
OR DI NANCE


The  In ter na tional Codes are de signed and pro mul gated to be adopted by ref er ence by or di nance. Ju ris dic tions wish ing to adopt the 
2003 In ter na tional Build ing Code as an en force able reg u la tion gov ern ing struc tures and pre mises should en sure that cer tain fac ­
tual in for ma tion is in cluded in the adopt ing or di nance at the time adop tion is be ing con s id ered by the ap pro pri ate gov ern men tal 
body. The fol low ing sam ple adop tion or di nance ad dresses sev eral key el e ments of a code adop tion or di nance, in clud ing the in for ­
ma tion re quired for in ser tion into the code text. 

SAM PLE OR DI NANCE FOR ADOP TION OF

THE IN TER NA TIONAL BUILDING CODE


OR DI NANCE NO.________

An or di nance of the [JURISDICTION] adopt ing the 2003 edi tion of the In ter na tional Build ing Code , reg u lat ing and gov ern ing the 
con di tions and main te nance of all prop erty, build ings and struc tures; by pro vid ing the stan dards for sup plied util i ties and fa cil i ties 
and other phys i cal things and con di tions es sen tial to en sure that struc tures are safe, san i tary and fit for oc cu pa tion and use; and the 
con dem na tion of build ings and struc tures un fit for hu man oc cu pancy and use and the de mo li tion of such struc tures in the 
[JURISDICTION]; pro vid ing for the is su ance of per mits and col lec tion of fees there for; re peal ing Or di nance No. ______ of the 
[JURISDICTION]and all other or di nances and parts of the or di nances in con flict there with. 

The  [GOVERNING BODY] of the [JURISDICTION] does or dain as fol lows: 

Sec tion 1. That a cer tain doc u ment, three (3) cop ies of which are on file in the of fice of the  [TITLE OF JURISDICTION’S KEEPER OF 
RECORDS] of [NAME OF JURISDICTION], be ing marked and des ig nated as the  In ter na tional Build ing Code, 2003 edi tion, in clud­
ing Ap pen dix Chap ters [FILL IN THE APPENDIX CHAPTERS BEING ADOPTED] (see In ter na tional Build ing CodeSec tion 101.2.1, 
2003 edi tion), as pub lished by the In ter na tional Code Coun cil, be and is hereby adopted as the Build ing Code of the 
[JURISDICTION], in the State of [STATE NAME] for reg u lat ing and gov ern ing the con di tions and main te nance of all prop erty, build­
ings and struc tures; by pro vid ing the stan dards for sup plied util i ties and fa cil i ties and other phys i cal things and con di tions es sen tial 
to en sure that struc tures are safe, san i tary and fit for oc cu pa tion and use; and the con dem  na tion of build ings and struc tures un fit for 
hu man oc cu pancy and use and the de mo li tion of such struc tures as herein pro vided; pro vid i ng for the is su ance of per mits and col ­
lec tion of fees there for; and each and all of the reg u la tions, pro vi sions, pen al ties, con di tions and terms of said Build ing Code on 
file in the of fice of the[JURISDICTION] are hereby re ferred to, adopted, and made a part hereof, as if fully set out in this or di nance, 
with the ad di tions, in ser tions, de le tions and changes, if any, pre scribed in Sec tion 2 of this or di nance. 

Sec tion 2.  The fol low ing sec tions are hereby re vised: 

Sec tion 101.1. In sert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION] 

Sec tion 1612.3. In sert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION] 

Sec tion 1612.3. In sert: [DATE OF ISSUANCE] 

Sec tion 3410.2. In sert: [DATE IN ONE LOCATION] 

Sec tion 3. That Or di nance No. ______ of [JURISDICTION] en ti tled[FILL IN HERE THE COMPLETE TITLE OF THE ORDINANCE OR 
ORDINANCES IN EFFECT AT THE PRESENT TIME SO THAT THEY WILL BE REPEALED BY DEFINITE MENTION] and all other or di­
nances or parts of or di nances in con flict here with are hereby re pealed. 

Sec tion 4.  That if any sec tion, sub sec tion, sen tence, clause or phrase of this or di nance is, for any rea son, held to be un con sti tu ­
tional, such de ci sion shall not af fect the va lid ity of the re main ing por tions of this or di nance. The [GOVERNING BODY] hereby de­
clares that it would have passed this or di nance, and each sec tion, sub sec tion, clause or phrase thereof, ir re spec tive of the fact that 
any one or more sec tions, sub sec tions, sen tences, clauses and phrases be de clared un con sti t u tional. 

Sec tion 5.  That noth ing in this or di nance or in the Build ing Code hereby adopted shall be con strued to af fect any suit or pro ceed ing 
im pend ing in any court, or any rights ac quired, or li a bil ity in curred, or any cause or cause s of ac tion ac quired or ex ist ing, un der any 
act or or di nance hereby re pealed as cited in Sec tion 2 of this or di nance; nor shall any just or le gal right or rem edy of any char ac ter 
be lost, im paired or af fected by this or di nance. 

Sec tion 6. That the [JURISDICTION’S KEEPER OF RECORDS] is hereby or dered and di rected to cause this or di nance to be pub­
lished. (An ad di tional pro vi sion may be re quired to di rect the num ber of times the or di nance is to be pub lished and to spec ify that it 
is to be in a news pa per in gen eral cir cu la tion. Posting may also be re quired.) 

Sec tion 7. That this or di nance and the rules, reg u la tions, pro vi sions, re quire ments, or ders and mat ters es tab lished and adopted 
hereby shall take ef fect and be in full force and ef fect [  TIME PERIOD]from and af ter the date of its fi nal pas sage and adop tion. 
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