in val id ity. In the event any part or pro vi sion of
this code is held to be il le gal or void, this shall not have the ef -
fect of mak ing void or il le gal any of the other parts or pro vi -
sions.

102.7 Ex ist ing in stal la tions. Me chan i cal sys tems law fully in
ex is tence at the time of the adop tion of this code shall be per -
mit ted to have their use and main te nance con tin ued if the use,
main te nance or re pair is in ac cor dance with the orig i nal de sign
and no haz ard to life, health and prop erty is cre ated by such me -
chan i cal sys tem, and ex cept as spe cif i cally cov ered in this
code, the Prop erty Main te nance Code of New York State, the
Fire Code of New York State, or the Ex ist ing Build ing Code of
New York State.

SECTION 103
MATERIALS, EQUIP MENT AND METH ODS OF

CON STRUC TION
103.1 Ap proved ma te ri als and equip ment. Ma te ri als, equip -
ment and de vices ap proved by the code en force ment of fi cial
for use shall be con structed and in stalled in ac cor dance with
such ap proval.  Ma te ri als, equip ment and de vices tested by an
ap proved test ing lab o ra tory shall be per mit ted to be con -
structed and in stalled in ac cor dance with such ap proval.

103.2 Used ma te ri als and equip ment. Ma te rial, equip ment
and de vices shall not be re used un less they meet the re quire -
ments of this code for new ma te ri als.

103.3 Al ter nate ma te ri als, de sign and meth ods of con struc -
tion and equip ment. This code is not in tended to pre vent the
use of any ma te rial or to pro hibit any de sign or method of con -
struc tion not spe cif i cally pre scribed by this code, pro vided that
any such al ter na tive has been ap proved by the code en force -
ment of fi cial or the State Fire Pre ven tion and Build ing Code
Coun cil.  

 An al ter na tive ma te rial, de sign or method of con struc tion
may only be ap proved when it is de ter mined to com ply with the 
in tent of the pro vi sions of this code and be at least equiv a lent of
that pre scribed in this code in qual ity, strength, ef fec tive ness,
fire re sis tance, du ra bil ity and safety.

103.4 Safe guards dur ing con struc tion.  All con struc tion
work cov ered in this code, in clud ing any de mo li tion, shall
com ply with the re quire ments of the Fire Code of New York
State and Chap ter 33 of the Build ing Code of New York State.

103.5 Work man ship.  Re pairs, main te nance work, al ter ations
or in stal la tions which are caused di rectly or in di rectly by the
en force ment of this code shall be ex e cuted and in stalled in a
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work man like man ner and in stalled in ac cor dance with this
code and the man u fac turer’s in stal la tion in struc tions.

SECTION 104
SERVICE UTILITIES

104.1 Con nec tion of ser vice util i ties. Con nec tions from a
util ity, source of en ergy, fuel or power to any build ing or sys -
tem which is reg u lated by this code shall be made in ac cor -
dance with the reg u la tions of the pub lic util ity or other
au thor ity hav ing ju ris dic tion. 

104.2 Tem po rary power. Tem po rary power shall com ply with 
the re quire ments of Chap ter 27 of the Build ing Code of New
York State.

SECTION 105
ADMINISTRATION AND EN FORCE MENT

105.1 Ad min is tra tion and en force ment. Ad min is tra tion and
en force ment of the New York State Uni form Fire Pre ven tion
and Build ing Code shall be in ac cor dance with lo cal law, sub -
ject to the min i mum re quire ments set forth in the “Of fi cial
Com pi la tion of Codes Rules and Reg u la tions of the State of
New York,” 19 NYCRR Part 1203, “Min i mum Stan dards for
Ad min is tra tion and En force ment.”  State agen cies shall com -
ply with the min i mum re quire ments set forth in 19 NYCRR
Part 1204, “Ad min is tra tion and En force ment by State Agen -
cies.”

105.2 Mod i fi ca tion  No town, vil lage, city or county, nor any
state agency charged with the ad min is tra tion and en force ment
of this code may waive, mod ify or oth er wise al ter any pro vi -
sion of this code un less ap proved by the State Fire Pre ven tion
and Build ing Code Coun cil in ac cor dance with Sec tion 379 of
Ar ti cle 18 of the Ex ec u tive Law.

105.3 Ap pli ca tion for vari ance or ap peal. Vari ance or ap peal
of any pro vi sion of this code shall be in ac cor dance with the
pro vi sions of the “Of fi cial Com pi la tion of Codes Rules and
Reg u la tions of the State of New York,” 19 NYCRR Part 1205,
“Vari ance Procedures.”
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