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Introduction 
In ter na tionally, code of fi cials rec og nize the need for a mod ern, up-to-date build ing code ad dress ing the de sign and in stal la tion of

build ing sys tems through re quire ments em pha siz ing per for mance. The  In ter na tional Build ing Code®, in this 2003 edi tion, is de­
signed to meet these needs through model code reg u la tions that safe guard the pub lic health and safety in all com mu ni ties, large and 
small. 

This com pre hen sive build ing code es tab lishes min i mum reg u la tions for build ing sys tems us ing pre scrip tive and per for­
mance-re lated pro vi sions. It is founded on broad-based prin ci ples that make pos si ble the use of new ma te ri als and new build ing de ­
signs. This 2003 edi tion is fully com pat i ble with all the In ter na tional Codes (“I-Codes”) pub lished by the In ter na tional Code 
Coun cil (ICC), in clud ing the ICCElec tri cal Code , In ter na tional En ergy Con ser va tion Code, In ter na tional Ex isting Build ing Code, 
In ter na tional Fire Code, In ter na tional Fuel Gas Code, In ter na tional Me chan i cal Code, ICC Per for mance Code, In ter na tional 
Plumbing Code, In ter na tional Pri vate Sew age Dis posal Code, In ter na tional Prop erty Main te  nance Code, In ter na tional Res i den ­
tial Code, In ter na tional Ur ban-Wildland In ter face Code andIn ter na tional Zoning Code. 

The  In ter na tional Build ing Codepro vi sions pro vide many ben e fits, among which is the model code de vel op ment pro cess that o f ­
fers an in ter na tional fo rum for build ing pro fes sion als to dis cuss per for mance and pre scrip tive code re quire ments. This fo rum pro ­
vides an ex cel lent arena to de bate pro posed re vi sions. This model code also en cour ages in t er na tional con sis tency in the ap pli ca tion 
of pro vi sions. 

Development 
The first edi tion of theIn ter na tional Build ing Code(2000) was the cul mi na tion of an ef fort ini ti ated in 1997 by the ICC. This in­

cluded five draft ing sub com mit tees ap pointed by ICC and con sist ing of rep re sen ta tives of the three stat u tory mem bers of the In ter ­
na tional Code Coun cil: Build ing Of fi cials and Code Ad min is tra tors In ter na tional, Inc. (BOCA), In ter na tional Con fer ence of 
Build ing Of fi cials ( ICBO) and South ern Build ing Code Con gress In ter na tional ( SBCCI). The in tent was to draft a com pre hen sive 
set of reg u la tions for build ing sys tems con sis tent with and in clu sive of the scope of the ex ist ing model codes. Tech ni cal con tent of
the lat est model codes pro mul gated by BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI  was uti lized as the ba sis for the de vel op ment, fol lowed by pub lic 
hear ings in 1997, 1998 and 1999 to con sider pro posed changes. This 2003 edi tion pres ents the code as orig i nally is sued, with 
changes ap proved through the ICC Code De vel op ment Pro cess through 2002. A new edi tion such as this is pro mul gated ev ery three 
years. 

With the de vel op ment and pub li ca tion of the fam ily of In ter na tional Codes in 2000, the con tin ued de vel op ment and main te nance 
of the model codes in di vid u ally pro mul gated by BOCA (“BOCA Na tional Codes”), ICBO (“Uni form Codes”) and SBCCI (“Stan ­
dard Codes”) was dis con tin ued. This 2003In ter na tional Build ing Code, as well as its predecessor—the 2000 edi tion, is in tended to 
be the suc ces sor build ing code to those codes pre vi ously de vel oped by BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI. 

The de vel op ment of a sin gle set of com pre hen sive and co or di nated fam ily of In ter na tional Codes was a sig nif i cant mile stone in 
the de vel op ment of reg u la tions for the built en vi ron ment. The tim ing of this pub li ca tion mir rors a mile stone in the change in struc ­
ture of the model codes, namely, the pend ing Con sol i da tion of BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI into the ICC. The ac tiv i ties and ser vices 
pre vi ously pro vided by the in di vid ual model code or ga ni za tions will be the re spon si bil  ity of the Con sol i dated ICC. 

This code is founded on prin ci ples in tended to es tab lish pro vi sions con sis tent with the scope of a build ing code that ad e quately 
pro tects pub lic health, safety and wel fare; pro vi sions that do not un nec es sar ily in crease con struc tion costs; pro vi sions that do not re ­
strict the use of new ma te ri als, prod ucts or meth ods of con struc tion; and pro vi sions that do not give pref er en tial treat ment to par tic u ­
lar types or classes of ma te ri als, prod ucts or meth ods of con struc tion. 

Adoption 
The  In ter na tional Build ing Code  is avail able for adop tion and use by ju ris dic tions in ter na tion ally. Its use within a gov ern men tal 

ju ris dic tion is in tended to be ac com plished through adop tion by ref er ence in ac cor dance with pro ceed ings es tab lish ing the ju ris dic ­
tion’s laws. At the time of adop tion, ju ris dic tions should in sert the ap pro pri ate in for ma tion in pro vi sions re quir ing spe cific lo cal in ­
for ma tion, such as the name of the adopt ing ju ris dic tion. These lo ca tions are shown in brack eted words in small cap i tal let ters in the 
code and in the sam ple or di nance. The sam ple adop tion or di nance on page v ad dresses sev eral key el e ments of a code adop tion or di ­
nance, in clud ing the in for ma tion re quired for in ser tion into the code text. 

Maintenance 
The  In ter na tional Build ing Code is kept up to date through the re view of pro posed changes sub mit ted by code en forc ing of fi cials, 

in dus try rep re sen ta tives, de sign pro fes sion als and other in ter ested par ties. Pro posed changes are care fully con sid ered through an 
open code de vel op ment pro cess in which all in ter ested and af fected par ties may par tic i pate. 
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The con tents of this work are sub ject to change both through the Code De vel op ment Cycles and the gov ern men tal body that en ­
acts the code into law. For more in for ma tion re gard ing the code de vel op ment pro cess, con t act the Code and Stan dard De vel op ment 
De part ment of the In ter na tional Code Coun cil. 

While the de vel op ment pro ce dure of theIn ter na tional Build ing Code as sures the high est de gree of care, ICC and the found ing 
mem bers of ICC—BOCA, ICBO , SBCCI—their mem bers and those par tic i pat ing in the de vel op ment of this code do not ac cept any 
li a bil ity re sult ing from com pli ance or non com pli ance with the pro vi sions be cause ICC and its found ing mem bers do not have the 
power or au thor ity to po lice or en force com pli ance with the con tents of this code. Only the gov ern men tal body that en acts the code 
into law has such au thor ity. 

Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers 
In each code de vel op ment cy cle, pro posed changes to this code are con sid ered at the Code De vel op ment Hear ing by the In ter na ­

tional Build ing Code De vel op ment Com mit tee, whose ac tion con sti tutes a rec om men da tion to the vot ing mem ber ship for fi nal ac ­
tion on the pro posed change. Pro posed changes to a code sec tion whose num ber be gins with a let ter in brack ets are con sid ered by a 
dif fer ent code de vel op ment com mit tee. For in stance, pro posed changes to code sec tions which have the let ter [F] in front (e.g., [F] 
1001.3), are con sid ered by the In ter na tional Fire Code De vel op ment Com mit tee at the Code De vel op ment Hear ing. Where this des ­
ig na tion is ap pli ca ble to the en tire con tent of a main sec tion of the code, the des ig na t ion ap pears at the main sec tion num ber and ti tle
and is not re peated at ev ery sub sec tion in that sec tion. 

The con tent of sec tions in this code which be gin with a let ter des ig na tion is main tained by  an other code de vel op ment com mit tee 
in ac cor dance with the fol low ing: [E] = In ter na tional En ergy Con ser va tion Code De vel op ment Com mit tee; [E B] = In ter na tional Ex ­
isting Build ing Code De vel op ment Com mit tee; [EL] = ICC Elec tri cal Code De vel op ment Com m it tee; [F] = In ter na tional Fire Code 
De vel op ment Com mit tee; [M] = In ter na tional Me chan i cal Code De vel op ment Com mit tee; [ P] = In ter na tional Plumbing Code De ­
vel op ment Com mit tee; [PC] = ICC Per for mance Code De vel op ment Com mit tee; [PM] = In ter na tional Prop erty Main te nance Code 
De vel op ment Com mit tee; [RBE] = In ter na tional Res i den tial Code Build ing and En ergy De v el op ment Com mit tee; [ RMP] = In ter ­
na tional Res i den tial Code Me chan i cal/Plumbing De vel op ment Com mit tee; [UW] = In ter na t ional Ur ban-Wildland  In ter face Code 
De vel op ment Com mit tee; and [Z] = In ter na tional Zoning Code De vel op ment Com mit tee. 

Marginal Markings 
Solid ver ti cal lines in the mar gins within the body of the code in di cate a tech ni cal change from the re quire ments of the 2000 edi ­

tion. De le tion in di ca tors ( � ) are pro vided in the mar gin where a para graph or item has been de leted. 

Chap ter 10 user note: Chap ter 10 of the code has been re or ga nized from the 2000 edi tion as a re sult of an ap proved code change 
pro posal. This re sulted in a re num ber ing of the chap ter from nine sec tions to 25. The pre sen ta tion of text pre dom i nantly fol lows that
of the 2000 edi tion; how ever, the sec tion num bers have been re vised. Mar ginal mark ings are in cluded at each sec tion num ber but 
have not been in cluded to re flect the sub sec tion re num ber ing. A com pre hen sive 2000/2003 C hap ter 10 sec tion num ber cross in dex 
is posted on the ICC website at www.intlcode.org. 
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