
APPENDIX D 

FIRE DISTRICTS 

The pro vi sions con tained in this ap pen dix are not man da tory un less spe cif i cally ref er enced in the adopt ing or di nance. 

SECTION D101

GENERAL


D101.1 Scope. The fire dis trict shall in clude such ter ri tory or 
por tion as out lined in an or di nance or law en ti tled “An Or di­
nance (Res o lu tion) Cre ating and Es tab lishing a Fire Dis trict.” 
Wher ever, in such or di nance cre at ing and es tab lish ing a fire 
dis trict, ref er ence is made to the Fire Dis trict, it shall be con ­
strued to mean the fire dis trict des ig nated and re ferred to in this 
ap pen dix. 

D101.1.1 Map ping. The fire dis trict com ply ing with the 
pro vi sions of Sec tion D101.1 shall be shown on a map that 
shall be avail able to the pub lic. 

D101.2 Es tab lish ment of area. For the pur pose of this code, 
the fire dis trict shall in clude that ter ri tory or area as de scribed in 
Sec tions D101.2.1 through D101.2.3. 

D101.2.1 Ad joining blocks. Two or more ad join ing blocks, 
ex clu sive of in ter ven ing streets, where at least 50 per cent of 
the ground area is built upon and more than 50 per cent of the 
built-on area is de voted to ho tels and mo tels of Group R-1; 
Group B oc cu pan cies; the aters, night clubs, res tau rants of 
Group A-1 and A-2 oc cu pan cies; ga rages, ex press and 
freight de pots, ware houses and stor age build ings used for 
the stor age of fin ished prod ucts (not lo cated with and form ­
ing a part of a man u fac tured or in dus trial plant); or Group S 
oc cu pancy. Where the av er age height of a build ing is two 
and one-half sto ries or more, a block should be con sid ered if 
the ground area built upon is at least 40 per cent. 

D101.2.2 Buffer zone. Where four con tig u ous blocks or 
more com prise a fire dis trict, there shall be a buffer zone of 
200 feet (60 960 mm) around the per im e ter of such dis trict. 
Streets, rights-of-way and other open spaces not sub ject to 
build ing con struc tion can be in cluded in the 200-foot (60 
960 mm) buffer zone. 

D101.2.3 De veloped blocks. Where blocks ad ja cent to the 
fire dis trict have de vel oped to the ex tent that at least 25 per ­
cent of the ground area is built upon and 40 per cent or more 
of the built-on area is de voted to the oc cu pan cies spec i fied in 
Sec tion D101.2.1, they can be con sid ered for in clu sion in 
the fire dis trict, and can form all or a por tion of the 200-foot 
(60 960 mm) buffer zone re quired in Sec tion D101.2.2. 
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SECTION D102

BUILDING RESTRICTIONS


D102.1 Types of con struc tion per mit ted. Within the fire dis ­
trict ev ery build ing here af ter erected shall be ei ther Type I, II, 
III or IV, ex cept as per mit ted in Sec tion D104. 

D102.2 Other spe cific re quire ments. 

D102.2.1 Ex te rior walls. Ex te rior walls of build ings lo­
cated in the fire dis trict shall com ply with the re quire ments 
in Ta ble 601 ex cept as re quired in Sec tion D102.2.6. 

D102.2.2 Group H pro hib ited. Group H oc cu pan cies shall 
be pro hib ited from lo ca tion within the fire dis trict. 

D102.2.3 Con struc tion type. Ev ery build ing shall be con ­
structed as re quired based on the type of con struc tion in di­
cated in Chap ter 6. 

D102.2.4 Roof cov er ing. Roof cov er ing in the fire dis trict 
shall con form to the re quire ments of Class A or B roof cov ­
er ings as de fined in Sec tion 1505. 

D102.2.5 Struc tural fire rat ing. Walls, floors, roofs and 
their sup port ing struc tural mem bers shall be a min i mum of 
1-hour fire -resistanc e-rated con struc tion. 

Ex cep tions: 

1. Build ings of Type IV con struc tion. 

2	 Build ings equipped through out with an au to matic 
sprin kler sys tem in ac cor dance with Sec tion 
903.3.1.1. 

3. Au to mo bile park ing struc tures. 
4. Build ings sur rounded on all sides by a per ma nently 

open space of not less than 30 feet (9144 mm). 
5. Par ti tions com ply ing with Sec tion 603.1(8). 

D102.2.6 Ex te rior walls. Ex te rior load-bear ing walls of 
Type II build ings shall have a fire -resistance rat ing of 2  
hours or more where such walls are lo cated within 30 feet 
(9144 mm) of a com mon prop erty line or an as sumed prop ­
erty line. Ex te rior nonload-bear ing walls of Type II build ­
ings lo cated within 30 feet (9144 mm) of a com mon 
prop erty line or an as sumed prop erty line shall have fire ­
resistance rat ings as re quired by Ta ble 601, but not less than 
1 hour. Ex te rior walls lo cated more than 30 feet (9144 mm) 
from a com mon prop erty line or an as sumed prop erty line 
shall com ply with Ta ble 601. 

Ex cep tion: In the case of one-story build ings that are 
2,000 square feet (186 m2) or less in area, ex te rior walls 

603 



APPENDIX D 

lo cated more than 15 feet (4572 mm) from a com mon 
prop erty line or an as sumed prop erty line need only com­
ply with Ta ble 601. 

D102.2.7 Ar chi tec tural trim. Ar chi tec tural trim on build­
ings lo cated in the fire dis trict shall be con structed of ap proved 
noncombustible ma te ri als or fire-re tar dant-treated wood. 

D102.2.8 Per ma nent can o pies. Per ma nent can o pies are 
per mit ted to ex tend over ad ja cent open spaces pro vided: 

1. The can opy and its sup ports shall be of non com­
bustible ma te rial, fire-re tar dant-treated wood, Type 
IV con struc tion or of 1-hour fire-re sis tance-rated 
con struc tion. 

Ex cep tion: Any tex tile cov er ing for the can opy 
shall be flame re sis tant as de ter mined by tests con­
ducted in ac cor dance with NFPA 701 af ter both ac­
cel er ated wa ter leach ing and ac cel er at ing 
weath er ing. 

2. Any can opy cov er ing, other than tex tiles, shall have a 
flame spread in dex not greater than 25 when tested in 
ac cor dance with ASTM E 84 in the form in tended for 
use. 

3. The can opy shall have at least one long side open. 

4. The max i mum hor i zon tal width of the can opy shall 
not ex ceed 15 feet (4572 mm). 

5. The fire re sistance of ex te rior walls shall not be re­
duced. 

D102.2.9 Roof struc tures. Struc tures, ex cept ae rial sup­
ports 12 feet (3658 mm) high or less, flagpoles, wa ter tanks 
and cool ing tow ers, placed above the roof of any build ing 
within the fire dis trict shall be of non com bustible ma te rial 
and shall be sup ported by con struc tion of non com bustible 
ma te rial. 

D102.2.10 Plas tic signs. The use of plas tics com ply ing 
with Sec tion 2611 for signs is per mit ted pro vided the struc ­
ture of the sign in which the plas tic is mounted or in stalled is 
non com bustible. 

D102.2.11 Plas tic ve neer. Ex te rior plas tic ve neer is not per­
mit ted in the fire dis trict. 

SECTION D103

CHANGES TO BUILDINGS


D103.1 Ex isting build ings within the fire dis trict. An ex ist­
ing build ing shall not here af ter be in creased in height or area 
un less it is of a type of con struc tion per mit ted for new build ings 
within the fire dis trict or is al tered to com ply with the re quire­
ments for such type of con struc tion. Nor shall any ex ist ing 
build ing be here af ter ex tended on any side, nor square foot age 
or floors added within the ex ist ing build ing un less such mod i fi­
ca tions are of a type of con struc tion per mit ted for new build ­
ings within the fire dis trict. 

D103.2 Other alter a tions. Noth ing in Sec tion D103.1 shall 
pro hibit other alter a tions within the fire dis trict pro vided there 

is no change of oc cu pancy that is oth er wise pro hib ited and the 
fire haz ard is not in creased by such alter a tion. 

D103.3 Moving build ings. Build ings shall not here af ter be 
moved into the fire dis trict or to an other lot in the fire dis trict 
un less the build ing is of a type of con struc tion per mit ted in the 
fire dis trict. 

SECTION D104

BUILDINGS LOCATED PARTIALLY


IN THE FIRE DISTRICT

D104.1 Gen eral. Any build ing lo cated par tially in the fire dis ­
trict shall be of a type of con struc tion re quired for the fire dis ­
trict, un less the ma jor por tion of such build ing lies out side of 
the fire dis trict and no part is more than 10 feet (3048 mm) in ­
side the bound aries of the fire dis trict. 

SECTION D105

EXCEPTIONS TO RESTRICTIONS


IN FIRE DISTRICT

D105.1 Gen eral. The pre ced ing pro vi sions of this ap pen dix 
shall not ap ply in the fol low ing in stances:

 1. Tem po rary build ings used in con nec tion with duly au ­
tho rized con struc tion.

 2. A pri vate ga rage used ex clu sively as such, not more 
than one story in height, nor more than 650 square feet 
(60 m2) in area, lo cated on the same lot with a dwell ing.

 3. Fences not over 8 feet (2438 mm) high.

 4. Coal tip ples, ma te rial bins and tres tles of Type IV con ­
struc tion.

 5. Wa ter tanks and cool ing tow ers con form ing to Sec tions 
1509.3 and 1509.4.

 6. Green houses less than 15 feet (4572 mm) high.
 7. Porches on dwell ings not over one story in height, and 

not over 10 feet (3048 mm) wide from the face of the 
build ing, pro vided such porch does not come within 5 
feet (1524 mm) of any prop erty line.

 8. Sheds open on a long side not over 15 feet (4572 mm) 
high and 500 square feet (46 m2) in area.

 9. One- and two-fam ily dwell ings where of a type of con ­
struc tion not per mit ted in the fire dis trict can be ex­
tended 25 per cent of the floor area ex ist ing at the time 
of in clu sion in the fire dis trict by any type of con struc­
tion per mit ted by this code. 

10. Wood decks less than 600 square feet (56 m2) where 
con structed of 2-inch (51 mm) nom i nal wood, pres sure 
treated for ex te rior use. 

11. Wood ve neers on ex te rior walls con form ing to Sec tion 
1405.4. 

12. Ex te rior plas tic ve neer com ply ing with Sec tion 2605.2 
where in stalled on ex te rior walls re quired to have a fire ­
resistance rat ing not less than 1 hour, pro vided the ex te­
rior plas tic ve neer does not ex hibit sus tained flam ing as 
de fined in NFPA 268. 
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SECTION D106

REFERENCED STANDARDS


ASTM E 84-01 Test Method for Surface 
Burning Characteristics 
of Building Materials 

D102.2.8 

NFPA 268-96 Test Method for 
Determining Ignitability of 
Exterior Wall Assemblies 
Using a Radiant Heat Energy 
Source 

D105.1 

NFPA 701-99 Methods of 
Fire Tests for Flame-
Propagation of Textiles 
and Films 

D102.2.8 
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