PREFACE

Introduction

[Internationally, codeofficialsrecognizetheneedforamodern, up-to-datebuilding code addressir;%hedesignandin_st_alIat_ion of
buildingsystemsthroughrequire mentsemphasizingperformance. The International Building Code®, in this 2003 edi tion, is de-
signed to meet these needs through model code reg u lations that safe guard the pub lic health and safety inall com mu ni ties, large and
small.

This comprehensive building code establishes minimum regulations for building systems using prescriptive and perfor-
mance-relatedprovisions. Itis founded on broad-based prin ci ples that make pos si ble the useof new mate ri alsand new build ing de-
signs. This 2003 edition is fully compatible with all the International Codes (“I-Codes”) pub lished by the International Code
Council (ICC),includingthe ICCElectricalCode, International EnergyConservationCode, International ExistingBuildingCode,
International Fire Code, International Fuel GasCode, InternationalMechanicalCode, ICC PerformanceCode, International
Plumbing Code, Inter national Private Sewage Disposal Code, Inter national Property Mainte nance Code, International Residen-
tial Code, InternationalUrban-Wildland Interface Codeandinter national Zoning Code.

The International BuildingCodeprovisionsprovide many benefits,amongwhichisthe model code de vel opmentprocessthato f-

fersaninternational forumforbuilding professionalstodiscussperformanceand prescrip tive code re quire ments. This fo rum pro-
videsanexcel lentarenato de bate proposedrevisions. Thismodel codealsoencouragesint ernational consistencyintheapplication
ofprovisions.

Development

The first edi tion of theInternational Building Code (2000) was the cul mi nation of anef fortini tiated in 1997 by the ICC. This in-

cludedfivedraftingsubcommittees aP pointed by ICCand consisting of rep re sentatives ofthe three stat u tory mem bers of the In ter-
national Code Council: Building Officialsand Code Ad ministrators International, Inc. BOCA), InternationalConference of

Building Officials (ICBO)and Southern Build ing Code Congress Inter national ( SBCCI). The intentwasto draftacompre hensive

setofregulations for build ing systems con sis tent with and in clu sive of the scope of the existing model codes. Tech ni cal content of
the latestmodel codes pro mul gated by BOCA,ICBO and SBCCI was uti lized as the basis for the de vel op ment, fol lowed by pub lic

hear ings in 1997, 1998 and 1999 to con sider pro posed changes. This 2003 edi tion pres ents the code as orig i nally is sued, with
changesap proved throughthe ICC Code De vel op ment Pro cess through 2002. Anew edi tionsuch asthisispromul gatedeverythree
years.

Withthedevelopmentandpublicationofthe family ofInternational Codesin2000, the continued de vel opmentand maintenance
ofthemodel codes individ ually pro mul gated by BOCA (“BOCA National Codes”), ICBO (“Uni form Codes”) and SBCCI (“Stan-
dard Codes™) was dis contin ued. This 2003International BuildingCode, as well as its predecessor—the 2000 edi tion, is in tended to
be the suc ces sor build ing code to those codes pre vi ously de vel oped by BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI.

Thedevelopmentofasinglesetofcomprehensiveand coordinated family of International Codeswasasignificantmilestone in
thedevelopmentofregulationsforthebuiltenvironment. Thetimingofthispublication mirrors a mile stone in the change in struc-
ture of the model codes, namely, the pend ing Con sol i dation of BOCA,ICBO and SBCClintothe ICC. Theactivitiesand ser vices
previously provided bytheindividual model code organizationswill betheresponsibil ity ofthe Consolidated ICC.

Thiscodeisfounded on principlesintendedtoestab lish provisions con sis tent with the scope of abuild ing code that ad e quately
protectspublichealth, safetyandwel fare; provisionsthatdonotunnecessarilyincrease construction costs; provisionsthatdonotre-

strictthe use of new materials, prod ucts or meth ods of construction; and provisions thatdonotgive preferential treatmentto partic u-
lar types or classes of mate ri als, prod ucts or meth ods of con struc tion.

Adoption

The International BuildingCode isavail able foradop tionand use by jurisdictionsinter nationally. Its use within agowernmental
jurisdictionisintendedtobeaccomplishedthroughadoptionbyreferenceinaccordance withproceedingsestablishingthejurisdic-
tion’slaws. Atthetimeofadoption, jurisdictionsshouldinserttheappropriateinformationinprovisionsrequiringspecificlocalin-
formation, such asthe name of theadoptingjurisdiction. These lo cations are shown in brack eted words in small cap i tal let ters in the
codeandinthesampleordinance. Thesampleadoptionordinance on page vad dressessev eral key el e ments of acode adop tion or di-

nance, includingthe in for mationre quired for insertion into the code text.

Maintenance

~ The International BuildingCode is keptup to date through the re view of pro posed changes sub mitted by code en forc ing of ftials,
industryrepresentatives,designprofessionalsandotherinterested parties. Proposed changes are care fully con sid ered through an

opencode de vel opment pro cess inwhich all in ter ested and af fected par ties may par tici pate.
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The con tents of this work are sub ject to change both through the Code De vel op ment Cycles and the gov ernmen tal body thaten
actsthecodeintolaw. Formoreinformationregardingthe code de vel op mentprocess, contactthe Codeand Standard De velopment

De partmentofthe Inter national Code Council.

Whilethedevelopmentprocedureofthdnternational Building Code as sures the high est de gree of care, ICC and the found ing
mem bers of ICC—BOCA,ICBO , SBCCIl—theirmembersandthose participatinginthe devel opmentofthiscodedonotacceptany
liabilityresultingfromcom pliance ornoncom pliancewiththe provisionsbe cause ICC and its found ing mem bers do not have the
power or au thor ity to po lice or en force com pli ance with the con tents of this code. Only the governmental body thaten actsthe code
into law has such au thor ity.

Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers
Ineach code de vel opmentcy cle, pro posed changes to this code are con sid ered at the Code Devel opmentHearingby the In ter na.
tional BuildingCode DevelopmentCommittee, whose actionconstitutesarecommendationto the voting mem ber ship for fi nal ac-

tion onthe pro posed change. Pro posed changes to a code sec tion whose num ber be ginswith a letter inbrack etsare consid ered by a
different code de vel op ment com mittee. For in stance, pro posed changes to code sec tions which have the let ter [F] in front (e.g., [F]

1001.3),areconsidered bythe International Fire Code De vel opment Committeeatthe Code Devel opmentHearing. Wherethisdes-
ignationisapplicabletotheentire contentofamainsection of the code, thedesignat ionap pearsatthe mainsectionnumberandtitle
and is not re peated at ev ery sub sec tion in that sec tion.

Thecontentof sectionsinthiscode whichbe ginwithaletterdesignationismaintained by anothercodedevelopmentcommittee

inaccordancewiththefollowing:[E]=International Energy Conservation Code Develop mentCommittee; [ E B] = Inter national Ex-
isting Building Code DevelopmentCommittee; [EL]=1CCElectrical Code DevelopmentComm ittee; [F]=International Fire Code

DevelopmentCommittee; [M]=International Mechanical Code DevelopmentCommittee; [ P]=Inter national Plumbing Code De-
velopmentCommittee; [PC]=ICCPerformance Code DevelopmentCommittee; [PM]=International Property Maintenance Code
DevelopmentCommittee; [RBE]=International Residential Code Buildingand Energy Dev elopmentCommittee;[ RMP] = In ter-
national Residential Code Mechanical/Plumbing DevelopmentCommittee; [UW]=Internat ional Urban-Wildland Interface Code
DevelopmentCommittee; and [Z] = International Zoning Code De vel opment Committee.

Marginal Markings

Solidvertical linesinthe mar ginswithin the body of the code in di cate atech ni cal change from the re quire ments of the 2000 ed
tion. Deletionindicators () are pro vided in the mar gin where a para graph or item has been de leted.
Chapter 10 user note: Chap ter 10 of the code has been re or ga nized from the 2000 edi tionas a re sultof an ap proved code change

proposal. Thisresultedinare number ing of the chap ter fromninesectionsto 25. The pre sentationoftextpredominantly fol lowsthat
of the 2000 edi tion; how ever, the sec tion num bers have been re vised. Mar ginal mark ings are in cluded at each sec tion num ber but

havenotbeenincludedtore flectthe sub sectionre num bering. Acom pre hensive 2000/2003 C hap ter 10 sec tionnum ber cross in dex
is posted on the ICC website at www intlcode.org.
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