
APPENDIX F 

RODENT PROOFING 

The pro vi sions con tained in this ap pen dix are not man da tory un less spe cif i cally ref er enced in the adopt ing or di nance. 

SECTION F101

GENERAL


F101.1 Gen eral. Build ings or struc tures and the walls en clos­
ing hab it able or occupiable rooms and spaces in which per sons 
live, sleep or work, or in which feed, food or food stuffs are 
stored, pre pared, pro cessed, served or sold, shall be con­
structed in ac cor dance with the pro vi sions of this sec tion. 

F101.2 Foun da tion wall ven ti la tion open ings. Foun da tion 
wall ven ti la tor open ings shall be cov ered for their height and 
width with per fo rated sheet metal plates no less than 0.070 inch 
(1.8 mm) thick, ex panded sheet metal plates not less than 0.047 
inch (1.2 mm) thick, cast iron grills or grat ing, ex truded alu mi­
num load-bearing vents or with hard ware cloth of 0.035 inch 
(0.89 mm) wire or heavier. The open ings therein shall not ex ­
ceed 1/4 inch (6.4 mm). 

F101.3 Foun da tion and ex te rior wall seal ing. An nu lar 
spaces around pipes, elec tric ca bles, con duits, or other open ­
ings in the walls shall be pro tected against the pas sage of ro ­
dents by clos ing such open ings with ce ment mor tar, con crete 
ma sonry or noncorrosive metal. 

F101.4 Doors. Doors on which metal pro tec tion has been ap ­
plied shall be hinged so as to be free swing ing. When closed, 
the max i mum clear ance be tween any door, door jambs and sills 
shall not be greater than 3/8 inch (9.5 mm). 

F101.5 Win dows and other open ings. Win dows and other 
open ings for the pur pose of light or ven ti la tion lo cated in ex te­
rior walls within 2 feet (610 mm) above the ex ist ing ground 
level im me di ately be low such open ing shall be cov ered for 
their en tire height and width, in clud ing frame, with hard ware 
cloth of at least 0.035 inch (0.89 mm) wire or heavier. 

F101.5.1 Ro dent-ac ces si ble open ings. Win dows and other 
open ings for the pur pose of light and ven ti la tion in the ex te­
rior walls not cov ered in this chap ter, ac ces si ble to ro dents 
by way of ex posed pipes, wires, con duits and other ap pur te­
nances, shall be cov ered with wire cloth of at least 0.035 
inch (0.89 mm) wire. In lieu of wire cloth cov er ing, said 
pipes, wires, con duits and other ap pur te nances shall be 
blocked from ro dent us age by in stall ing solid sheet metal 
guards 0.024 inch (0.61 mm) thick or heavier. Guards shall 
be fit ted around pipes, wires, con duits or other 
appurtenances. In ad di tion, they shall be fas tened se curely 
to and shall ex tend per pen dic u larly from the ex te rior wall 
for a min i mum dis tance of 12 inches (305 mm) be yond and 
on ei ther side of pipes, wires, con duits or ap pur te nances. 

F101.6 Pier and wood con struc tion. 

F101.6.1 Sill less than 12 inches above ground. Build ings 
not pro vided with a con tin u ous foun da tion shall be pro vided 
with pro tec tion against ro dents at grade by pro vid ing ei ther 

an apron in ac cor dance with Sec tion F101.6.1.1 or a floor 
slab in ac cor dance with Sec tion 101.6.1.2. 

F101.6.1.1 Apron. Where an apron is pro vided, the 
apron shall not be less than 8 inches (203 mm) above, nor 
less than 24 inches (610 mm) be low, grade. The apron 
shall not ter mi nate be low the lower edge of the sid ing 
ma te rial. The apron shall be con structed of an ap proved 
nondecayable, wa ter-re sis tant ratproof ing ma te rial of re­
quired strength and shall be in stalled around the en tire 
per im e ter of the build ing. Where con structed of ma sonry 
or con crete ma te ri als, the apron shall not be less than 4 
inches (102 mm) in thick ness. 

F101.6.1.2 Grade floors. Where con tin u ous con crete 
grade floor slabs are pro vided, open spaces shall not be 
left be tween the slab and walls, and open ings in the slab 
shall be pro tected. 

F101.6.2 Sill at or above 12 inches above ground. Build ­
ings not pro vided with a con tin u ous foun da tion and which 
have sills 12 or more inches (305 mm) above the ground 
level shall be pro vide with pro tec tion against ro dents at 
grade in ac cor dance with any of the fol low ing: 

1. Sec tion F101.6.1.1 or F101.6.1.2; 
2. By in stall ing solid sheet metal col lars at least 0.024 

inch (0.6 mm) thick at the top of each pier or pile and 
around each pipe, ca ble, con duit, wire or other item 
which pro vides a con tin u ous path way from the 
ground to the floor; or 

3. By en cas ing the pipes, ca bles, con duits or wires in an 
en clo sure con structed in ac cor dance with Sec tion 
F101.6.1.1. 
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